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Jimmy Jeggo congratulates Nick Ansell, who scored the opening goal for Melbourne 
dled Victory in the 2-2 draw with Korea’s Jembok Motors in the Asian Champions League. 
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2 Asian Champions League 


Aussie clubs fly the flag against Asia’s best 


By Roy Hay 


Ns 


AFC y 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 
In its first home game of the 2014 
Asian Champions League, Mel- 
bourne Victory squeezed out a 
hard-fought draw with Jeonbuk 
Motors from South Korea at 

Docklands on Wednesday night. 
As happened in its away match in 
China, Victory took the lead in the 
first half, but was unable to hold 
on to it in the second, but lifted to 
secure an equaliser soon after go- 
ing behind. For long periods Vic- 
tory found it hard to break out of 
its own half with the speedy Ko- 
rean midfield and forwards closing 
down attempts to play out from the 
back. So long balls which were 
often quickly returned were only 
a temporary solution to Victory’s 
problems. Kevin Muscat insisted 
after the Guangzhou Evergrande 
match that Victory had to improve 
its ball retention, but that remained 
an issue throughout this tie. So it 
was desperate defending which 
was the motif for the night and to 
be fair to the home team they man- 
aged that successfully for all but 
a three-minute period deep in the 
second half. 

Leigh Broxham partnered Nick 
Ansell in central defence with 
Mark Milligan, Tom Rogic, Jesse 
Makarounas and James Jeggo in 
midfield, leaving Andrew Nab- 
bout and Kosta Barbarouses in at- 
tack. Barbouses had an excellent 
chance in the 12th minute when 


Next Round 


Tue Mar 18 
Victory v Yokohama 


KO 7.30 pm Fox 2 


Wed Mar 19 
Wanderers v Kawasaki 
KO 7.30 pm Fox 2 


Wed Mar 19 
Beijing Guoan v Mariners 
KO 11.00 pm Fox 2 
All times are AEDT 


Makarounas put him clear on the 
right, but he scooped his shot wide. 
Ansell pulled off an excellent sav- 
ing tackle on Lee Dong Gook and 
then the Brazilian Leonardo had a 
shot which skidded off the cross 
bar and over. Three minutes later 
Victory, in its first concerted attack 
won a free kick about 25 metres 
from goal. Makarounas drove it 
hard and flat to the far post where 
Nick Ansell threw himself at the 
ball and finished in the net with it 
after crashing into the post on the 
way. There was a mayhem at the 
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Nick Ansell heads home for Victory 
from close range. Photo: LIVE PIXELS 
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other end when the referee spotted 
a back pass handling error by Law- 
rence Thomas, but the keeper made 
amends by helping deflect the sub- 
sequent indirect free kick over the 
bar. Nabbout was very unlucky to 
be pulled up for offside on a Vic- 
tory break in 41 minutes, being 
only one step inside the Jeonbuk 
half when the ball was played to 
him. The half ended with the Vic- 
tory keeper in action again touch- 
ing a header by Choi Bo Kyung 
over the bar. 

The second half saw the visi- 


tors camped in the Victory half 
for nearly half an hour with very 
little relief. Finally the pressure 
told when Lee Seung Gi fired in a 
low shot which Thomas could only 
parry. Unfortunately the ball went 
straight out in front of goal and Lee 
Dong Gook pounced to fire home 
the rebound. That goal was a bit 
scrappy but there was absolutely 
nothing anyone could have done 
about the big striker’s second ef- 
fort. He met a loose ball about 30 
metres from goal and the swerving 
shot flew inside the post beyond 


Thomas’s despairing dive. Given 
that Victory had hardly mounted an 
attack in the second period, some of 
the home fans were very depressed 
but three minutes later Barbarouses 
latched on to a good through ball, 
sprinted clear and slid the ball 
through the keeper’s legs. Substi- 
tute Connor Pain came within cen- 
timetres of restoring Victory’s lead 
when he was just short of a Rashid 
Mahazi cross in the 88th minute, 
but that was the last action of home 
side. 

The attendance was disappointing 
and while Victory’s fans at both 
ends made themselves heard, the 
Jeonbuk supporters kept up a bar- 
rage of sound with their drums and 
chants. At AAMI it would have 
been a much better atmosphere for 
both teams who deserve credit for 
lots of effort even if the result will 
probably leave both coaches feel- 
ing that they have lost two points, 
rather than gained one. 


Mariners sink 
Sanfrecce 


A classy brace by former Soc- 
ceroo Mile Sterjovski helped 
Central Coast Mariners secure 
one of the Club’s greatest ever 
triumphs in Gosford on Tuesday. 
Up against the reigning — indeed 
back-to-back — J.League Cham- 
pions, Sanfrecce Hiroshima, Phil 
Moss’s side fought tooth and nail 
to come from a goal down to earn 
a famous win over their highly re- 
garded opponents from the land of 
the rising sun. 

The win also gave the Mariners’ 
hopes of advancing to the knockout 
phase of Asia’s premier club com- 
petition a significant boost, with 
results in the Club’s home fixtures 


ACL Details 


Group F 

PWDLFADP 
1 Seoul 211031+24 
2 Central Coast 2 101 2 3-1 3 
3 Beijing Guoan 2 0 2 0 2 2+0 2 
4 Sanfrecce Hiro 20 11 2 3-1 1 


Central Coast 2 - 1 Sanfrecce 
Beijing Guoan 1 - 1 Seoul 


Group G 

PWDLFADP 
1 Jeonbuk 2410] Ack a 
2Guangzhou 21105 3+2 4 
3 Melb Victory 20114 6-2 1 
4 Yokohama 72a en 


Melb Victory 2 - 2 Jeonbuk Motors 
Yokohama 1 - 1 Guangzhou Ever 


Group H 

PWDLFADP 
1 Ulsan 220051446 
2Wanderers 2101 2 3-1 3 
3 Kawasaki AION 1 2a 8 
4 Guizhou 200202-20 


Ulsan 2 - 0 Kawasaki Frontale 
Guizhou Renhe 0 - 1 Wanderers 


crucial to the team’s aspirations tc 
emerge from what appears to be < 
tightly contested Group F. 


Wanderers in major 
upset 


Western Sydney Wanderer: 
pulled off a major upset follow: 
ing their 1-0 win over Chines¢ 
side Guizhou Renhe in the AFC 
Champions League. Mark Bridg¢ 
scored the winner in the 10th min 
ute of play. The Wanderers now si 
in second position in Group H. 


Have Central Coast Cracked the ACL M 


By Simon Maher 


It is tempting to view the Cen- 
tral Coast Mariners 2-1 victory 
over Japan’s Sanfrecce Hiro- 
shima in the Asian Champions 
League (ACL) as one of the 
most important in the history of 
Australian club football. 

In disposing of the reigning J. 
League Champions of 2012 and 
2013, with a quality performance 
crowned by high quality strikes 
from re-born Mile Sterjovski, the 
Coastie’s have given local clubs 
a chance to dream again. When 
one considers the Mariner’s have 
lost their long serving coach and 
the nucleus of last year’s Grand 
Final winning team, one can ex- 
cuse home fans their moment of 
exultation. 

However in many senses the 
Mariners victory opens another 
chapter in the mystery that is for 
Australian football and Australian 
sport more generally, as perplex- 
ing now as it was when Adelaide 
United and Sydney FC took the 
pitch as the inaugural Australian 
club representatives in the ACL 
back in March 2007. 


The crowd figure for last night’s 
game in Gosford was around 
two thousand customers which 
means that many missed experi- 
encing one of the clubs greatest 
performances and biggest nights 
in its short history. But the Blue 
Tongue patronage merely reflects 
similar trends for ACL fixtures in 
this country. It is true to say that 
the ACL has not managed to con- 
sistently capture the attention of 
Australian football in the way that 
many had hoped. 

Generally speaking attendances 
at ACL fixtures in this country 
have been lack lustre, often falling 
behind club’s A-League averages. 
This is not to say there have been 
some spikes in excitement. One 
recalls a night of colour and thrills 
when Urawa Red Diamonds and 
Sydney FC played out a pulsat- 
ing 2-2 draw at the SFS in front 
of over 21,000 spectators in 2007, 
and Adelaide United’s crowds 
grew with each victory that ad- 
vanced them to the final in 2008. 
The Reds mighty push into the 
ACL final that year produced a 
false dawn that has unhappily pro- 
vided the unwelcome back drop 


for future A-League clubs ACL 
participation. Having excelled 
during a punishing round of home 
and away fixtures and buoyed 
by ever growing home crowds, 
it looked like Adelaide had un- 
locked the secret of the ACL. 

However, when the Reds were 
summarily dismantled by the 
regal Gamba Osaka the gulf be- 
tween the home team and the 
visitors was cruelly evident. Ad- 
elaide were like insects captured 
in the web spun by Gamba. They 
simply had no answer to the qual- 
ity and movement of players like 
Yamaguchi and Endo who never 
tired of weaving avenues through 
the Adelaide midfield as they ac- 
cumulated a telling 5 -0 aggregate 
victory over the two legged final. 

All of this is no disrespect to 
Adelaide, who had performed 
exceptionally in making the final, 
and remains the only Australian 
team to have climbed so close to 
the summit of Asian club football. 
At the time it looked like the Reds 
had blazed a trail and all the A- 
League clubs had to do was fol- 
low. 

History shows that the path has 


not proven so simple, and at times 
it has seemed to disappear alto- 
gether. Amidst a slew of disap- 
pointing results there has often 
been a genuine sense of confu- 
sion amongst the clubs and their 
ambitions in the ACL. This was 
personified by Melbourne Vic- 
tory’s ambivalent participation in 
the 2010 tournament summed up 
by captain Kevin Muscat’s com- 
ments, “To be honest, playing in 
Asia, is not all that enjoyable”. 

It has not been surprising then 
to see A-League clubs continue 
to stumble in the Champions 
League, and the paying public un- 
willing to watch their falls. From 
Melbourne Victory’s healthy 
crowds of over 20,000 in their 
first forays in to the Champions 
League in 2008, by the time they 
were being defeated by China’s 
Tianjin Teda at home in 2011 they 
could barely attract 5,000 fans 
through the gate. 

So the Asian Champions League 
has remained a mystery that 
A-League clubs have failed to 
crack. It is to be hoped that Cen- 
tral Coast’s mighty victory might 
re-ignite the passion of the locals 


and rekindle hope that progress 
through this tournament is possible 
and desirable. In the long run the 
ACL will provide Australian club 
football with the type of competi- 
tion it needs to prosper at a higher 
level than it now enjoys. 

One is tempted to recall the 
troubled path of English football 
in to the now flourishing European 
Champions League. It is almost 
impossible to believe that no Eng- 
lish team was amongst the original 
16 participating clubs in the first 
European Cup of 1955-56, or that 
the when Manchester United en- 
tered the following year as the first 
English representatives they faced 
fierce opposition from the English 
FA. At the time Matt Busby was 
a lone voice who understood what 
European football could provide 
for English clubs. 

Perhaps the Australian clubs 
can take heart from the fact that 
it wasn’t until the 1967-68 final 
that Manchester United finally 
brought the Cup back to English 
shores. And make no mistake, the 
Asian Champions League offers 
the same type of stimulus to Asian 
club football that its European 
counterpart has provided for the 


stery? 


continent. The powerhouse club 
of the ACL represent the futur 
of Asian club football. One onh 
has to look longingly at the 30-4 
million dollars’ worth of talent 1 
Sanfrecce’s squad, or the world’ 
best practice facilities develope 
at Urawa Red Diamonds to under 
stand how high the bar is being set 
And little wonder that teams lik 
these can produce football of suc! 
technique, precision and imagina 
tion that A-League clubs are strug 
gling to keep up. 

The Asian Champions Leagu 
reflects the very best of playing 
coaching, planning and profes 
sionalism in this region. Centra 
Coast’s triumph against the odd 
shows that it is possible to suc 
ceed despite the very high stake 
involved. Hopefully their victor 
and the fortunes of Melbourn 
Victory and the Western Wander 
ers will continue the progress o 
Australian club football. If w 
steal the example of English club 
in Europe, it took the might o 
Manchester United 12 years t 
snare the big prize, Aussie club 
need to get cracking! 
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Premier s Plate within reach tor Brisbane 


Brisbane Roar can seal the A- 
League’s Premier’s Plate this 
weekend but they first must win 
away at Sydney FC on Friday 
night. 

A Roar victory at Allianz Stadium, 
combined with draws or worse to 
Western Sydney Wanderers and 
Melbourne Victory, would see 
Mike Mulvey’s men assured of top 
spot with four matches to play. 

Regardless, the men in orange 
should lift the Premier’s Plate this 
season and they are high on confi- 
dence, after responding to back-to- 
back losses with consecutive wins, 
most recently surpassing Adelaide 
United 2-1. 

The Wanderers have lost two on 
the trot in the league, and three in 
all competitions after going down 
3-1 at home to Ulsan in the AFC 
Champions League in February. 
Tony Popovic’s men can keep the 
title race alive with a win over the 
Reds in Parramatta on Saturday, 
however, they will be coming off 
a mid-week venture to south China 
to tackle Guizhou Renhe in the 
continental competition. 

Victory also have the slimmest 
of chances to reel in the Roar but 
Kevin Muscat’s side also have 
Champions League football to 
contend with in mid-week, albeit 
a friendlier location - at home to 


Jeonbuk Motors. 

However, they are not spared fre- 
quent flyer miles this week, as they 
then have to travel to Perth Glory 
on Saturday. 

Perth are set to collect the A- 
League’s wooden spoon, as they 
are two points clear bottom behind 
the rejuvenated Melbourne Heart. 

Heart’s momentum built in five 
straight wins was sapped by a 1-0 


tn 


loss to the Newcastle Jets last time 
out, meaning their 11th-hour push 
for an unlikely finals berth looks 
exactly that once more. 

John van ‘t Schip’s Heart remain 
six points outside the top six, with 
five matches to play, although they 
can get back to winning ways with 
a home clash against Wellington 
Phoenix on Sunday. 

A Heart win would see them leap 


the New Zealand-based club into 
eighth. 

The Jets and the Central Coast 
Mariners go head-to-head in the F3 
derby on Saturday, and it is set to 
bea spicy affair given the teams are 
either side of the top-six bracket. 

The Mariners are sixth, one point 
ahead of the Jets in seventh, mean- 
ing there is a lot on the line for the 
New South Wales-based rivals 
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SFC STATEMENT 
REGARDING ABBAS 
COMPLAINT 


Sydney FC has confirmed it will 
lodge an official complaint with 
Football Federation Australia on 
Monday over comments made to 
midfielder Ali Abbas during Sydney 
FC’s 3-1 victory over Western 
Sydney Wanderers last night. 
Abbas complained about com- 
ments made to him in relation to his 
cultural and religious background. 
Sydney FC Chief Executive Officer 
Tony Pignata said: “We will be 
undergoing due process with FFA. 
“We ask that the privacy of Ali Ab- 
bas is respected at this time and no 
further comment will be made while 
the complaint procedure takes it 
course.” 


NPL BROADCASTS 


Football Federation Victoria (FFV) is 
pleased to announce ‘NPL VIC Live’ 
as its weekly digital radio broadcaster 
for the inaugural National Premier 
Leagues (NPL) 2014. 

One NPL or NPL 1 match will be 
broadcast live each week, mainly on 
Friday nights, with updates on the 
broadcast schedule to be announced 
on the NPL Victoria website and social 
media. 

The broadcasts can be heard at www. 
livecast.com.au or via the Tuneln app 
on smart phones (search ‘Live Cast’). 


Ryan Griffiths transfers to FA Sarawak 


Adelaide United FC midfielder Ryan 
Griffiths has been transferred to 
Malaysian Super League club Foot- 
ball Association of Sarawak. 

Griffiths who has struggled for 
game time recently suffering from 
shin soreness and then a bout of 
concussion will join the Malaysian 
club this week. 

The Red’s football director Michael 
Petrillo said the club did not want 
to deny Griffiths a great opportunity 
and after a short period of negotia- 
tion terms were agreed to over the 
weekend with Griffiths having the 
opportunity to say goodbye to 
the players and football staff last 
Saturday before they flew out for 


the game in Brisbane. 

“It was a difficult decision to 
release Ryan as it’s not a great 
time to lose a player with only five 
games remaining and still compet- 
ing to make the finals, particularly 
now we are outside of the transfer 
window period. However he 
received a very good two year offer 
from Sarawak and we were not in 
a position right now to offer him a 
contract extension due to his lack 
of recent game time. Therefore the 
club didn’t want to stand in his 
way and we were able to quickly 
negotiate a transfer agreement with 
Sarawak that we were all comfort- 
able with. We wish Ryan all the 


best in Malaysia with his new club.” 
Petrillo said. 

Griffiths played four games for the 
Reds during the 2013/14 Hyundai A- 
League season all off the bench as 
a substitute and scored one goal. 


Westfield Matildas claim ‘seventh 
place at Cyprus Women’s Cup 


The Westfield Matildas have 
finished in 7th place at the Cy- 
prus Women’s Cup after defeat- 
ing Italy 5-2 in Paralimni over- 
night. 

In a role reversal from the pre- 
vious matches in the tournament, 
the Westfield Matildas found 
themselves 3-0 up in the first half 
with Sam Kerr opening the scor- 
ing the 17th minute and Emily 
Van Egmond netting a brace, find- 
ing the back of the net in the 22nd 
and 38th minutes respectively. 

After the break Katrina Gorry 
extended the lead in the S6th min- 
ute and substitute Hayley Raso 
completed the Westfield Matildas 
scoring in the 79th minute. 

Italy scored two consolation 


Sam Kerr 


goals late in the game, but never 
looked like threatening the West- 
field Matildas lead. 

Strikers Emily Van Egmond and 
Michelle Heyman finished the 
tournament as joint highest scorers 
for the Matildas each netting three 


goals, while Katrina Gorry and 
Sam Kerr banked two apiece and 
Hayley Raso scored her first goal 
in the green and gold. 

The tournament was claimed by 
France who defeated reining hold- 
ers England 2-0 in the final to 
continue their 40-year domination 
over the Three Lions. 

The Westfield Matildas will now 
continue their preparation for the 
AFC Women’s Asian Cup 2014 
being staged in Vietnam in May. 

Australia are currently ranked 
No.9 in the world and are the 
defending title holders. The four 
semi-finalists at the tournament 
alongside the fifth-placed team 
will all qualify for the FIFA Wom- 
en’s World Cup Canada 2015. 


Australian Trio 
to Referee at 
AFC Women’s 

Asian Cup 


Australian Referee Casey 
Reibelt and Assistant Referees 
Allyson Flynn and Sarah Ho 
have been appointed to officiate 
at the upcoming AFC Women’s 
Asian Cup which will be held in 
Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City. 

The tournament begins in May 
and doubles as qualification for the 
2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup, 
which the trio will also be aiming 
to be involved in. 

FFA Director of Referees Ben 
Wilson was proud that once again 
Australian referees were being 
recognised on the international 
stage for major tournaments. 

“T am very pleased that we have 
three match officials appointed 
to the Women’s Asian Cup,” said 
Wilson. 

“Tt again demonstrates that Aus- 
tralian referees are regarded as 
world class officials and I am very 
confident that they will perform 
strongly in this important tourna- 
ment.” 

The appointments are a fantastic 
endorsement for the three Aus- 
tralian match officials that most 
recently refereed the Westfield W- 
League 2014 Grand Final between 
Melbourne Victory and Brisbane 
Roar. 

“It’s a great honour to be appoint- 
ed with the top match officials to 
the top competition in Asia, partic- 
ularly so early in my international 
career,” said Reibelt. 


Re-brand for Kanaa Cun 


z 
rm 


The 2014 Kanga Cup will take 
place from July 6th to 11th and 
will have a fresh new feel thanks 
to a major rebranding of the 
tournament. Visitors and partici- 
pants to the competition cannot 
fail to see the new branding for 
the Southern Hemispheres larg- 
est international youth football 
tournament. 

The re-design of the iconic Kanga 
Cup logo will re-engage with par- 
ticipants and other audiences to 
increase the tournament’s reach 
and influence. It is not merely a 
new logo but a refreshed approach 
to marketing. The new Kanga Cup 
brand recognises the importance of 
promoting professionalism, unity, 
fun and friendship and alongside a 
new website and a comprehensive 
communications strategy breathes 
new life into the popular event. 
Through refreshing the brand and 
image of the Kanga Cup, Capital 
Football, who hosts and runs the 
competition, hopes to attract more 
commercial partners for the event. 
“The redesign of the Kanga Cup 
logo comes at the right time for the 
competition and we are positive 
that the new look will be well-re- 
ceived by the participants,” Capital 
Football Business Manager Sam 
Irvine said. “The new look will 


also enable us to sell the event to 
potential commercial partners as 
it brings a fresh approach and is in 
keeping with modern design logos 
at major events. 

“In a competitive sponsorship mar- 
ket the dynamic, exciting new logo 
and refreshed marketing approach 
will enable the Kanga Cup to strike 
a chord with potential investors as 
well as, importantly, engaging our 
stakeholders and attracting new 
participants from throughout Aus- 
tralia.” 

The new logo was released recent- 
ly and is now in a prominent posi- 
tion on the newly designed Kanga 
Cup website and all communica- 
tions. The new website has been 
designed to provide a one-stop 
shop for all competing teams and 
supporters and will be the go-to 
for accommodation, event details, 
venues, schedules and Canberra at- 
tractions. 

The 2014 Kanga Cup will take 
place in early July and registrations 
for the event are now open. 
Interested clubs should visit our 
new website at www.kangacup. 
com. For further information on 
how to register to take part. 


Kanga Cup. A Week of Football. A 
Lifetime of Memories. 


Shop 4/11 Lonsdale St. Dandenong (03) 9794 5860 
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Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 


3 Melbourne Victory 
4 Sydney FC 
5 Adelaide United 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 22 


6 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Newcastle Jets 

8 Wellington Phoenix 
9 Melbourne Heart 
10 Perth Glory 


Round 23 Fixture 
Fri Mar 14 Sydney FC v Brisbane Roar 

Sat Mar 15 West Sydney v Wanderers Adelaide United 
Sat Mar 15 Central Coast Mariners v Newcastle Jets 
Sat Mar 15 Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 

Sun Mar 16 Melbourne Heart v Wellington Phoenix 


Round 24 Fixture 


Fri Mar 21 Adelaide United v Sydney FC 

Sat Mar 22 Newcastle Jets v Wellington Phoenix 

Sat Mar 22 Brisbane Roar v Melbourne Victory 

Sun Mar 23 Melbourne Heart v Central Coast Mariners 
Sun Mar 23 West Sydney Wanderers v Perth Glory 


Venue 

Allianz Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 
NIB stadium 

AAMI Park 


Venue 

Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hunter Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
AAMI Park 
Parramatta Stadium 
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AEDT 

7:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
9:30 PM 
4:00 PM 


Local 

7:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
4:00 PM 


Local 

7:00 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 


31 - 
23 - 22 


A-League Title 2013/14 

Brisbane Roar Polls) 
Wanderers 525 
Melbourne Victory 10.0 
Sydney FC 13.0 
Newcastle Jets 21.0 
Central Coast Mariners 26.0 
Wellington Phoenix 26.0 
Melbourne Heart 29.0 
Adelaide United 101 

Perth Glory 101 


WWLWL 
DLWLW 
LWWWW 
DLLLL 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Berisha 22, 52) 
Adelaide United 1 

(Neumann 90+2) 

Crowd: 12,514 @Suncorp Stadium 


Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Cunningham 85) 
Perth Glory 1 (Gallas 34) 


Newcastle Jets 1 Taggart 53’ 
Melbourne Heart 0 
Crowd: 10,117 at Hunter Stadium 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Jeggo 31’, 
Troisi 77’ (pen), Barbarouses 90+3’) 
Central Coast Mariners 1 
(Anderson 63’) 

Crowd: 15,031 @ AAMI Park 


Brisbane Roar 2 

(Besart Berisha 22’,51’) 

Adelaide United 1 ( 

Jeronimo Neumann 90+3’) 

Crowd: 12,514 @ Suncorp Stadium, 
Brisbane 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


A-LEAGUE TEAM! OF THE WEEK Round 22 


Vedran Janjetovic 
Sydney FC 


Perth Glory 


Joshua Brillante 
Newcastle Jets 


Hagi Gligor 
Sydney FC 


Dimitri Petratos 


Brisbane Roar 


The A-League neutrals got what 
they wanted this week in the Sydney 
Derby as a fiery encounter deliv- 
ered brilliant goals and a fantastic 
atmosphere in spite of the contro- 
versial incidents during the second 
half, causing last week’s Melbourne 
equivalent to pale in comparison 
when it came to thrill factor. Vedran 
Janjetovic’s heroics from the penalty 
spot make the eminent shot-stopper 
of the round, while a pair of his team- 
mates also sneaks in to this week’s 
TOTW eleven. 


Vedran Janjetovic — Sydney FC 

With his team down one goal and 
having just conceded a_ penalty 
Janjetovic put it all on the line and 
challenged Mark Bridge to beat him 
from the spot. The intimidation tac- 
tic worked as the Sydney FC keeper 
easily got a hand to Bridge’s weak 
penalty before making several other 
saves to deny the Wanderers a sec- 
ond goal. 


Matt Smith 
Brisbane Roar 


Besart Berisha 
Brisbane Roar 


Joshua Brillante —- Newcastle Jets 
Never a side to control matches, 
the Jets sat back at home and let the 
Heart play their own game on Sat- 
urday. Brillante and the rest of the 
defensive line were up to the task 
though, constantly repelling the op- 
position attacks as they looked to 
sustain their finals charge, with Bril- 
lante in particular also contributing 
at the other end, laying off the final 
pass on a rare foray into the final 
third for Adam Taggart to score the 
winner. 

William Gallas — Perth Glory 

The French international redeemed 
himself for a calamitous mistake 
against the Wanderers a fortnight 
ago by finding the back of the net 
against the Phoenix following a 
swift interchange of passes with 
his teammates and while a late goal 
from Kenny Cunningham denied his 
team the points it would have come 
far sooner if it weren’t for the efforts 
of Gallas in defence. 


Matt Jurman 
Sydney FC 


James Jeggo 
Melbourne Victory 
Anthony Caceres 


Central Coast Mariners 


Adam Taggart 
Newcastle Jets 


Matt Smith — Brisbane Roar 
Uncharacteristically deprived of 
possession by the visiting Reds, 
Matt Smith and his teammates had 
to find a different way of winning 
than their usual Barcelona-esque 
methods. A combative display saw 
the Roar triumph through superior 
finishing, but Smith was a standout 
in keeping the visitors quiet at the 
other end of the field, quickly break- 
ing up dangerous Adelaide attacks 
and easily adapting to the changes in 
his defensive line caused by second 
half substitutions. 

Matt Jurman — Sydney FC 

Although Jurman is not typically a 
left back he acquitted himself mag- 
nificently in the derby, effectively 
consigning the usually menacing 
Youssouf Hersi to an on-field spec- 
tator through his careful marking 
of the Dutch winger. Jurman also 
affected the match in an attacking 
sense, staying alert to head home 
his side’s first goal after Ante Covic 


A. Taggart Newcastle 11 
B. Berisha Brisbane 10 
S.Huysegems Wellington 10 
J. Troisi Mel Victory 10 
D. Williams Mel Heart 10 
J. Neumann Adelaide Utd 9 
A. Del Piero Sydney FC 8 
Cirio Adelaide Utd 7 
K. Cunningham Wellington 7 
Fabio Ferreira Adelaide Utd 7 
Guilherme Mel Victory 7 
Compiled by 
Nick Amies 


eel Vedran Janjetovic saves Mark Bridge’s penalty 
: a a in the Sydney Derby. Photo: GEORGE MARIN 
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ovic’s free-kick. 

Hagi Gligor —- Sydney FC 

The young midfielder continues to 
grow in stature at the base of Fa- 
rina’s central diamond and turned 
in one of his better performances for 
the Sky Blues at Allianz Stadium. If 
the embattled Farina can hold onto 
his job beyond this season, the mid- 
field duo of Gligor and Terry Anto- 
nis can become the foundation that 
the new Sydney FC is built around. 
James Jeggo — Melbourne Victory 
The Victory midfield took on an 
unfamiliar set-up against the Mari- 
ners, with Leigh Broxham pushed 
back into defence and Mark Mil- 
ligan missing through international 
selection. Up stepped James Jeggo, 
one of the few Victory players who 
looked to control the flow of the 
game with meaningful possession 
rather than attack on the counter. 
Jeggo combined his impressive ar- 
ray of distribution with the hards 
yard in defence and a goal of his 
own to show Kevin Muscat he has 
an able second choice to Milligan if 
the skipper was to move on to better 


things. 

Anthony Caceres - Central Coast 
Mariners 

One of the main beneficiaries of Phil 
Moss’ tenure, Caceres has grown 
into a potential game-changer in the 
centre of the park as well a sound 
pivot that links defence and attack. 
Though his side was undone by a 
late surge from the Victory, Cac- 
eres can take away a multitude of 
positives from his individual perfor- 
mance and looks to be the next big 
thing to come of the Mariners pro- 
duction line of talent. 

Dimitri Petratos — Brisbane Roar 
With Thomas Broich largely inef- 
fectual apart from his phantom 
goal Mike Mulvey’s side enjoyed 
far more penetration on the right 
flank thanks to Dimitri Petratos, 
who constantly asked questions of 
the Adelaide defence with his pace 
and trickery. A fine cross to pick out 
Matt McKay created his side’s first 
goal and with some more compo- 
sure in the second half the scoreline 
could have doubled in the Roar’s 
favour, but the young winger blazed 
shots over the goal rather than pass 


to teammates in better positions. 
Adam Taggart — Newcastle Jets 

The young striker may have to work 
on his lvl finishing after fluffing 
his lines twice against the Heart, 
but the fact that he can consistently 
create chances of that quality speaks 
volumes of his quality as a striker. 
Regardless of his misses though, 
Taggart was on hand to score the 
winning goal and continues his per- 
sonal crusade for the golden boot. 
Besart Berisha — Brisbane Roar 

The Albanian striker was the dif- 
ference between the two sides at 
Suncorp stadium, scoring a brace of 
contrasting methods to extend the 
Roar’s lead at the top of the ladder. 
Berisha opened the scoring with a 
true poacher’s finish, finding himself 
on the edge of the six-yard box to 
tap home Matt McKay’s square pass 
before securing the game-clinching 
second goal with a thunderous effort 
from outside the area in the second 
half. Despite announcing his depar- 
ture at the end of the season weeks 
ago Berisha’s performances haven’t 
diminished and he will be key in 
their title challenge. 


Photos:ANITA MILAS 


ictory Claim Clinica 


Melbourne Victory 


Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Jeggo 31’, 
Troisi (Pen) 77’, Barbarouses 90+3’) 
Central Coast Mariners 1 
(Anderson 63’) 

Aami Park, Melbourne 

Referee: Ben Williams 

Attendance: 15,031 


Melbourne Victory: 20. Lawrence 
Thomas (Gk), 2. Pablo Contreras, 6. 
Leigh Broxham (C), 7. Gui Finkler, 
10. Archie Thompson, 11. Connor 
Pain (9. Kosta Barbarouses 61’), 
14. James Troisi (26. Jordan Brown 
90+3’), 16. Rashid Mahazi, 17. 
James Jeggo (22. Jesse Makarou- 
nas 87’), 24. Scott Galloway, 25. 
Jason Geria 

Substitutes Not Used: 1. NathaN 
Coe (Gk), 30. Dylan Murnane 
Yellow Cards: Jeggo 82’, Mahazi 
87’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Central Coast Mariners Fe: 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 4. Marcel Seip, 5. 
Zachary Anderson, 6. Brent Griffiths, 
7. John Hutchinson (C), 9. Mitchell 
Duke, 11. Nick Fitzgerald (21. 

Mile Sterjovski 82’), 17. Anthony 
Caceres, 20. Bernie Ibini (19. Matt 
Simon 77’), 26. Kim Seung-Yong 
(28. Glen Trifiro 66’), 29. Matt Sim 
Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk), 8. Nick Montgomery 
Yellow Cards: Anderson 

Red Cards: Nil 
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a 1-0 Jimmy Jeggo opens the scoring 


and has the crowd up on 


The Melbourne Victory re- 
corded a clinical 3-1 win over 
the Central Coast Mariners 
despite the visitors enjoying the 
major share of possession and 
chances. 

Goals by Jimmy Jeggo, James 
Troisi and Kosta Barbarouses can- 
celled out Zac Anderson’s strike 
as the Victory now jump to third 
on the ladder, although it will have 
to wait until the end of the week- 
end to see if it holds that position. 
The hosts were coming off a 
4-0 belting by rivals Melbourne 
Heart, in the derby last week and 


2-1 James Troisi scores from the spot 
and the Victory are on the march. 


NEW SEASONS START LATE FEGRUARY F 


its feet. 


were looking to move on from 
the smacking. Kevin Muscat had 
no Tom Rogic or Mark Milligan, 
as the duo was out on Socceroos 
duty, as well as no Nick Ansell, 
who was suspended. 

As for the Mariners, Phil Moss’ 
side broke its four-game losing 
streak by defeating Sydney FC 2-1 
last weekend and was looking to 
regain its form ahead of the finals 
series. 

And it was the visitors who domi- 
nated the opening proceedings and 
was unlucky not to take the lead 
in the 11th minute when stand-in 
Victory captain Leigh Broxham’s 
deflected header smashed off the 
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Three Points 


woodwork and bounced to fast for 
Mitchell Duke to take control. 
The Mariners continued to try and 
break open the Victory, pulsating 
down the flanks and Nick Fitzger- 
ald flashed wide a header thanks to 
a Duke cross. But it was the hosts 
who took the lead thanks to some 
magical work from Gui Finkler. 
The Brazilian weaved his way 
around the Mariners defence be- 
fore pinpointing a pass to Jeggo, 
who was alone on the edge of the 
box. Breezing passed two defend- 
ers, Jeggo smashed into a low 
drive to give the hosts a surprise 
lead. 

The second half started more fran- 
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tic than the first with both sides 
pushing forward in a bid to score 
more. 

It was the Mariners who found 
the equaliser, thanks to a blun- 
der by Victory ‘keeper Lawrence 
Thomas. 

The ‘keeper raced out to catch a 
Kim Seung-Yong free kick, but 
completely missed the ball, allow- 
ing Anderson with a open goal all 
to himself to jab in the equaliser. 
However, Anderson soon turned 
villain, when an Archie Thompson 
cross rattled against Anderson’s 
arm and the referee had no option 
but to point to the spot. 

Troisi stepped up to take the pen- 


Father knows best: Archie Thompson 
celebrates with his son, who was a ball 


boy for the match . 


« 


Starting From 
January 3ist 


e® 9 


Cost of the free come & try class will be included in enrolment fee if the child decides to continue on. Offer only applies if the child doesn't return bock to Grasshopper Soccer for that term 


CUT THIS ADVERT OUT AND RECEIVE 
A FREE GRASSHOPPER SOCCER WATER BOTTLE 
ONCE YOU ENROL. OFFER ENDS JAN 315' 2014 


TO FIND YOUR NEAREST LOCATION AND TO ENROL, GO 10 
GRASSHOPPERSOCCER.COM.AU 
a GRASSHOPPER SOCCER NOW FRANCHISING! 
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Match Stats 


24 Tackles 20 
7 Total Shots 9 
448 Total Passes 576 
44.2% Possession 53.6% 
6 Corners 4 
KI Offsides 1 
18 Fouls committed 16 


Man of the Match 
Gui Finkler (Victory) 
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alty and delivered the goal, but no 
after it smashed undermeath the 
bar and bounced in. 

In the last ten minutes, the Mari- 

ners pushed forward to rescue 
the game, but in a sucker-punch, 
Thompson broke free with the ball 
down the wing, before cutting it 
back to an all alone Barbarouses 
who smashed in the final nail ir 
the Mariners’ coffin. 
Next week, the Victory travel to 
face the Perth Glory as it looks to 
continue its charge to the top two. 
While the Mariners have the F3 
Derby against the Newcastle Jets 
next Saturday night. 
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Determined Jets halt Heart’s hot streak 


m1 


Melbourne Heart 


MELBOURNE 


Match Details 


Newcastle Jets 1 (Taggart 53’) 
Melbourne Heart 0 

At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 10,117 

Referee: Adam Kersey 
Assistants: Lance Greenshields, 
Leigh Pigram 

Fourth official: Tim McGilchrist 


Newcastle Jets: 1. Mark 
Birighitti (gk), 4. Kew Jaliens, 6. 
Zenon Caravella (24. Mitchell 
Oxborrow 82’), 7. Andrew 
Hoole (23. David Carney 54’), 8. 
Ruben Zadkovich (c), 9. Emile 
Heskey (5. Ben Kantarovski 
72), 11. Craig Goodwin, 14. 
Josh Mitchell, 15. Josh Bril- 
lante, 21. Sam Gallaway, 22. 
Adam Taggart 


Substitutes not used: 13. Joey 
Gibbs 20. Ben Kennedy (gk) 


Yellow cards: Mitchell 24’, 
Zadkovich 80’, Carney 90’, 
Oxborrow 90+2 

Red Cards: nil 


Melbourne Heart: 1. Andrew 
Redmayne (gk), 3. Rob Wielaert 
(c), 4. Orlando Engelaar (10. 
Harry Kewell 68’), 7. lain 
Ramsay, 8. Massimo Murdocca, 
13.Jonatan Germano, 15. David 
Williams, 16. Aziz Behich (19. 
Ben Garuccio 77’), 17. Jason 
Hoffman (22. Nick Kalmar 60’), 
23. Mate Dugandzic, 24. Patrick 
Kisnorbo 


Subs: 6. Patrick Gerhardt, 20. 
Tando Velaphi (gk) 


Yellow Cards: Engelaar 50’ 
Red cards: nil 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets defeated 
the Melbourne Heart 1-0 in 
front of 10,117 fans at Hunt- 
er Stadium, stopping the 
Heart’s impressive run in the 
process. 
Melbourne were going for their 
sixth straight A-League victory 
but were foiled by an Adam 
Taggart strike in the 53rd min- 
ute. 
Taggart has become a thorn in 
the side of the Heart, having 
made it his fourth goal against 
them this season as he has 
climbed to the summit in the 
race for the A-League golden 
boot. 
It wasn’t the prettiest of match- 
es and this mood was summed 
up by both managers after the 
full-time whistle. 
“Tt was an ugly win but I don’t 
think we have had too many of 
those this season,” Jets manager 
Clayton Zane said. 
“T think for the neutral watcher 
it wasn’t a good game,” replied 
his counterpart John Van’t 
Schip. 
It was a game that both sides 
had ample opportunities to win 
and this was also reflected upon 
by the managers in the post- 
game wash up. 
Jets manager Zane was particu- 
larly unimpressed with the first 
half showing of his men as the 
Heart began the stronger of the 
two teams. 
“T think we were lucky to come 
in and still have our goal intact 
at half-time,” he said. 
“On a different day we might 
have been punished for that.” 
Van’t Schip was left to lament 
what might have been after 
his men squandered a couple 
of promising opportunities 
throughout the match. 
“We had our chances in the be- 
ginning of the game, the second 
half as well,” he said. 
“Tt could have gone both ways 
this game and today it went the 
way of Newcastle.” 
Earlier, it was the Heart who 
made the running and was un- 
fortunate not to be ahead on 10 
minutes. 

Jets keeper Mark Birighitti 
failed to punch the ball cleanly 


under pressure from towering 
Heart midfielder Orlando Enge- 
laar, with the rebound falling 
the way of Jonatan Germano. 
His improvised volley looped 
over Kew Jaliens on the line, 
only to be denied by the post. 
Newcastle’s best chance came 
from their English marquee 
Emile Heskey in the 25th min- 
ute. 

Craig Goodwin curled in a 
tempting free kick which was 
met by Heskey who could only 
manage to loop his header nar- 
rowly wide of Andrew Red- 
mayne’s goal. 

Heart again should have taken 
the lead a minute after the break 
through their leading scorer Da- 
vid Williams. 

A cross was drilled low across 
the box and was smothered 
away by Birighitti straight 
into the path of the striker. He 
couldn’t keep his effort down 
from just outside the six yard 
box with the goal at his mercy. 
Taggart made him pay a few 
minutes later in what was ar- 
guably the best move of the 
match. 

Skipper Ruben Zadkovich 
played a gorgeous diagonal 
ball into the path of right back 
Josh Brillante who controlled 
beautifully with his head to get 
in behind Heart fullback Aziz 
Behich. 

Brillante drilled a low ball 
across the edge of the six yard 
box and Taggart could hardly 
miss, as he smashed his shot 
past Redmayne, who had abso- 
lutely no chance. 

Melbourne continued to chase 
the game from this point which 
led to further chances for the 
home team to extend the lead. 
Taggart should have doubled 
his tally but missed a one-on- 
one with Redmayne in the clos- 
ing stages. 

There was still time for the 
Heart to create one final 
chance in stoppage time but 
what would have been a well- 
deserved equaliser from Iain 
Ramsay’s snapshot flew wide 
of Birighitti’s goal. 

The F3 derby awaits for the Jets 
next round in Gosford, while 
the Heart face Wellington back 
at AAMI Park. 
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Clean cut: David Williams (Heart) attempts to cut out Josh Brillante’s (Jets) pass. 5 
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Tackles 
Fe Total Shots a bn. 
293 Total Passes 411 
42.5% Possession 57.5% 
4 Corners 3 
5 Offsides 5 


17. Fouls committed 14 


Newcastle’s Emil Heskey and Heart’s 
Jonaton Germano take a flight of fancy 


On the ball: Newcastle Jets hero 
Adam Taggart comes under close 
attention from Heart’s rob Wielaert 
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Sydney FC 
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Western Sydney 
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Match Details 


Sydney FC 3 (Jurman 59’, Garcia 75’, 
Abbas pen. 90+3’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 1 

(Ono 50’). 

Allianz Stadium 

Crowd: 40,285 

Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


SYDNEY FC: 20. Vedran JANJETOVIC 
(gk), 4. Ranko DESPOTOVIC (70’ Alec 
UROSEVSKI), 5. Matthew JURMAN, 

6. Nikola PETKOVIC, 10. Alessandro 
DEL PIERO(c) (62’ Corey GAMEIRO), 
11. Richard GARCIA, 13. Sasa 
OGNENOVSKI, 17. Terry ANTONIS, 22. 
Ali ABBAS, 24. Hagi GLIGOR, 34. Aaron 
CALVER. 

Unused Substitutes: 1. Ivan 
NECEVSKI (gk), 2. Seb RYALL, 28. Matt 
THOMPSON. 


Yellow cards: 27’ M.Jurman, 86’ 
A Abbas, 88’ A.Calver 


WESTERN SYDNEY WANDERERS: 1. 
Ante COVIC (gk), 3. Adam D’APUZZO, 
4. Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY, 5. Michael 
BEAUCHAMP (c), 6. Jerome POLENZ, 
8. Mateo POLJAK (70’ Aaron MOOY), 
11. Brendan SANTALAB, 17. Yousef 
HERSI, 18. lacopo LA ROCCA, 19. 
Mark BRIDGE, 21. Shinji ONO (70’ Gol- 
gol MEBRAHTU(77’ Labinot HALITI)). 


Unused Substitutes: 2. Shannon 
COLE, 20. Jerrad TYSON (gk). 


Yellow Cards: 22’ B.Santalab, 78’ 
A.Mooy, 87’ L.Haliti, 90+1’ N.Topor- 
Stanley, 90+2’ J.Polenz 
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Sky Blues sky high after epic derby win 


1-1 Wanderers keeper Ante Covic misjudges the cross and Matt aun 
is on hand at the back post to steer the ball home with his shoulder. 
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Tackles 15 

Total Shots 14 

360 Total Passes 417 
46.3% Possession 53.7% 
1 Corners 5 
0 Offsides 3 
21 + Foulscommitted 18 


Man of the Match 
Sash Ognenovski (SFC) 


By Bryson Ferriera 


Last weekends Sydney derby 
once again lived up to all the 
hype, as the Sky Blues soared 
into top four contention with a 
3-1 win over their Western Syd- 
ney rivals. 

Despite the return of the NRL, 
Sydney’s biggest sporting crowd 
of the weekend witnessed goals to 
Matt Jurman, Richard Garcia and 
Ali Abbas, which cancelled out 
Shinji Ono’s opener and sent the 
Sky Blues faithful into raptures. 
The scoreline could have differed 
as the Wanderers squandered 
several opportunities, namely 
a missed Mark Bridge penalty, 
saved by Vedran Janjetovic. 

The saved penalty proved to be 
the turning point in not only an 
enthralling and heated encounter, 


but quite possibly Sydney FC’s 
season. 

Having taken the lead just after 
half time through their Japanese 
star Shinji Ono, the Wanderers 
could have killed off the game 
early after Richard Garcia was 
adjudged to have brought down 
Youssouf Hersi in the box. 

In what could prove to be the 
most important save of his career, 
Janjetovic and his men rallied 
further up field, grabbing a fortu- 
nate equalizer from a free kick in 
the 58th minute, after Ante Covic 
failed to clear the cross with his 
punch after leaving his line. 

Janjetovic then continued his 
good form, and in the 63rd min- 
ute, lept through the air to punch 
a curling Yousef Hersi effort away 
as the game began to open up. 

Despite chances for both teams, 
there was an air of inevitability 


1-0 Shinji Ono draws first blood in the 
highly anticipated Sydney Derby 
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about the Sky Blues second goal, 
even if it was the result of an ab- 
solute howler from Wanderers 
captain, Michael Beauchamp. 
With space and time Covic 
played an innocuous looking ball 
to Beauchamp, however the for- 
mer Sky Blue got his direction all 
wrong on the return pass, playing 
the ball into space allowing Gar- 
cia to run onto it and slot home in 
front of The Cove. 
A desperate Wanderers team then 
pushed forward in an attempt to 
salvage something from the game, 
and nearly did when Aaron Mooy 
whipped a curling free kick into 
the six-yard box that found the 
head of Brendan Santalab, how- 
ever the former Sky Blue’s effort 
sailed over the bar. 
From that point on it wasn’t go- 
ing to be the Wanderers night, and 
in the 3rd minute of injury time, 


Sydney FC was awarded a pen- 
alty after Jerome Polenz comi- 
cally handled in the area, which 
Ali Abbas coolly slotted home 
to put the icing on a determined 
performance. 
Unfortunately, what was an amaz- 
ing spectacle was overshadowed 
by an accusation by Ali Abbas 
that a Wanderers player racially 
abused the Iraqi born Sky Blue. 
The Wanderer [thought to be 
Brendan Santalab] has since de- 
nied that the accusations are in 
any way true, leading some to 
believe the Iraqi may have been 
looking for someone to blame for 
his on field outburst. 
Regardless of what actually hap- 
pened, racism should not be tol- 
erated in the A-League, and I’m 
sure all the necessary action will 
be taken to ensure a just outcome 
occurs. 


The Sydney FC bench of Frank Farina and 
Rado Vidosic try to calm down Ali Abbas 
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Unfortunately this is not the first 
time it has occurred on the foot- 
ball pitch, and it wont be the last. 

For the Wanderers, it’s all hands 
on deck after another mid-wee 
ACL match, this time in China, 
while the in form Sky Blues take 
on the table topping Roar in a 
mouth-watering clash on Satur- 
day night at Allianz. 

The Sky Blues have produced 
some excellent results over the 
past month, but it remains to be 
seen whether they can continue 
that forms for the rest of the sea- 
son given what we’ve seen from 
them so far this year. 

Frank Farina finally looks to be 
getting the best out of his play- 
ers, let’s hope he can continue to 
guide his Sky Blues into the top 
four, despite what many believe 
to be his final season in charge at 
Sydney FC. 
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Cunningham rescues Phoenix with late show 


Wellington Phoenix By Joe Gallagher 
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Perth Glory 


Match Details 


Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Cunningham 85) 
Perth Glory 1 (Gallas 34) 


Phoenix 

1.Glen MOSS (GK), 2.Manny 
MUSCAT, 5.Michael BOX- 

ALL, 9.Kenny CUNNINGHAM, 
10.Stein HUYSEGEMS, 
11.Jeremy BROCKIE, 12.Tyler 
BOYD, 15.Jason HICKS, 
17.Vince LIA, 18.Ben SIGMUND, 
19.Hamish WATSON, 20.Lewis 
ITALIANO (GK), 21.Carlos HER- 
NANDEZ, 22.Andrew DURANTE 
(c), 23.Matthew RIDENTON, 
24.Roy KRISHNA, 25.Shaun 
TIMMINS. 


Perth Glory 

2.Jack CLISBY, 3.Brandon 
O'NEILL, 4.Ryan EDWARDS, 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS, 7.Jacob 
BURNS, 8.Nebojsa MARINK- 
OVIC, 10.Jamie MACLAREN, 
14.Steven McGARRY, 16.Sidnei 
SCIOLA MORAES, 17.Chris 
HAROLD, 18.Jack DUNCAN (gk), 
19.Josh RISDON, 20.Daniel 

DE SILVA, 24.Matthew DA- 
VIES, 23.Michael THWAITE, 
28.Darvydas SERNAS, 
36.William GALLAS, 39.Luke 
RADONICH (gk) 
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Wellington Phoenix’s playoff 
ambitions were dealt a tough, 
if not yet fatal, blow on Sun- 
day as they were held to a 1-1 
draw with Perth Glory in New 
Zealand. 

It was a case of 70 uninspiring 
minutes followed by 20 in the 
ascendancy for the home side, 
who finished well and truly on 
top but were ultimately undone 
by a lack of potency in the final 
third. 

Much has been made of the 
side’s need to win its fixtures 
against those alongside it on the 
table, and in that endeavour the 
Phoenix have so far failed — los- 
ing to Melbourne Heart and Ad- 
elaide and drawing with Perth in 
the past month. 

In truth, the stalemate doesn’t 
suit Kenny Lowe’s side any bet- 
ter, leaving the Western Austra- 
lians still rooted to the bottom 
of the A-League ladder and even 
further from a finals spot which 
is appearing increasingly unlike- 
ly for the Glory. 

Wellington Phoenix coach Er- 
nie Merrick had some shuffling 
to do with his matchday squad, 
with a number of players either 
injured or on international duty 
during the week. 

He offered a first start to striker 
Roy Krishna, who replaced All 
White Tyler Boyd in the start- 
ing eleven. There was also room 
for the left-back Josh Brindell- 
South, whose evening was cut 
short when he became the first 
(of many) victim of a poor play- 
ing surface, clearly suffering 
from the effects of a profes- 
sional rugby match just 48 hours 
earlier. 

Krishna impressed through- 
out and, on another day, might 
have opened his account for the 
club. He fired wide on the vol- 
ley and had an effort cleared off 
the line before he was denied by 
the upright. Set free by a Car- 
los Hernandez through-ball, the 
Fijian beat Jack Duncan with 
the outside of his right boot but 


0-1 Perth Glory take a surprise lead and celebrate 
a goal by French star William Gallas 


couldn’t quite direct the shot on 
goal, denied his first A-League 
goal by the thinnest of margins. 
In the second half Krishna’s first 
touch let him down when set free 
of his marker - but credit must 
go to the youngster Duncan, who 
was off his line in a flash. 

But Wellington’s creativity was 
sorely lacking in the first period, 
and they found themselves be- 
hind after half an hour through 
a rare strike by William Gallas. 
Stein Huysegems coughed up 
possession all too easily in the 
middle of the park, the French- 
man continued his surge into the 
box, collecting the pass Jacob 
Burns and finishing smartly with 
his left foot. 

Other than the goal the visitors 
scarcely threatened, only a sec- 
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1-1 With only mintes left on the clock, Costa Rican international 
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Kenny Cunningham heads home to salvage a point for the Phoenix. 


ond half header by Chris Harold 
threatening Glen Moss in the 
Wellington goal. 

The 17-year-old Phoenix mid- 
fielder Matthew Ridenton, who 
started in place of the suspended 
Manny Muscat, profited from the 
Glory’s obvious efforts to close 
down Hernandez in the middle 
of the park. Afforded more room 
than he might have been other- 
wise, he shot narrowly wide in 
the first half but should certainly 
have done better in the second, 
firing over the bar with the goal 
at his mercy. 

On the second occasion the 
Phoenix had started to find their 
straps. Merrick threw on Boyd 
and the youngster’s energy pro- 
vided the spark the home side 
needed. He and Shaun Timmins, 
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16 Tackles 25 
21 Total Shots 7 
420 Total Passes 339 
54.1% Possession 45.9% 
7 Corners 4 
3 Offsides 2 
14 Fouls committed 15 


—_* 


who was brought into the squad 
mid-week and came on after the 
Brindell-South injury, must have 
delivered a dozen balls into the 
box in the final fifteen minutes 
alone. 

In the end it was Wellington’s 
Costa Rican Kenny Cunning- 
ham who scored the equaliser 
with five minutes to play, rising 
highest to nod home a cross by 
Boyd. Only minutes earlier the 
winger bundled a header wide of 
the post, and his goal was just re- 
ward for a tireless display. Cun- 
ningham had given all he had to 
the Phoenix cause, and his per- 
formance could only be faulted 
by a couple of cynical dives in 
the second half. 

Huysegems gave up the oppor- 
tunity to join Adam Taggart atop 


=_ TT 
Perth Glory debutant goalkeeper Jack Duncan dives bravely 
at the feet of Roy Krishna to spoil another Phoenix attack 


the golden boot standings, twice 
heading over the bar, including 
once in stoppage time when he 
would have been expected to do 
at least hit the target. 

But though they did enough in 
the final quarter to win the game, 
it would have been harsh on 
Perth not to take something from 
their long trip east - a 1-1 draw a 
fair reflection of the game on the 
balance of play. 

It means that Wellington’s trip to 
Melbourne Heart next week edg- 
es the side ever closer to must- 
win territory. 

The Glory remain eight points 
out of the playoffs and with con- 
secutive games against the top 
two to come, Lowe might al- 
ready be in that territory. 
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Brisbane Roar 


Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 2 

(Besart Berisha 22’,51’) 
Adelaide United 1 
(Jeronimo Neumann 90+3’) 
Sunday, 9 March 2014 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Shaun Evans 
Crowd: 12,514 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael 
Theo (Gk), 2. Matthew Smith 
(C), 3. Shane Stefanutto, 5. Ivan 
Franjic (19. Jack Hingert 46’), 7 
Besart Berisha, 11. Liam Miller 
(8. Steven Lustica 78’), 13. 
Jade North (26. Corey Brown 
59’), 17. Matthew Mckay, 18. 
Luke Brattan, 22. Thomas 
Broich, 23. Dimiti Petratos 


Substitutes Not Used: 10. 
Henrique, 20. Matthew ACton 
(Gk) 


Yellow Cards: Luke Brattan 30’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene 
Galekovic (Gk/C), 3. Nigel 
Boogaard, 4. Jonathan Mckain, 
5. Osama Malik, 7. Jeronimo 
Neumann, 8. Isais, 9. Sergio 
Cirio, 14. Cameron Watson (10. 
Marcelo Carrusca 46’), 18. Mi- 
chael Zullo, 21. Tarek Elrich (2. 
Michael Marrone 63’), 22. Fabio 
Ferreira (17. Awer Mabil 63’) 
Substitutes Not Used: 20. Paul 
Izzo (Gk), 23. Jordan Elsey 


Yellow Cards: Cameron Watson 
36’, Fabio Ferreira 40’, Jona- 
than Mckain 61’ 


Red Cards: Nil 
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Berisha Brace Moves Roar ba a “t the Top 


By Jarrod Ellis 


The clash of the A-League’s en- 
tertainers wasn’t quite the foot- 
ball extravaganza that was hoped 
for from some quarters but that 
won’t have mattered to Brisbane 
Roar fans as their side claimed a 
2-1 victory and moved ten points 
clear at the top. 

Goals to Besart Berisha either side 
of the interim put Brisbane in front 
before Adelaide’s Argentine import 
Jeronimo Neumann cut the deficit 
with a thunderous shot from the 
edge of the penalty area in second 
half stoppage time. 

The Reds had the better of the 
opening exchanges, imposing 
themselves on the hosts and were 
unlucky not to open the scoring. 

There was a growing nervousness 
amongst the crowd that this might 
not be the Roar’s day but that was 
largely quieted in the 22nd minute 
when Besart Berisha found the 
back of the net for the first time 
that afternoon. 

Dimitri Petratos cut in from the 
right flank and sent a perfectly 
weighted ball across the face of 
goal with his left foot, which Matt 
McKay played back across goal 


1-0 Besart Berisha 


with a single touch for Berisha to 
tap in. 

The goal came completely against 
the run of play, at the time Bris- 
bane had only seen 36% of the ball 
but opening the scoring seemed to 
galvanise their efforts and allowed 
them to exert more control on pro- 
ceedings. 

Adelaide replied with a low drive 
from Sergio Cirio that was saved 
by Michael Theo. The Spaniard lat- 
er dispossessed Liam Miller but he 
hit the ball well over the bar when 
he should have done better. 
Brisbane should have been 2-0 up 
on the stroke of half-time cour- 
tesy of a stellar strike from Thomas 
Broich that streaked past Eugene 
Galekovic before cannoning off 
the underside of the crossbar and 
down to earth. The ball bounced 
back into play, referee Shaun Evans 
waving play on. 

However replays showed that it was 
indeed a goal, with the ball having 
bounced over the line before spin- 
ning back into the field of play. The 
decision to deny Brisbane what 
was a fair goal will again raise the 
issue of whether video replays or 
the placement of an official behind 
each goal should be introduced in 


Besart Berisha is on the double for 
the Roar, who now look to have 
the Premiers Plate within reach 


magnet 


21 Tackles 

12 Total Shots 
326 Total Passes 
42.2% Possession 
2 Corners 

4 Offsides 0 
22 Fouls committed 13 


Man of the Match 
Besart Berisha (Roar) 
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is on hand to finish a Brisbane move from close range. 


the A-League to ensure such wrong 
decisions are prevented. 

Brisbane went further ahead six 
minutes into the second half when 
Berisha, after being served by Bro- 
ich, hit a glorious rising shot that 
went in off the post. 

Adelaide’s players appeared shak- 
en and it took them a while to react 
but when they did they should have 
scored after Cirio set up Osama 
Malik but the midfielder could only 
head over the bar from four metres 
out. 

Berisha almost had a third in injury 
time but it was Jeronimo Neumman 
who would strike late on. Four min- 
utes into added time the Argentine 
chested the ball down on the left 
hand edge of the Roar penalty box 
before unleashing a rocket of a shot 


that blasted past Theo at the near 
post. 

Broich’s denied goal inevitably 
drew questions after the match and 
Mike Mulvey was keen to explore 
technological solutions. 

“That technology exists and we 
should see if we could get it here,” 
he said. 

“Maybe it’s a little bit pricey but 
things like that are things of beauty, 
a strike from 30 metres and its 2-0, 
it changes the game. 

“T can be quite calm about it be- 
cause we’ve won the game but 
there’s going to be a time, an in- 
stance, where it will cost a coach a 
game or a place in the finals and it’s 
not right in today’s day and age.” 

Adelaide coach Josep Gombau 
also said the technology should be 


Brisbane’s Corey Brown goes down amid close 
attention from Awer Mabi and Michael Marrone. 
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adopted to make the game fairer. 
“In normal life we use technolog 
then why not in football,” he said. 
“Tf it’s a goal, it’s a goal. Finish 
For the referee, it’s difficult.” 
Despite Broich’s strike being ruled 
out Brisbane still claimed the wi 
and the three points pushes the 
Roar within touching distance o 
both the Premiers Plate and a spo 
in next seasons Asian Champions 
League. 

With only five rounds to pla 
both those prizes could be claimec 
should Brisbane defeat Sydney FC 
at Allianz Stadium on Friday night 
and both Western Sydney and Mel. 
bourne Victory lose their respective 
matches. 
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SYDNEY 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 
2.Seb RYALL 

5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
11.Richard GARCIA 
13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI 
15.Terry MCFLYNN 

16.Joel CHIANESE 

17.Terry ANTONIS 

19.Nick CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24.Hagi GLIGOR 

28.Matt THOMPSON 
29.Alec UROSEVSKI 
34.Aaron CALVER 

*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 15.Terry MCFLYNN (promoted), 
16.Joel CHIANESE (promoted), 
19.Nick CARLE (promoted) 


Outs: 4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC (knee 
— 4 weeks) 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT 
(knee — season), Pedj BOJIC (back 
— season) 


f Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages SD 


Sydney’s time 
to Roar? 


Sydney FC will be looking to con- 
tinue their good form this week- 
end against the table-topping 
Brisbane Roar, after one of the 
more important victories of their 
season last weekend against the 
Wanderers. 

The Sky Blues will no doubt be 
sky high this week, but will know 
that an in form Brisbane team could 
bring them crashing back down to 
earth at Allianz on Friday night. 

Events in Sydney dominated the 
back pages this week, but the best 
football was definitely on display at 
Suncorp Stadium, as premiers-elect 
Roar did what they had to get a re- 
sult against one of the form teams 
in Adelaide United. 

The Sydney soap opera and the 
amazing resurgence of Melbourne 
Heart and Adelaide United have 
distracted most people from the 
fact that Brisbane are heading to- 
wards the Premiers Plate in cruise 
control. 

After a lean few weeks from the 
team north of the border, the Roar 
seem to have found their groove 
again, after consecutive victories 
over the Glory and Reds respec- 
tively. 

The most impressive thing about 
their display against a confident 
Adelaide United on the weekend 
was their ability to ground out a 
result. 

Brisbane certainly weren’t at their 
best, but still did enough to get the 
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3 points, something the Sky Blues 
haven’t been able to do this year; 
they’ve either been very good, or 
very bad. 

The fact that Brisbane have dropped 
points over the past month, and still 
remain 10 points clear at the top, 
speaks volumes on how far behind 
the chasing back is, both on the table 
and on the pitch. 

If Saturday night’s derby was a test 
to see if the Sky Blues can mix it 
with the best, Friday night’s battle 
against the Roar will be a true reflec- 
tion of where they’re at. 

Don’t get me wrong, Sydney FC’s 
victory on Saturday night was a huge 
confidence booster for the team and 
fans, but I get the feeling the inten- 


Fri Mar 14 Allianz Stadium 7:30 PM 


sity and emotion of the derby may 
have lifted them to a level unreach- 
able against the Roar. 

Brisbane will watch the tape this 
week and simply realise all they 
have to do is limit their mistakes 
and take their chances. 

The Wanderers made 3 errors last 
week and Sydney scored 3 goals; 
apart from that the Sky Blues didn’t 
create much. 

The trouble for Sydney FC this 
week is going to be keeping Bris- 
bane scoreless. 

Although they’ve looked far more 
organised since the inception of for- 
mer Socceroo Sash Ognenovski in 
the center of defense, Farina’s men 
have only had one clean sheet in 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 28 
Sydney FC 7 
Roar 13 
Draw 8 


Referee: Peter O’Leary 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Grandstand 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SYDvBRI 


their past six outings. 

It’s hard to see Sydney’s forwards 
creating too many problems for the 
Roar defense either, unless Brisbane 
decide to ‘do a Wanderer’ and give 
away three goals cheaply. 

It’s certainly going to be an en- 
thralling encounter on Friday night 
between two teams looking to con- 
tinue their recent good form with 
the finals just around the corner. 

Sydney showed great spirit and 

determination last weekend, but I 
can’t see them having enough flair 
to breakdown the best side in the 
competition, let alone keep out a 
team with in form players like Bro- 
ich and Berisha. 
If Sydney does win, it will be a 1-0 
scoreline. 
Unfortunately, It will be Mulvey’s 
men who will put the icing on their 
premiership cake In the heart of the 
harbour city. 


All KO times are AEDT 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
7.Besart BERISHA 
8.Steven LUSTICA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
14.Diogo FERRIERA 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
26.Corey BROWN 
28.Brandon BORRELLO. 


Ins: 14.Diogo FERREIRA (pro- 
moted), 28.Brandon BORRELLO 
(promoted) 


Outs: 5.Ivan FRANJIC (ankle - 1 
week), 13.Jade NORTH (hamstring 
— 1 week), 15.James DONACHIE 
(hamstring — 2 weeks), 16.Jean 
Carlos SOLORZANO (quad — 1 
week) 


Unavailable: 25.George LAMBA- 
DARDIS (knee — season) 


1.Ante COVIC (gk) 
2.Shannon COLE 

3.Adam D’APUZZO 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP (c) 
6.Jerome POLENZ 
7.Labinot HALITI 

8.Mateo POLJAK 

9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
11.Brendon SANTALAB 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
14.Kwabena APPIAH 
17.Youssouf HERS! 
19.lacopo LA ROCCA 
20.Jerrad TYSON (gk) 
21.Shinji ONO 

23.Jason TRIFIRO. 

**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 9.Tomi JURIC (promoted), 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC (interna- 
tional duty), 14.Kwabena APPIAH 
(promoted), 23.Jason TRIFIRO 
(promoted) 


Outs: 19.Mark BRIDGE (omitted), 
34.Golgol MEBRAHTU ( knee - TBC) 


Unavailable: 12.Tahj MINNIECON 
(ankle - indefinite) 


More to worry 
about for the 


Wanderers 


Just a few weeks ago, Western 
Sydney Wanderers were looking 
to take first place from Brisbane 
Roar who were only just ahead on 
points, but now it looks like a dif- 
ferent story. 

The question now is can they remain 
in second place as they are separated 
by one point from third placed Mel- 
bourne and only five points from 
seventh placed Newcastle Jets? With 
only five games remaining to seal the 
twenty seven round 2013-14 season, 
will the Wanderers make the neces- 
sary adjustments in defence or can 
Adelaide also take advantage of their 
recent form and come closer to tak- 
ing second place? 

Anyone who has watched Western 
Sydney play in their last three fix- 
tures will testify that something has 
been lacking in defence, particularly 
in the centre, which is extremely 
uncommon for the team with an 
incredible defensive record. First 
against Ulsan Hyandai, they faced 
defeat in their first AFC Champions 
Leauge fixture at home 3-1, despite a 
spectacular goal from Santalab in the 
first minute. Then against Newcastle 
Jets they lost at home 2-0 for the first 
time and finally last week in the sold 
out derby, in front of the odd 40,000 
fans, they went down in an unusual 


Sat Mar 15 Parramatta Stdm 5:30 PM 


manner 3-1 to Sydney FC. In the 
press conference, Popovic stated 
“we made mistakes again and got 
punished. So we are going through a 
little period where... every mistake 
we make we are being punished for 
it, but if you look at the game as a 
whole.... Sydney did not have an 
opportunity really.” This was accu- 
rate as the Sky Blues only had five 
shots compared to the Wanderers 
fourteen, but the two mistakes made 
in defence made them pay for a 
game, which they could have won. 
From their last three fixtures we can 
see how those small errors can make 
such a big difference in the outcome 
of a game and this week against 
Adelaide the team would have most 
certainly been putting in extra ef- 
fort on the training ground to ensure 


these are not repeated. 

Adelaide on the other hand have 
been very strong, despite losing two 
of their last five games, their display 
of determination has been outstand- 
ing. They have scored an incredible 
fourteen goals in the last five games, 
five of them coming from a single 
game against Wellington Phoenix 
where youngster Awer Mabil got 
his second of his career. With such 
fast paced skilled wingers and de- 
termined attacking midfielders, 
Adelaide have most certainly come 
along way from the beginning of the 
season after they were receiving un- 
necessary criticism for going eight 
games without a win. Head coach 
Josep Gombau responded quickly 
at the time and said “of course, win- 
ning is important. I know profes- 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 5 
Wanderers 3 
Adelaide 2 
Drawn 0 


Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Grandstand 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WSWvVADL 


sional football you need results but 
[it is different] in this league, with 
no relegation. You need to invest in 
the team for more than a year...[But] 
nobody is thinking this. Nobody is 
thinking that the important thing is 
maybe you need to make one pass 
back to make three passes forward.” 
What a great point he had and great 
vision. United have put on brilliant 
displays of attacking football, where 
they have scored in nineteen out of 
twenty two games, same as Western 
Sydney, however have thirteen more 
goals to account for. 

Adelaide will come into this game 
with an advantage as the Wanderers 
will be travelling to China midweek 
playing a demanding game that will 
most certainly take a toll on the play- 
ers. 


LAIDE 
Aneto F.C. 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (gk) (c) 
2.Michael MARRONE 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 
4.Jon McKAIN 

5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO 

8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 
10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 
14.Cameron WATSON 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
19.Jake BARKER-DAISH 
20.Paul IZZO (gk) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
22.Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 

*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 11.Bruce DJITE (promoted), 
19.Jake BARKER-DAISH (promoted) 


Outs: Nil 
Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 


tendon — indefinite), 31.Ryan GRIF- 
FITHS (transfer to Sarawak) 


; 


oy) 


WELLINGTON 
mlilile 


re) 


BRISBANE 


Hit ° anit 


sydneyfc.com/membership 


All KO times are AEDT 


CentRat coas 


Mariners Line Up 


1.Justin PASFIELD (Gk) 
3.Joshua ROSE 
4.Marcel SEIP 
5.Zachary ANDERSON 
7.John HUTCHINSON (C) 
8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (gk) 
15.Storm ROUX 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 
21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
25.Eddy BOSNAR 
26.Kim SEUNG-YONG 
27.Matt SIM 

28.Glen TRIFIRO 

**two to be omitted** 


Ins: 3.Joshua ROSE (returns from 
injury), 15.Storm ROUX (returns 
from international duty), 25.Eddy 
BOSNAR (returns from injury) 


Outs: 6.Brent GRIFFITHS (omitted) 


Unavailable: 10.Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 13.Hayden 
MORTON (thigh — 1 week), 
14.Michael MCGLINCHEY (on loan 
—Vegalta Sendai), 18.Michael 
NEILL (knee — season), 23.Adam 
KWASNIK (knee — season) 


Mariners’ ACL 5 
May Rupture 
the Jets 


For most players, the letters 
ACL are very scary. 

Coming from a doctor, it usually 
means very bad news indeed, but 
for the Mariners collectively — 
it’s not so bad. 

Pretty good really, as we are not 
talking about a season-ending 
knee injury — we are talking about 
the Asian Champions’ League ef- 
fect, which seems to be galvanis- 
ing the shredded Mariners into 
the semblance of a football team. 

It is hardly news to point out the 
Mariners’ problems with loss of 
players leading to a loss of shape 
and system. Neither is it news to 
wax lyrical about how they keep 
regaining shape and system de- 
spite the revolving door. But it 
is news to talk about how they 
regain shape and system, and 
this year it appears to be the re- 
quirement for the team to go into 
camp and prepare for a midweek 
opponent from an alien football 
culture. 

After a tepid result last week 
against Melbourne Victory, the 
Mariners bounced back to beat 
the reigning J-League champi- 


ons (and twice ACL Champions) 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima) on Tues- 
day night. 

Best of all was the way they did 
it — with tight defensive struc- 
ture, which has long been the 
Mariners’ hallmark but has been 
so desperately missing since the 
departure of Trent Sainsbury. 

It’s worth remembering that two 
weeks ago the Mariners also won 
against Sydney FC after trav- 
elling to Seoul, so maybe the 
travelling and extra preparation 
for the ACL is paying domestic 
dividends? 

This weekend’s A-League op- 
ponents are the Jets — the derby 
formerly known as the F3 derby. 


The Jets have also enjoyed a re- 
surgence after a poor start, and 
it is noticeable that a lot of their 
current form is due to the impact 
of Zenon Caravella — an excellent 
player who was always mysteri- 
ously missing under Gary Van 
Egmond. Clacka Zane clearly has 
a different opinion of Frank Fari- 
na’s nephew and his combination 
with captain Ruben Zadkovich 
has been instrumental in them 
climbing the table. A win in this 
game will see the Jets leapfrog 
the Mariners into the top six. 

The other point of interest, of 
course, is the stellar form of 
striker Adam Taggart who cur- 
rently tops the scoring charts. 
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CC Mariners v Newcastle Jets Sat Mar 15 Bluetongue Stdm 7:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Mariners 2.40 Played 31 
Draw 3.40 Mariners 11 
Newcastle 3.30 Jets 9 
Drawn 11 


Referee: Peter Green 


Radio Broadcast: 92.5 ABC Central Coast, 
ABC Grandstand Online/Mobile phone app 
. Coast FM (Central Coast) 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#f3derby 


Kiss of Death 


Mariners 2- 


The Young Socceroo is field- 
ing strong interest from Europe 
and is even being mentioned as 
a World Cup bolter. God knows 
we need strikers (rather than bus 
parkers) so finishing as the A- 
League Golden Boot winner will 
all but guarantee him a ticket to 
Brazil. 

Last, but not least, this is a derby. 
Some say the Mariners Jets der- 
by has lost its intensity in recent 
times, but with a place in the top 
six up for grabs I reckon we’ll 
see some fireworks. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available 
in all good book stores. www.adri- 
andeans.com 


NEWCASTig 
UNITED 


th 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
4.Kew JALIENS 

5.Ben KANTAROVSKI 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
7.Andrew HOOLE 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
14.Josh MITCHELL 
15.Josh BRILLANTE 
17.James VIRGILI 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
22.Adam TAGGART 
23.David CARNEY 
24.Mitch OXBORROW 
29.Joel GRIFFITHS 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 17.James VIRGILI (promoted), 
29.Joel GRIFFITHS (returns from 


injury) 
Outs: Nil 
Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 


(knee injury — long term), 25.Mitch 
COOPER (knee injury — long term) 


Glory Line Up 


2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 
4.Ryan EDWARDS 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS 
7.Jacob BURNS 
8.Nebojsa MARINKOVIC 
10.Jamie MACLAREN 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN (gk) 
19.Josh RISDON 
20.Daniel DE SILVA 
24.Matthew DAVIES 
23.Michael THWAITE 
28.Darvydas SERNAS 
36.William GALLAS 
39.Luke RADONICH (gk) 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 4.Ryan EDWARDS (pro- 

moted), 25.Riley WOODCOCK 
(promoted), 19.Josh RISDON 
(promoted) 


Outs: 9.Shane SMELTZ (groin- 2 
weeks), 


Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 
- indefinite), 21.Scott JAMIESON 
(Achilles - indefinite), 1.Danny Vu- 
kovic (on loan — Vegalta Sendai) 


Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory Sat Mar 15 NIB stadium 9:30 PM 


Glory hosts 


Victory 


Perth Glory returns to the nib 
Stadium on Saturday evening 
(6.45pm), with Melbourne Vic- 
tory making the trip to the west 
in week 23 of the Hyundai A- 
League. 

A hard fought 1-1 draw last week 
against Wellington Phoenix saw 
the Glory snap a four game losing 
streak, with marquee defender Wil- 
liam Gallas scoring his first goal 
since joining the club, and they 
will be looking to go one better on 
Saturday in front of their loyal sup- 
porters. 

Young Olyroos keeper Jack Duncan 
impressed on his A-League debut 
last week, making crucial saves to 
keep his side in the game, and will 
make his first start in front of The 
Shed on Saturday evening, while 
Matthew Davies was outstanding 
on his return to the starting line up 
in a solid defensive display. 
Interim coach Kenny Lowe will be 
sweating on injuries to a number 
of senior players heading into the 
game, with Gallas (thigh), Michael 
Thwaite (back) and Shane Smeltz 
(ankle) all to be assessed in the 
week, as they go in search of the 
three points to keep in touch with 
the top six. 

The Victory beat Central Coast 


Mariners 3-1 last week, and played 
Korean club Jeonbuk Motors, 
in the Asian Champions League 
on Wednesday. Nick Ansell re- 
turns from suspension for the trip, 
while Pablo Contreras and Archie 
Thompson were left out of the 
ACL game in the week and should 
return. 

Former Central Coast Mariners 
team mates Rostyn Griffiths and 
Tom Rogic will go toe-to-toe in the 
middle of the park while the battle 
between Jacob Burns and Mark 
Milligan will be worth the admis- 
sion price on its own. 

Burns is out of contract at the end 
of the season, but he’s desperate 
to earn a new deal in order to help 
the club rebuild, and is looking for- 


ward to the day when the full truth 
about this season’s controversies 
comes out. “I must say there’s been 
quite a few hand grenades thrown 
in there that will be interesting in 
time when things come out and the 
truth and a lot of honesty is said,” 
Burns said. 

“A lot of people around the game 
have voiced their opinion. I don’t 
know if they’re well informed 
opinions. 

“But in good time some things may 
come out that may change people’s 
ideas of the goings on about the 
club.” 

Jack Clisby will have his hands full 
picking up the lively Archie Thom- 
son or Kosta Barbarouses , but the 
young defender has shown he can 
match it with the best in the league 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Glory 2.80 Played 27 
Draw 3.50 Perth 10 
Victory 2.55 Victory 11 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Shaun Evans 


Radio Broadcast: 720 ABC Perth, ABC 
Local Radio Western Australia,774 
ABC Melbourne, ABC Local radio 
Victoria, 936 ABC Hobart & ABC 
Northern Tasmania. Grandstand 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
- #PERVMVC 


Kiss of Death 
Glory 2-1 Victory 


and Saturday will not daunt him, 
although the 20-year-old could 
move into a spot in the centre of 
defence if Gallas or Thwaite don’t 
pull up from injury. 

The Victory doesn’t have a good 
record in Perth with the home side 
winning 3 out of 13 games between 
the two sides in the West Austra- 
lian capital. The last time they met 
Kevin Muscat’s side was in round 
17, and they were coming off back- 
to-back 5-0 defeats, but they earned 
a 1-1 draw to end that run. 

Gui Finkler gave the visitors the 
lead from the spot before Lithu- 
anian striker Darvydas Sernas 
scored one of the goals of the sea- 
son to salvage a 1-1 draw. Since 
that game the Victory have only 
lost once, while the Glory hasn’t 
won. 


if PGE, 


Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (gk) 
2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 
4.Nick ANSELL 

5.Mark MILLIGAN 
6.Leigh BROXHAM (c) 
7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
14.James TROISI 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
17.James JEGGO 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (gk) 
21.Tom ROGIC 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
24.Scott GALLOWAY 
25.Jason GERIA 
26.Jordan BROWN 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 3.Adama TRAORE (returns 
from injury), 4.Nick ANSELL 
(returns from suspension), 
5.Mark MILLIGAN (returns from 
international duty), 21.Tom ROGIC 
(returns from international duty) 


Outs: 11.Connor PAIN (omitted), 
31.Dylan MURNANE (omitted) 


Unavailable: 23.Adrian LEIJER 
(facial fractures — TBC) 


The activity tracRer that makes you move. 


TRACK YOUR ACTIVITY 
REACH YOUR DAILY GOAL 


FOLLOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 


ON SPECIAL THIS WEEK FOR $125.00 
WWW.REFSWORLD.com 


loop 


Living an active 
een this 
The Polar Loop allows anyone to 
track their activity 24/7 and gives 
guidance to reach activity goals. 
Track your moves on your wrist, 
on the web and on your mobile. 


life has never 
un and easy. 


Check the Polar Flow web service and 
learn how all your small choices and daily 
habits can make a world of difference. 
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MELBOURNE 
HEART 


y. >» 4 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (Gk) 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
4.0rlando ENGELAAR 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
10.Harry KEWELL (C) 
13.Jonatan GERMANO 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
18.David VRANKOVIC 
19.Benjamin GARRUCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
21.Stefan MAUK 
22.Nicholas KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 18.David VRANKOVIC 
(promoted), 21.Stefan MAUK 
(promoted) 

Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Nil 


El Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages S| 


Finals the 
priority as Nix 
face Heart 

Chris Hearn 

The stakes are high as round 23 
will conclude with a desperate 
fight for maximum points. Mel- 
bourne Heart currently find 
themselves six points adrift of 
a coveted finals spot, while the 
Phoenix are only the solitary 
game out. The resolve and de- 
termination to improve their 
respective fortunes after dismal 
beginnings to the campaign has 
been nothing short of extraordi- 
nary. 

Despite an upturn in form, their 
chances faded somewhat last round, 
however. Melbourne Heart’s trip to 
face the Jets ended in a disappoint- 
ing 1-0 loss, only their second de- 
feat this calendar year. 

Many thought the Perth Glory’s 
trip to Wellington would invari- 
ably end in defeat, but the shock 
results that have encapsulated this 
season showed up again. A lack of 
energy in the first period saw them 
fall behind, thanks to the Glory’s 
marquee man, William Gallas. 
Blushes were spared late in the 
second half as Phoenix’s improved 
performance saw them equalise 
through Kenny Cunningham. 
Despite the parallels between the 


two sides, they will be fighting 
tooth and nail in this potentially 
season-defining clash. 

The cohesion between Heart’s 
midfield and attack has trans- 
formed them into a real force, and 
will be key here. The heights that 
have been reached by John v’ant 
Schip’s side in terms of on-field 
performance is as good as perhaps 
anybody this season, but consis- 
tency is key. Orlando Engelaar’s 


Sun Mar 16 AAMI Park 4:00 PM 


influence was quelled by the tire- 
less Jets midfield, and Aziz Behich 
and Jason Hoffman were pinned 
back rendering Heart’s possession 
ineffective and lacking penetration. 
It was a game in which they didn’t 
register a single shot on target - a 
huge contrast to their near-perfect 
display in the Melbourne Derby. 

The Phoenix are fantastic transi- 
tional attackers, some of their best 
work this season has been on the 
break but question marks remain 
over their defensive solidity. Hav- 


The Odds Head-to-Head 
Played 11 
Heart 3 
Phoenix 5 
Drawn 3 


Referee: Ben Williams 


Radio Broadcast: 774 ABC 
Melbourne, ABC Local radio 
Victoria, 936 ABC Hobart & ABC 
Northern Tasmania,891 ABC 
Adelaide, ABC Local Radio South 
Australia, 720 ABC Perth, ABC Local 
Radio Western Australia Grandstand 
Digital Melbourne, Adelaide & perth 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#MHTVWEL 


ing conceded 35 goals in 22 match- 
es thus far, a ratio of 1.59 per game, 
control over central areas will be of 
the utmost concern. This game is as 
close to a traditional ‘six-pointer’ 
as can be, and home support can act 
as the 12th man. The Heart should 
have too much class but will need 
to be wary of Ernie Merrick’s side 
who have proved they are capable 
of providing a shock result. 


tase} 


WELLINGTON: 


TRHOINKS 
yy 


Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen MOSS (GK) 
2.Manny MUSCAT 
5.Michael BOXALL 
9.Kenny CUNNINGHAM 
10.Stein HUYSEGEMS 
11.Jeremy BROCKIE 
12.Tyler BOYD 
15.Jason HICKS 
17.Vince LIA 

18.Ben SIGMUND 
19.Hamish WATSON 
20.Lewis ITALIANO (GK) 
21.Carlos HERNANDEZ 
22.Andrew DURANTE (c) 
23.Matthew RIDENTON 
24.Roy KRISHNA 
25.Shaun TIMMINS. 
**One to be omitted** 


Ins: 2.Manny MUSCAT (returns 
from suspension), 19.Hamish 
WATSON (promoted) 


Outs: 6.Josh BRINDELL-SOUTH 
(ankle injury). 


Unavailable: 3.Reece CAIRA 
(fractured cheekbone 6-8 weeks), 
7.Leo BERTOS (groin injury (2 to 
3 weeks), 8.Paul IFILL (ruptured 
Achilles, season), 13.Albert RIERA 
(groin injury season),16.Louis 
FENTON (shoulder injury, season). 


To coincide with the general pub- 
lic on-sale of the Socceroos World 
Cup Farewell match against 
South Africa, Football Federa- 
tion Australia (FFA) and Sony 
Music Australia announced that 
Australian songstress Samantha 
Jade will release the official Soc- 
ceroos song. 

Entitled “Up”, Samantha Jade 
wrote and recorded the song in 
Sydney earlier this year with in- 
spiration from the words of Soc- 
ceroos stars articulating what 
representing the National Team 
means to them. 

Samantha Jade will perform the 
song “Up!” live at the farewell 
match when the Socceroos take 
on South Africa at ANZ Stadium 
on 26 May, a match presented by 
NAB. 

“I’m so excited my new song 
“Up” is the official Socceroos 
World Cup song,” Samantha 
Jade said. “I’m also looking for- 
ward to performing at the Soc- 
ceroos farewell match against 
South Africa before they take off 
for the World Cup.” 


Match Details 
Socceroos vs. South Africa, 
presented by NAB 
Monday 26 May 2014 
ANZ Stadium, Sydney Olym- 
pic Park, NSW 
Kick-Off: 7.30pm (AEST) 
Gates-Open: 5.30pm 


Santo 
Cilauro 


Brisbane 
WSW 
Draw 
Glory 
Heart 
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Working Dog Productions 


Sydney FC 
Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Victory 
Heart 
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NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Brisbane 
Draw 
Draw 
Victory 
Heart 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


George 
Donikian 


Roar 
Adelaide 
Jets 
Victory 
Heart 


Media Mogul 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Sydney FC 
Wanderers 
Mariners 
Glory 
Heart 


GM Greek Media Group 
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John 
Doyle 


Syd FC 
Wests 
Mariners 
Glory 
Heart 


Original Captain Socceroo 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Wanderers - 5 Adelaide - 5 Draw - 5 


George 


Calombaris 


Roar 
Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Victory 
Heart 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Roar 
Wanderers 
Mariners 
Perth 
Heart 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 


Katholos 


Sydney 
Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Victory 
Heart 


Mariners - 6 Jets - 6 Draw - 3 


Round 23: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Sydney FC - 6 Roar - 9 - Draw - 0 


Glory - 7 Victory - 8 Draw - 0 


Eddie 


Krncevic 


Sydney FC 
Wanderers 
Mariners 
Glory 
Heart 


Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


Sydney 
Draw 
Mariners 
Victory 
Wellington 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


46 


Steve 
Blair 


Roar 
Draw 
Jets 
Glory 
Heart 


Former Socceroo 


Heart - 13 Phoenix - 1 Draw - 1 


John 
Perin 
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Brisbane 
Draw 
Jets 
Victory 
Draw 


Roar 
Draw 
Draw 
Victory 
Pheonix 


, 
WWZ 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 47 


Death 


Roar 
Adelaide 
Mariners 
Glory 
Heart 


GW Contributors 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 
Welsh does for Edinburgh’s council estates. 


“eason 20° 
Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark of, ; : 
heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to Have your Club photos taken this season with us 


American Psycho. 
Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl : : 
Professional, Experienced Photographers 


Great Package's to suit everyone 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 
compelling. With a super original premise 

and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 

Tony Wilson, Making News 


We design your backround with your club colours and logo 
Free copy of each team photos for the clubs 


Contact us at 0407 890 098 or 
live.pixel@hotmail.com 


ADRIAN DEANS 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 
Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


Top Opta Facts 


\ 

Sydney FC have scored exactly two 
goals in each of their last three home 
games against Brisbane Roar in league 
competition. 


Roar have won three successive 
A-League matches against Sydney, 
scoring 12 goals over those games. 


Dimitri Petratos recorded a hat-trick 
for Roar in the last meeting between 
these sides. 


Alessandro Del Piero (Sydney) has 
scored at least once in four of his 
last five league appearances against 
Brisbane Roar. 


Roar have collected 20 points away 
from home in the A-League this sea- 
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Perth Glory are without a clean sheet 


in 11 league games against Melbourne 
Victory (incl. play offs). 


Melbourne Victory have travelled to 
Perth Glory 13 times previously in the 
A-League and have scored at least 
once in each of those visits. 


Guilherme Finkler (Melbourne Victory) 
nas scored in his last two appearances 
against Perth Glory. 


en 
son (W6 D2 L3); four more than any 
other team in the competition. 


Just one of Sydney FC’s 22 league 
games this season has ended ina 
draw (W10 L11). 


Roar have drawn just two league 
games this season (W14 L6). 


meeting with Sydney FC earlier this 
season (Oct 2013); the most a side 
has attempted in an A-League game 
this campaign. 


There have been 15 instances of a 
team attempting over 600 passes in 
a single A-League game this season; 
eight of which have been by Brisbane 
Roar. 


There have only been 20 goals scored 
in Perth Glory’s home games this sea- 
son; the fewest at a ground in the A- 
League. 


Melbourne Victory have gone 12 
games without a clean sheet in the 
A-League; the longest such run in the 
competition this season. 


Melbourne Victory attempted 19 shots 
at goal in their meeting with Perth 
Glory in December — no A-League 
game has seen a side attempt more 


: Western Sydney Wanderers have won 
: the only previous matches at home 
: to Adelaide United in the A-League, 
: scoring six goals over the two games. 


Adelaide United have always scored 

: at least once against Western Sydney 
: Wanderers in the A-League (five 

Roar fired in 12 shots on target in their : games played). 
Marcelo Carrusca has scored in his 

: last two appearances against Western 
: Sydney Wanderers for Adelaide 

: United. 


: Western Sydney Wanderers have kept 
> a league-high eight clean sheets this 
: season, but just one of these have 

: come in their last eight games. 


MELBOURNE 


Vic 


this season. 


Perth Glory have attempted the few- 


season. 


nents more shots on target overall 
than any other side (116). 


this season. 


Adelaide United have scored in 11 
successive A-League matches; the 
longest such run seen this season in 
the competition. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
committed a league-high 349 fouls 
this season. 


Jeronimo Neumann has scored 

four goals in his last five A-League 
appearances for Adelaide United, this 
after netting just two in his previous 
13 apps. 


: Melbourne Heart have failed to record 
: a victory at home to Wellington Phoe- 
: nix in their last three league games 


est shots both overall (173) and on : (D2 L1). 
target (82) in A-League matches this : , , 
: Wellington Phoenix have only lost 


> one of their last seven league games 


Perth have also allowed their oppo- : against Melbourne Heart however, that 


: defeat came in the most recent meet- 
: ing when they lost 5-0. 


Melbourne Victory are the only side yet : David Williams registered a hat-trick 


to net a headed goal in the A-League : for Melbourne Heart in their last league 


= game with Wellington Phoenix. 


FRIDAY 14TH MARCH 2014 
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: Central Coast Mariners are unbeaten 
: in nine league games against New- 
: castle Jets, conceding just twice over 
: those games (W6 D3). 


: Newcastle Jets are without a win in 
: four league games against Central 
: Coast Mariners (D2 L2). 


: Central Coast Mariners won the last 
: meeting between these sides, with all 
: three of the goals scored coming in 
: the first half. 


Newcastle Jets have picked up the 
: most yellow cards in the A-League 
: this season (57). 


Wellington Phoenix have scored the 
most goals away from home in the A- 
League this season (19), but have also 
conceded the most (22). 


Melbourne Heart have averaged the 
lowest possession figure in the A- 
League this term (45%). 


After a run of five successive wins and 
seven games unbeaten, Melbourne 
Heart come in to this game off the back 
of a 0-1 defeat to Newcastle Jets. 
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Round 23 


Central Coast Mariners have won a 
league-high six penalties this season, 
but they’ve missed two of those. 


Central Coast Mariners have conced- 
ed 15 goals in their last six A-League 
games; 11 of which have come in the 
second half of matches. 


Adam Taggart has scored five goals in 
his last six A-League appearances for 
Newcastle Jets. 


Taggart; who is the A-League top 
scorer with 11 goals, has scored 48% 
of Newcastle Jets’ goals this term — 
a higher proportion than any other 
player for their team. 


JELLINGTON 


Eight of Wellington Phoenix’s last 10 
A-League games have seen them both 
score and concede. 


Kenny Cunningham has scored in 
three successive A-League matches 
for Phoenix and has scored in six of 
his last seven for the club in the com- 
petition. 


Andre Zwan in NZ 


Blue Samurai 
put All Whites 
to the sword 


New Zealand young national 
team suffered from stage fright 
when they played Japan in To- 
kyo a fortnight ago. 

The end result (4-2) did little to 
ruffle feathers in the shaky isles. 
In fact they were praised for the 
true grit they displayed. 

The All Whites featured six play- 
ers who were in the U-20 team last 
year. They were also without qual- 
ity and experienced players like 
Winston Reid (West Ham United), 
Rory Fallon (Crawley Town). 
Marco Rojas (FC Stuttgart) and 
Tommy Smith (Ipswich Town) 
and 18-year-old Bill Tuiloma 
(Marseille). 

Down 4-0 after only 16 minutes, 
the All Whites looked like lambs 
being slaughtered as 50 000 spec- 
tators watched. It was like being 


Shinji Kagawa and Keisuke Honda contributed 
handsomely as hosts Japan scored four goals in 
the opening 17 minutes to beat New Zealand 4-2 


in a Roman amphitheatre watch- 
ing gladiators do battle. 

Somehow and deep down, the New 
Zealand youngsters — six players 
were U-20 last season - found the 
required energy to punch back. So 
much so they could have won the 
match as they dominated the sec- 
ond half. 


Two goals by Chris Wood (Leices- 
ter City) blunted the sword of the 
Samurais Blue who fielded Shinji 
Kagawa (Manchester United) and 
Keisuku Honda (AC Milan). 
Nineteen-year old Ryan Thomas, 
who plays for PEC Zwolle in the 
Dutch Ere Divisie, summed it up 
best. 


“The first 10 minutes was very 
poor but we got the ball moving a 
bit as we acclimatised,” he said. “I 
soon realised I wasn’t under much 
pressure as I thought and I started 
moving the ball around. I really 
enjoyed myself.” 

Goalkeeper and captain Glen 
Moss also had his views. “It was 


surprisingly positive in the dress- 
ingroom after the game. | think 
the players realised we could have 
won the game but for the open- 
ing 20 minutes. I don’t think we 
played like that with the ball since 
I have been with the All Whites.” 
Moss paid tribute to Thomas and 
Tyler Boyd — two 19 year old 
making their international debut. 
“Thomas and Boys were simply 
awesome and played with such 
confidence. The future looks 
good. It all depends how often we 
can get together as a unit and play 
against quality opposition.” 
Meanwhile on the local front the 
news is that Vince Lia has re- 
signed with Wellington Phoenix 
but that former Belgian interna- 
tional Stein Huysegems might 
move on as he rejected the terms 
offered. 

Lia, Nix’s longest serving player 
who turned 29 this week said: “I 
am delighted to be around with 
Phoenix for another two years. 
The club is heading in the right 
direction. There is a good feel 
about the place with young Kiwi 
boys coming through the ranks. 
Ernie (Merrick) has done a great 
job identifying young talent and 
giving them a chance.” 

One of those young New Zea- 
landers, Matt Ridenton, turned 18 
last week and Lia joked that the 
midfielder was only 11 when he 


joined the Phoenix. 

“You only have to look at Matt’s 
performance against Perth on 
Sunday to see what a promising 
player he is,” Lia said. 

“Here was a 17-year-old making 
his starting debut, lasting 90 min- 
utes and getting better as the game 
went on.” 

New Zealand Football has also an- 
nounced the appointment of a new 
CEO. Former London Irish rugby 
boss Andy Martin will fill the 
hot seat vacated by Grant McKa- 
vanagh and interim CEO Mark 
Aspden. 

According to the NZF website, a 
worldwide search was undertaken 
and more than 179 applications 
received. 

Martin recently oversaw a two- 
year project that led to the suc- 
cessful buy out of London Irish 
by a consortium of Irish business- 
men. 

“T am excited by the many op- 
portunities and challenges facing 
New Zealand Football at the mo- 
ment,” Martin said. 

“We are at a potentially transfor- 
mational point in its history.” 
Martin’s CV also includes being 
on the board of Barclay’s Bank. 
and working as managing directo 
for its corporate bank. 

He has an MBA from Henley 
Business School in England. 
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THE CURIOUS 
CASE OF 


JOHNNY 
HERRERA 


Chile played an impressive perfor- 
mance in Stuttgart against Germany 
in a 1-0 loss last week in what was 
an action packed international cal- 
endar schedule. 

The FIFA date was a given bonus 
for South American sides testing 
out alternatives. 

That was the case with Jorge Sam- 
paoli choosing Universidad de 
Chile goalkeeper Johnny Herrera 
due to an injury to first choice and 
captain Claudio Bravo. 

Herrera however has had his fair 
share of turmoil off the field. He 
was found guilty of killing a 22- 
year-old woman while he was 
speeding but was set free by a Chil- 
ean judge last year. 

Herrera had his driving license re- 
voked for two years and has had 
to report to police for a year after 
slamming into an architecture stu- 
dent in Santiago’s eastern district. 
The prosecution had sought three 
years jail for the 32-year old goal- 
keeper, who plays for one of Chile’s 
most popular clubs. The accusa- 
tions suggested Herrera was under 
the influence of alcohol at the time 
of the accident. 


Herrera is also the Chilean national 
squad’s second-choice goalkeeper. 
Experience prevailed over youth 
last week in the mid-week friendly 
as Sampaoli elected Herrera be- 
tween the posts as Mario Gétze 
netted the winner in the first half 
for the hosts’ disappointing win. 
This week the case has taken a 
twist however as Herrera will be 
released from report duty along 
with the case dropped. 

Fans and detractors alike have 
sparked their opinion regarding the 
impunity sparking outrage to the 
fact a football player with his fame 
and fortune should not be exempt 
from serving time behind bars. 
Voted Goalkeeper of the Year as 
part of the “Best of America” XI 
from Uruguay’s prestigious news- 
paper El Pais for season 2011. 
Herrera admits to living a night- 
mare due to the incident but has 
vowed to not let his performances 
get affected. 

After being denied a visa from the 
Canadian government last Novem- 
ber for an international friendly 
against Brazil in Toronto, the goal- 
keeper has fought to gain a place in 
the national squad and it seems his 
hard work is paying off. 

Herrera is much respected and be- 
loved by the Universidad de Chile 
faithful and this was even more 
evident with shows of support and 
affection with fans in Sydney when 


he and the squad trained during a 
stop-over in July of 2012 before 
heading to Japan. 

Sampaoli worked with him at club 
level therefore a call-up to the na- 
tional squad after a 8-year absence 
was imminent. And whilst his per- 
formance in Stuttgart was regarded 
positive, it does show solace as to 
how a professional player can still 
balance personal and legal issues 
parallel to work commitments. 

It is testament to a strong mindset, 
especially when Herrera admitted 
to resorting to professional psycho- 
logical advice. 

As the court case sparks contro- 
versy and debate amongst Chilean 
football fans, the back-up custodi- 
an has been given the nod by Jorge 
Sampaoli for national team selec- 
tion since taking over from Claudio 
Borghi in late 2012. 

Herrera has also defended fellow. 
Chilean sides Audax Italiano and 
Everton, the latter lifting the do- 
mestic Apertura title in 2008. 

The former Corinthians goalkeeper 
is tipped to be selected for the Bra- 
zil World Cup as one of the three 
FIFA-ruled selections allowed. 
Observers and critics have high- 
lighted that players can serve time 
after their playing careers and such 
strong performances defending 
club and country should be proud 
of although not exempt from civil 
duties and responsibilities. 


a as 
Katsa’s 
= Korner 


fy of 


== 


George Katsamboukas 


Good to be back after a two week 
self-imposed suspension and as 
always, our Fine Game is not 
without its highlights and unfor- 
tunately, low lights 

Over to the Harbour City we go 
where the Sydney Derby was run 
and won in what should have been 
a great advertisement for football 
With over 40,000 fans attending, 
and the Stadium filled to the brim 
with a sea of Sky Blue and Red and 
Black, it was unfortunately over- 
shadowed by alleged racial slinging 
directed towards Sydney FC’s Ali 
Abbas, and allegedly from Western 
Sydney’s Brendan Santalab. 

Abbas’ reaction after the match 
was one of complete loss of con- 
trol, and it took many of his team 
mates to restrain him from Santa- 
lab. Actually I will rephrase that 
last comment to be somewhat more 
accurate. 

Sasa Ogdenovski successfully re- 
strained Abbas from Santalab, after 
a number of his Sydney FC Ttam 
mates unsuccessfully attempted to 
do so. 

A formal complaint has been 
lodged with the FFA by Sydney FC 
and we all await the outcome, with 
talk of mediation being an option, 
as we went to press. 

For the record, Sydney FC won the 
Derby with a 3-1 scoreline. 


Roos in Tipsy Performance 
Ange Postecoglou went from J 
Walker Green Label to Black 
Douglas in a blink last week, as he 
witnessed his Socceroo’s give up a 
3-0 lead at half time to eventually 
lose 4-3, in their friendly against 
Ecuador. 

The turning point was certainly the 
dismissal of Aussie keeper Mitch 
Langerak, who “collected” an Ec- 
uador player in the penalty box, a 
tackle that any half decent AFL or 
Rugby League player would have 
been proud of. 

It was somewhat all downhill after 
that, but Postecoglou can certainly 
take heart with what he saw in the 
first half, and I am sure he will take 
the positives out of this game as 
well as correct the negatives. 

Over to the City of Churches we 
go where one of the NSL’s former 
powerhouses, West Adelaide, re- 
turns to the South Australian top 
flight competition of the National 
Premier League. 

Ably coached by Ross Alosisi, 
they have been undefeated for the 
last 18 months, and recently won 
the 3XY Cup, which was hosted at 
Heidelberg United’s Olympic Vil- 
lage recently. 

I still have fond memories of 


watching them play in 1978 at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, where they 
defeated Sydney City 4-0, to even- 
tually take out the NSL Champion- 
ship. A highly professionally run 
club which deserves to be back in 
the big time and I am sure will do 
very well this season. 


Odd Spot 

This week’s Odd Spot features a 
blog which I stumbled across re- 
cently, from a current NPL coach 
who shall remain nameless to pro- 
tect the guilty, . 

His blog gives new meaning to the 
term “Good Country, Australia”, 
and it goes something like this: 

“IT am very happy coaching 
XXXXX as it is a part-time gig — 
trainings are mostly in the evening 
which leaves time for social life 
during the day; things like coffee, 
golf, relaxing in general.” 


Ps.. It is rumored the above coach 
earns around a five figure sum per 
month. Good luck to him and his 
team this season. I am sure they 
will both have a great year. 


Until next week. 
This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


RUSSIA 


Boo’s 
World 


Mark Boric 


The big one this week was of 
course the Sydney Derby. With 
tensions simmerling all game, 
things reaslly boiled over to- 
wards the finish in what became 
an action-packed affair. Without 
delving too deeply into the matter 
currently being investigated, I was 
disappointed to see Tom Chadwick 
circling around for an interview 
with an enraged Ali Abbas still be- 
ing restrained by his team-mates. It 
was a bit like an ambulance chas- 
ing lawyer at a crash scene. 

With his past history Mark Bos- 
nich probably also needed to re- 
move himself from the discussion 
about that topic, as the sincerity of 
his attempts at political correctness 
can be questioned given his infa- 


UKRAINE ___ 


mous salute at White Hart Lane. 

Melbourne Victory, despite their 
defensive crisis, were too good for 
the hapless Mariners. Adrian Leijer 
is still some time away from recov- 
ering from his last encounter with 
Matt Simon, who thankfully did not 
make their injury woes any worse 
this time. 2014 was one mid-season 
fire sale of players too far for the 
Central Coast, who will struggle to 
hold their place in he Top Six. 

The Heart’s dream run came to 
an end at Newcastle, with the Jets 
scrapping out a 1-0 win. There 
was a time when Adam Taggart 
had more goals for the Socceroos 
tham he had for his club, but that 
time is no more.The Jets win didn’t 
improve their mood much, with 
fisticuffs breaking out at training on 
Monday. 

The other in-from team that lost 
momentum was Adelaide United, 
beaten in Brisbane to the tune of 
two goals to one. Barcelona Jo- 
sep will need to get his side back 
on track quickly or else the poison 


pen of some goalkeeper’s dad may 
prove mightier than his tiki-tak: 
sword. 

It’s shame that the goal of Wil 
liam Gallas for Perth Glory agains 
Wellington Phoenix has not gone a: 
viral on the internet as his howler o 
a mistake a few weeks ago. Phoeni» 
fought back to take a point to re 
main in contention for what shoul 
be a solid tussle for the lower final: 
spots, which is needed in a yea 
when the race for the Premier’ 
Plate already seems over. 

Apparently another of the Grif 
fiths boys is back off to Asia afte 
a short stint in the A-League. Dic 
they have a revolving door at thei 
house growing up? Must have hac 
hours of fun spinning around on i 
and never grew out of the habit. 

The New South Wales and Victo 
rian National Premier Leagues bot! 
kick-off this weekend. Hopeful; 
crowds will get out and support th« 
clubs that are bringing through th« 
next generation of talent. 


Keilor set for Macedonian Cup 


Victoria’s ethnic Macedonian 
community is set to descend to 
Keilor next weekend for the an- 
nual Macedonian Cup for Vic- 
toria. 

In it’s fifth instalment after it’s re- 
birth in 2010, the tournament is a 
celebration of the contributions of 
ethnic Macedonians to Victoria’s 
multicultural society and football 
realms. 

With the games to have free entry 
for the general public for the first 
time, Keilor Wolves Soccer Club 
will host the festival of football at 
Green Gully Reserve. 

Club President Peter Nastevski ex- 
pects to break the event attendance 
record. 

“We’re expecting almost 3 000 
people to attend during the knock- 
out stages on the Saturday,” Naste- 
vski said. 

Nine clubs will compete over three 
competitions including Men Senior 
and Reserves along with Senior 
Women, who has a record seven 
teams involved this year. 

The showpiece of the event will be 
Sunday’s Men’s Grand Final which 
will be preceded with a traditional 
Macedonian dancing group perfor- 
mance. 

Former National Soccer League 
club Preston Lions will enter the 
Men’s Senior contest as favourites 
along with five time Victorian Pre- 
mier League Champions Altona 
Magic and fellow State League 
One outfit Sydenham Park. 

The Victorian Macedonian foot- 
ball community has helped develop 
Socceroos such as Sasa Ognenovs- 
ki and John Markovski. 

“Our clubs have produced talent 
in the pass and we’ve continued to 


show that we can. Hopefully a few 
youngsters can show what they have 
in the tournament,” Nastevski said. 

The cup will also be hosted within 
Brimbank City Council for the first 
time, an historic destination for 
Macedonian Migrants in the 1970s 
and 80s. 

“Tt means a lot to the community 
and our culture to be able to have 
such an event in our backyard,” Nas- 
tevski said. 

Aside from football - the weekend 
will also feature plenty of music and 


entertainment along with food and 
drink including the famous “Kepabi 
with the lot”. 

Geelong Soccer Club, Lalor United. 
Noble Park, Plenty Valley Lions anc 
Shepparton Soccer Club will alsc 
partake in the two-day event. 

Event details 

Date: March 22-23. 

Time: Saturday 9 am till late. 

Sunday: 10 am till late. 

Green Gully Reserve, McCrae Boule- 
vard Keilor Downs. 

Free entry for all. 


MACEDONIAN 


CUP 2014 


Keilor Wolves $.C. 


Green Gully Reserve No. 4 


McCrae Boulevard 
Keilor Downs 
3038 


22nd & 23rd March 
Saturday 9.00am 
Sunday 10.00am 
Free Entry For All 
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Brandon Galgano 


Long awaited NPL 
finally arrives 


With just days to go until season 
kick-off the fourteen NPL-V sides 
have finalised their twenty man 
squads for the upcoming campaign 
and there are some surprises yet. 
Here is a rundown of a few of the 
main contenders for silverware this 
coming season: 


Dandenong Thunder 

Last season: 7th place 

State Cup: Runner-up 

Coach: Dean Hennessey 

Thunder will be going into the new 
season determined to return to win- 
ning ways following a disappoint- 
ing 2013 campaign. Under the 
guidance of an experienced coach 
in Dean Hennessy along with the 
signings of Jake Nakic and Alan 
Kearney it seems that Thunder will 
most certainly mean business in 
2014. 

NPL Squad: Frazer Siddall (GK), 
Jarryd Barnes, Ilir Pali, Rama- 
zan Tavsancioglu (vice-captain), 
Faisal Sakhi Zada, Alan Mulcahy 
(captain), Kieran Dover, Matthew 
Miller, Ivan Skorich, Feston Azizi, 
Kristopher Kioussis, Brendan ElI- 
mazovski, Anthony Giannopoulos, 
David King, Ryan Burns, Alan 
Kearney (vice-captain), Marcus 
Schroen, Brendan Craig, Zaim Ze- 
neli (GK), Jake Nakic 

Key signings: Ramazan Tavsancio- 
glu (Southern Stars), Alan Mulcahy 
(Hume City), Jake Nakic (Port 
Melbourne), Alan Kearney (South 
Melbourne), Kristopher Kioussis 
(Bentleigh Greens), Frazer Siddall 
(Northcote City) 

Key departures: Shane Rexhepi 
(Hume City), Nate Foster (Oak- 
leigh Cannons), Sean Mcllroy (St 
Albans Saints) 

Star Man: Jake Nakic- 


The former Victory youth skipper 
will be looking to provide the spark 
which can catapult Thunder back 
into contention for silverware in 
2014. 


Green Gully Cavaliers 

Last Season : 5th place (Lost Elimi- 
nation Final) 

State Cup: Winners 

Player-Coach: Jeffrey Fleming 
Green Gully surprised many last 
season when they went from the 
bottom of the table and the sacking 
of their coach Dean Hennessey in 
the early rounds of the season to 
finishing in the finals. Player coach 
Jeff Fleming resumes the reigns and 
has made few changes to an already 
experienced squad. 

NPL 2014 squad: Jem Berkant, 
Mitchell Bissinger, Ratip Cileli, 
Cameron Davies, Akim Abdul 
(GK), Stephen Downes, Brent 
Fisher, Jeffrey Fleming, Kieran 
Gonzalez (GK), Sean Harding, Ja- 
son Hayne, Daniel Jones, Osagie 
Ederaro, Matthew Sanders, Shaun 
Timmins, Andy Vargas (captain), 
Rodrigo Vargas, Brian Vanega, Ar- 
dian Vuniqi 

Key signings: Jem Berkant (Green 
Gully U2I1s), Ratip Cileli (Green 
Gully U2I1s), Cameron Davies 
(Green Gully U2Is), Akim Abdul 
(Moreland United), Ardian Vuniqi 
(NTC Boys) 

Key departures: Michael O'Farrell 
(Melbourne Knights), Hamid Bas- 
ma, Muhamed Chawk, Christopher 
Dib 

Star Man: Rodrigo Vargas- 

The one time Socceroo and former 
Melbourne Victory defender had a 
solid campaign last season and his 
experience will once again be in- 
valuable this time around. 


Hume City 

Last season: 9th place 

State Cup: Did not enter 

Coach: Louie Acevski 

Hume City will be a new look side 
in more ways than one this season. 
Following a $12 million dollar re- 
development of facilities the club 
will most certainly look the part 
off the field so the real question is, 
what will the on field situation be 


iQ 
Northcote City took out top honours in the last ever VPL 


and now hope to replicate their sucess in the new NPL. 


RATION 
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this season. After a promising first 
half of the 2013 VPL season Hume 
capitulated losing six out of their 
last seven matches and finishing 
in 9th spot. They have heavily in- 
vested over the off season though 
with a completely new look squad 
set to take the NPL by storm. Watch 
this space. 

NPL 2014 squad: Chris Oldfield 
(GK), Evan  Alexandrow-Ridley 
(GK), Izzy Erdogan (vice-captain), 
Shane Rexhepi, Baki Efe, Matthew 
Hennessey, Petar Franjic, Johnny 
Stojcevski, Jose Guerrero, Nick 
Hegarty (captain), Kliment Tases- 
ki, Devon Bonne, Kaan Korkmaz, 
Aaron Turner , Joseph Franjic, 
Ali Turgut, Johhny Buceto, Nick 
Marinos, Samed Altundag, Richie 
Cardozo 

Key signings: Shane Rexhepi (Dan- 
denong Thunder), Petar Franjic 
(Richmond), Kliment Taseski (Rich- 
mond), Ali Turgut (Southern Stars), 
Richie Cardozo (Waitakere United, 
New Zealand), Evan Alexandrow- 
Ridley (Canberra NTC), Nick Ma- 
rinos (Heidelberg United), Samed 
Altundag (Brisbane Roar youth), 
Joseph Franjic (Sunshine George 
Cross), Aaron Turner (Para Hills 
Knights, NPL South Australia), 
Johhny Buceto (Melbourne Victory 
Youth) 

Key departures: Alan Mulcahy 


(Dandenong Thunder), Steven 
Pace, Ersin Kaya 

Star Man: Richie Cardozo 

A busy offseason was capped off 
with the return of one of Hume’s 
favourite sons with Richie Cardozo 
re-joining the club for the 2014 sea- 
son. Cardozo comes off a fantastic 
year with former side Waitakere 
United where he carried them to a 
finals birth in New Zealand scoring 
over 20 goals. 


Northcote City: 

Last season: |st place 

(Grand Final Winners) 

State Cup: 5th Round 

Coach: Goran Lozanovski 
Following on from the clubs most 
successful season in its history was 
always going to be a difficult task 
and it has been made harder with 
the departure of a number of key 
players. With the likes of Milos 
Lujic, Dean Piemonte and Michael 
Eager all moving onto greener 
pastures the club has had to delve 
into the transfer market resigning 
the prolific Trent Rixon whilst also 
picking up former Turkish Super 
League defender Metekan Yilmaz 
in the hopes of filling the gaps left 
by those departures. It will be inter- 
esting to see if Northcote can back 
up what was a sensational cam- 
paign last time out. 
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NPL 2014 squad: Chris Theodoridis 
(GK, vice-captain), Luke Gavalas 
(GK), Adrian Chiappetta (captain), 
Kristian  Konstantinidis _ (vice- 
captain), Tremayne Sadler, Steve 
Sifinos, Metekan Yilmaz, Benjudah 
Fitzpatrick, Philip Petreski, Josh 
Hiles, Jonathan Munoz, Marino 
Gasparis, Greg Lombardo, Aaron 
Ward, Jonathan Bounas, Liam 
Wooding, Evan Kounavelis, Mi- 
chael Catalano, Trent Rixon, James 
Kalifatidis, Wade Dekker 

Key signings: Jonathan Munoz 
(South Melbourne), Greg Lombar- 
do (Pascoe Vale), Metekan Yilmaz 
(Sivasspor, Turkey), Phil Petreski 
(Melbourne Heart), Benjudah Fitz- 
patrick (New Zealand National 
League), Liam Wooding (Metro- 
stars, South Australia), Trent Rixon 
(South Melbourne) 

Key departures: Milos Lujic (South 
Melbourne), Michael Eagar (South 
Melbourne), Frazer Siddall (Dan- 
denong Thunder), Bonel Obra- 
dovic (Oakleigh Cannons), Dean 
Piemonte (Oakleigh Cannons), 
Nick Tzoulis (Port Melbourne), 
Alex Rojas, Hayden D'Agostino 
Star Man: Trent Rixon- 

They may have lost one big man up 
front but they have found a pretty 
handy replacement in club legend 
Trent Rixon. Returning after two 
seasons at South Melbourne, Rixon 


will be eager to pick up on where 
he left off at the club where he 
captained the side to success in the 
state cup in 2011. 


South Melbourne FC 

Last season: 6th place (Lost Pre- 
liminary Final) 

State Cup: Semi Finals 

Coach: Chris Taylor 

2013 was a success in many ways 
for South Melbourne FC. Not only 
did they make the Preliminary fi- 
nals for the first time since 2006. 
but it seems that they finally have 
some security off the pitch with 
former treble winning coach Chris 
Taylor signing on for the next twc 
years. On the pitch though South 
has put together a typically strong 
squad for the upcoming campaigr 
and will most certainly be aiming 
for the title in 2014. 

NPL 2014 squad: Jason Saldaris 
(GK), Shpetim Mala, Andrew Mul- 
lett, Michael Eagar (captain), Dim- 
itri Tsiaras, Nick Epifano, Matthew 
Theodore, Milos Lujic, Tyson Hol- 
mes, Brad Norton, Iqbal Jawadi, 
James Musa, Kobbie Boahene, 
James Reed, Slaven Vranesevic, 
Christopher Maynard (GK), And) 
Kecojevic, Leigh Minopoulos 

Key signings: Milos Lujic (North- 
cote City), Michael Eagar (North- 
cote City), Andrew Mullett (Oak- 
leigh Cannons), James Reec 
(Chester Football Club, England), 
Leigh Minopoulos (Werribee City), 


Slaven Vranesevic (Springvale 
White Eagles) 
Key departures: Trent Rixor 


(Northcote City), Bryan Bran (FC 
Chabab, Netherlands), Peter Gav- 
alas (retired), Shaun Kelly 

Star Man: Milos Lujic- 

Last season’s VPL Golden Boo 
winner will be crucial to Hellas’s 
title push this season especially fol. 
lowing the departure of Trent Rix- 
on. Lujic will have an A-League 
contract on his mind following 
stints with Wellington and Sydney 
during the NPLV off-season. 


Remaining NPL teams 
to be featured in next 
week’s Goal! Weekly. 


THE BOYS ARE BACK 


NSW prepares for 


new season 


So at long last, football is back. 
The NPL IGA NSW Mens 1 
competition is back for 2014 and 
it promises to be the biggest and 
most exciting season yet. 

With a number of players switch- 
ing clubs there will be points to 
prove and scores to settle across 
the league and it all starts this 
weekend. 


MATCH OF THE ROUND 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Rockdale 
City Suns, 7:30pm at Bonnyrigg 
Sports Centre 

What better way to start 2014 than 
with a replay of last season’s Grand 


www.goalweekly.com 


Final match up between Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles and Rockdale City 
Suns. 

As usual, many pundits have an- 
nounced Bonnyrigg as the team to 
beat this year and there is no doubt 
that Brian “Bomber” Brown has a 
very settled squad of winners, led 
by their captain Chris Tadrosse. 
Rockdale have turned over a lot of 
players, losing Brendan Gan, Alec 
Urosevski, Seiya Kawamura, Gior- 
gio Speranza and their inspiration 
goalkeeper, Diego Barcena. 

They do have experienced heads 
in Paul Reid, Paul Kohler and 
their captain Askin Oygur, as well 
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as a proven winner in head coach 
Branko Culina. 

They will take the confidence of 
their 3-2 win over Blacktown Spar- 
tans in the IGA Preseason Cup Fi- 
nal and will have every belief that 
they can settle the score with Bon- 
nyrigg. 

SATURDAY 

Blacktown Spartans v Sutherland 
Sharks, 7:30pm at Blacktown Foot- 
ball Park 

Blacktown Spartans went down to 
Rockdale City in the IGA Preseason 
Cup Final, and although the score- 
line (3-2) looked close, they were 
outplayed for most of the match. 


Spartans have a number of ex- 
Olympic players in their ranks in 
Brett Studman, Emmanuel Giann- 
aros and Phil Makrys (suspended 
for this match) and their experience 
will be crucial to their season. 
Goalkeeper and captain Carlos 
Saliadarre was sensational last 
weekend too and will have to be at 
his best again this weekend. 
Sutherland Sharks are always there 
and thereabouts and of course are 
one of the best footballing sides in 
the competition. 

The midfield goals of Panny Nikas 
and his partnership with captain 
Nick Stavroulakis (suspended for 
this match) are the fulcrum around 
which Robbie Stanton builds his 
side and Stavroulakis will be par- 
ticularly missed for this Round 1 
encounter. 


Marconi Stallions v Manly United, 
7:30pm at Marconi Stadium 
Marconi Stallions, the Premiers of 
two seasons ago, couldn’t back up 
that effort in 2013 and with Jean 
Paul de Marigny now assistant 
coach at Melbourne Victory, Dar- 
ren locca will take the reigns for 
2014. 

Their Grade 20s won the Premier- 
ship and Championship last season 
and the skipper of that side Harry 
Brown, has graduated to the first 
team squad this season. 

Their captain and goalkeeper 
James Chronopoulos is one of the 
league’s outstanding glovemen and 
a formidable presence between the 
sticks. 

Manly United have, as usual, gone 
about their work with the minimum 
of fuss this season. 

They will be hit hard by the loss 


of Matthew Sim to Sutherland (al- 
though he’s currently on loan at the 
Central Coast Mariners) but they 
have picked up former Sydney 
FC striker Chris Payne, who was 
among the goals for the Mariners 
Academy last season. 

They’ve retained the core of their 
side and their goalkeeper Dylan 
Mitchell, and could turn a few 
heads this season. 


SUNDAY 

Sydney United 58 FC v Sydney 
Olympic, 3pm at Sydney United 
Sports Centre 

Sydney United fell at the semi fi- 
nal stage last season, after winning 
the Premiership under their bright 
young coach Mark Rudan. 

They progressed to win the inau- 
gural National Premier Leagues 
Championship and they will start 
their dual title defence against their 
rivals Sydney Olympic. 

Olympic have been the subject of 
much rumour and conjecture in the 
off season and Euro 2004 winner 
Sotirios Kygriakos will play for 
them in Round 2. 

The much documented upheaval 
last season is in the past and head 
coach Grant Lee has had the chance 
to put his stamp on the squad. For- 
mer Adelaide United player Evan 
Kostopoulous is looming as an im- 
portant figure. 


St George v APIA-Leichhardt Tigers, 
3pm at WIN Jubilee Oval 

St George are the new kids on the 
block and they start their campaign 
at home to APIA-Leichhardt Tigers 
on Sunday afternoon. 

St George flattered to deceive in 
the IGA Preseason Cup but with 


competition points up for grabs 
this is a different ball game. 
APIA-Leichhardt also had an iff} 
preseason campaign but with Bills 
McColl finally in for a full season 
they have a rare chance to sett 
into the season. They’ll be looking 
to show the new boys who’s boss 
ahead of the much-vaunted granc 
opening of their new Lambert Parl 
facility next weekend. 


South Coast Wolves v Blacktowr 
City FC, 3pm at WIN Stadium 
Wolves have been handed a hug 
boost, given that they will be play: 
ing out of WIN Stadium in Wollon: 
gong rather than their less illustri 
ous former homes. 

Jacob Timpano is their rock at the 
back and his experience will be « 
key part of their side yet again i1 
2014. 

Blacktown City FC will again be 
under the guidance of Mark Crit 
tenden, assisted by David O’Keeft 
and have named Travis Major anc 
Zac Cairncross as co-captains. 
They have big shoes to fill anc 
Luke Roodenberg’s experience wa: 
missed last year, but this is a fresl 
beginning as they look to take th 
three points back to their new lool 
Lilys Football Centre. 
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now available at Futsal 0z 
407 VIGEORIA- STREET, BRUNSWICK f 


Tel-1300 768-799 | www.tutsaloz.com.au | Join us on facebook 
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20 V-League 


Richmond crowned champs! 


Mien’s NIKE V-League 
The only mens game of 
the night was between 
Brunswick and Mick- 
leham who played off 
for the final place in the 
NIKE V-League Premier- 
ship and both sides over 
2 legs would have to play 
the games of their lives. 
In what was a tight first 
half neither side could 
break the deadlock despite 
Brunswick being heavily 
on top Mickleham keeper 
Steve Castvan was in unbe- 
lievable form saving every- 
thing Brunswick threw at 
him, But finally the bloods 
found a way through in the 
form of Cameron Holmes 
and Brunswick went into 
the break leading 1-0. They 
held their lead for a little 
while in the second half 
but a big 5 minute burst in 
the second half broke the 
tie wide open a brace from 
[gnat Filipovic had Mick- 
leham ahead before goals 
from Lunt and Campbell 
sealed a big win for the 
Bee’s as they sit in prime 
position to stay in the V- 
League for another season, 
As for Brunswick it is an 
uphill climb but not an im- 
possible one they will need 
to play a near perfect game 
Sunday if they are to be 
promoted. 


Futsal 0z Scoreboard 


PEPSI Women’s V-League 
Results 


Pascoe Vale 8-2 Ashburton 
Pascoe Vale 4-2 Heidelberg 
FFA Eagles 4-1 Heidelberg 

FC Richmond 11-0 EFA Eagles 
lelb Uni 3-4 Vic Vipers 

NIKE Men’s V-League 


Results 


Fitzroy FC 8-7 Metropolitan FO 
Pascoe Vale FC 7-2 Ashburton FC 
Fitzroy FC 3-3 Hume FC 

Vic Vipers FC 8-5 Mickleham FC. 
Albert Park FC 1-8 Pascoe Vale FC 
Ashburton FC 3-6 Metropolitan FC 


Top Goal Scorers 


Women’s 

1. Marcela Marques - Melb. Uni - 

2. Dani Gudelj - Fitzroy FC - 18 

3. Letizia Sammut - Melb. Uni FC - 15 
A. Niki Cook - Melb. Uni FC - 14 

5. Ili Jakab - Pascoe Vale FC - 14 


Women’s PEPSI WPL 

With the last day of the Wom- 
en’s V-League boiling to a close 
the equation was simple for top 
placed Richmond, Win and the 
title is yours anything less and it 
could slip away. With Pascoe Vale 
up first and having 2 games un- 
der their belt they took on lowly 
Ashburton and Heidelberg and 
were expected to make light work 
of both but both game were more 
difficult then they expected with 
Ashburton putting up a fight before 
being blown away late on to lose 
8-2, While as for Heidelberg they 
had last seasons champions under 
a lot of pressure but failed to put 
away some key chances and were 
punished for it as they went down 
4-2 as Pascoe did all they could 
and took top place from Richmond 
until the red and black played later 
on that night. Sandwiched between 
the title drama was EFA Eagles 
and Heideleberg FC as the leagues 
2 bottom clubs took to the court 
in what was an entertaining start 
to the game the Eagles raced to a 
3-0 lead with goals from Rebecca 
Berry and a double from Georgia 
Alberti building a solid lead at the 
break. The second half was a little 
more even but it mattered little in 
the end as the game finished 4-1 
and kept EFA in with a chance of 
an FOz Cup birth. Now the game 
which everyone had been waiting 
for as Richmond took on EFA for 
the title, With EFA having already 
playing a game on the night it made 
Richmond’s job that little bit easier 
with the fatigue and it showed as 
the would be champs opened up a 
6-0 lead going into half time and 
showed no signs of slowing down 
as they crushed the lowly Eagles 
11-0 on their way to the title in what 
was a thoroughly deserved champi- 
onship victory, They will now look 
ahead to the FOz CUp and FAFL 
Cups for more glory to come. 


Next Round 

Womens - Friday 14th March 
7:16pm - 4th. Fitzroy vs Sth. Vic Vipers 
8:00pm - Grd. Melb Uni vs 6th. Ash 
8:45pm - 1st. Richmond vs 4th. Fitzroy 
or 5th. Vic Vipers 

9:00pm - 2nd. Pascoe Vale vs 3rd. Mel- 
bourne Uni or 6th. Ashburton 

Mens - Sunday 16th of March 
2:30pm - 4th. Metro FC vs 5th. Hume 
8:30pm - 3rd. Pascoe Vale vs 6th. Ash 
5:00pm - 1st. Vic Vipers FC vs 4th. 
Metro FC or 5th. Hume FC 

6:00pm - 2nd. Fitzroy FC vs 3rd. Pascoe 
Vale FC or 6th. Ashburton FC 

7:00pm - WFOz Cup Final 

8:00pm - Mens FOz Cup Final 

9:00pm - Mham vs Bswick (4-1 agg) 


Mens 

1. Ricardo Castro - Ashburton FC - 42 
2. Juso Julardzija - Metro FC - 37 

3. Ernie Simsek - Metro FC - 36 

4. Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC - 29 
5. Jason Barrientos - Vic Vipers - 28 


Grace Kim (R) battle for the flees FC 
‘ ball mid court on a fiery night Ashburton FC 
of Wednesday night action. EFA Eagles 


Compiled by Jimmy Soufis 


Ls ae 


Leah Barrett (Front) 
and Chloe Drinoc- 


zkiy back battle for Arto emer 
3 . ic Vipers 
possession. Fitzroy FC 2 
Pascoe ValeFC 2 
letropolitanFC 2 
Hume FC 2 
Ashburton FC 2 
icklenham FC 2 
Albert Park FC 2 
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FC Richmond 
Pascoe Vale FC 
lelboume Uni FC 


Bianca Lavorgna and 
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Heidelberg FC 


NONOWTDKRON= 


FC Balwyn 

CF Brunswick 
Brimbank FC 
loreland FC. 

FC Melbourne 

FC Carlton 

FC Northcote 

FC Essendon 
tate League One 
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P 

FC Collingwood 2 
Brighton FC 2 
FC Prahran 2 
C.F South Melo = 2 
Bs 

2 

2 

2 


FC Hawthom 
Toorak FC 

F.C Footscray 
Coburg Athletic 
tate League Two 


MONOTKROANR= 


Miroslav Lunt (L) and Lachlan Campbell (R) 
celebrate their 4th goal against Brunswick. 


2 
Icleod FC 2 
FC Preston 2 
Doncaster FC. 2 
FC Richmond 2 
Eagles FC 2 
FC Geelong 2 
Elsternwick FC 2 
FC St Klida 2 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
i 
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f 
ml PUT: 
Champions Richmond lift the trophy after a brilliant 
season to claim their first ever V-League Title. 
= berg. 


NIKE V-LEAGUE Premiership 


FUTSAL ®)> The Futbol Town Show every Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 & C44Digital 
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W LBD F A GD Pts 
18 300132 72+6054 
15 402145 80+6547 
14502125 60+65 44 
12 6 03 156 106 +51 39 
71004105 84+21 25 
71202108107 +123 
21002 80° 152-6611 
0 2001 47 244 -197 1 


epsi Womens WV-LEAGUE 


WLBD F A GD Pts 
V7 301 11255 +57 52 
16 401 98 29 +69 49 
14 40311348 +7045 
12 702 84 78 +6 38 
612038 56 68 =12 21 
41403 63114 -51 15 
51600 42117 -75 15 
o if O01 61115 -64 10 


tate League Championship 


WLBD F A GD Pts 
163 02149 75 +74 50 
14106121 71 +5048 
9 9 03 126 151 -25 30 
O1O02 101 106-6 29 
81201122 98 +24 25 
71004 99104 -5 25 
61203 85122 -3f 21 
41601 64140 -76 13 


W LBODF A GD Pts 
16 302123 55 +6850 
14 304116 65 +51 46 
9 606102 77 +2583 
10 902112101 +11 32 
QIONOZ SSW) =e Be) 
71004 78101 -23 25 
61401 89122 -33 19 
21801 63146 -83 7 


WLBODFA 
14 502123 84 
14 502 94 72 
13 503101 74 +27 42 
91002104111 -? 29 
91101 93123 -3028 
81201107 90 +17 25 
B14071 71 90-1910 
61600 90716 -26 15 


GD Pts 
+39 44 
+22 44 


anre 


Georgia Alberti (R) dribbles past Kendra Jones 
in the second half of their game against Heidel- 
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Soeial Leasue 
competitions 


* Men’s & Women’s Social Leagues 


* Mixed Social Leagues 


* Elite training 


* Junior Leagues (noys & gris) 


* Elite Leagues (hoy: 


© Junior training 


(see ‘ALL Juniors— Boys & Girls ‘from 2 years to 16 years of age’) 


Tratinins 


© Social League training 


LAL? 


Wun BEARS 


COAT 


« Preschool program ° Futsal training 


* Junior Oz Clinics 
* Elite Futsal League 


* School Holiday Program 


* Elite Futsal training 


* Social Junior Leagues 


Wusta Wersrars 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


SETANTA 


UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
TBC v TBC 4:50am LIVE 

UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
TBC v TBC 6:55am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 25 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing 


Bundesliga Round 25 Augsburg 
v Schalke 6:25am LIVE 

Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 4 Highlights Show 
3:40pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet League One Round 

36 Leyton Orient v Brentford 
11:10pm LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 


Sky Bet Championship Round 
36 Leicester v Blackpool 2:00am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 25 Bayern 
Munich v Leverkusen 1:20pm 1st 
Airing 


Scottish League Cup Final 
Aberdeen v Inverness 1:55am 
LIVE 

Primera Division Round 8 TBC v 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 8 TBC v 
TBC 11:10pm LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 25 Dortmund 
v Monchengladbach 3:20pm 1st 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 25 Werder 
Bremen v Stuttgart 5:10pm 
Bundesliga Round 25 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 
36 Highlights Show 9:00pm ist 
Airing 


Bundesliga Round 25 Hamburg v 
Nurmeburg 4:50am 1st Airing 
Sky Bet League One Round 36 
Preston v Sheff United 6:40am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 25 Frankfurt v 
Freiburg 9:15am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premiership Round 29 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing 


H 
Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 5 Atletico Mineiro v 
Nacional 9:35am LIVE 


UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
TBC v TBC 4:50am LIVE 

UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
TBC v TBC 6:55am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 26 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing 


Bundesliga Round 26 Freiburg v 
Werder Bremen 6:25am LIVE 
Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 5 Highlights Show 
12:10pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 37 
Derby v Nottm Forest 11:10pm 
TBC 


Sky Bet Championship Round 
37 Middlesbrough v OPR 1:55am 
LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 26 Monchengla- 
dbach v Hertha 4:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 26 Mainz 

v Bayern Munich 6:30am 1st 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 26 Hannover v 
Dortmund 8:20am 1st Airing 


ak), (SPORTS: 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


WEEK 31 
Sat Mar 15 Hull v Manchester City 


11.35 pm Fox 3 
Sun Mar 16 Everton v Cardiff 
7.50 am Fox 3 


Sun Mar 16 Fulham v Newcastle 
7.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Mar 16 Southampton v Norwich 
7.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Mar 16 Stoke v West Ham 
7.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Mar 16 Sunderland v Crystal 
Palace 
7.50 am Viewers Choice 
Sun Mar 16 Swansea v West Brom 
7.50 am Fox Sports News 


Sun Mar 16 Aston Villa v Chelsea 
4.20 am Fox 3 


Mon Mar 17 Man Utd v Liverpool 
12.15 am Fox 1 


Mon Mar 17 Tottenham v Arsenal 
2.45 am Fox 1 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
ALL GAMES LIVE 


Fri Mar 14 Sydney v Brisbane 
7.30 pm Fox 3 


Sat Mar 15 Western Sydney v Adelaide 
5.30 pm Fox 3 


Sat Mar 15 Central Coast v Newcastle 
7.45 pm Fox 3 


Sat Mar 15 Perth v Victory 
9.45 pm Fox 3 


Sun Mar 16 Heart v Wellington 
4.00 pm Fox 3 


SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
Every Sunday 7.00pm 


SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


SPANISH LA LIGA 
Sun Mar 16 
Atletico Madrid v Espanyol 
7.55 am Fox 3 
Mon Mar 17 
Real Sociedad v Valladolid 
6.55 am Fox 3 
SBS ONE / 
Evey Friday 


7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Highlights Show 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
9:30 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Matthew Naqvi 


Last weekend’s round of A-League 
action proved to be as crazy and 
unpredictable as can be. Brisbane 
won their match and all but secured 
the premiership title. Victory’s 
younger players stymied the Mari- 
ners best efforts to take the three 
points, while Heart succumbed to 
the pressure from Newcastle Jets to 
hit a stag in their late season resur- 
gence to make the finals series. 

The game of the round is the clash 
between fourth placed Sydney FC 
and league leaders Brisbane Roar on 
Friday night. Both teams are coming 
off solid wins and will look to con- 
tinue their form into the final rounds 
of the season. 

Sydney prevailed in an exciting der- 
by against Western Sydney Wander- 
ers but has since been distracted by 


lag 


the Ali Abbas incident. 

Brisbane Roar has garnered a ten 
point lead on second placed WSW 
and a win here will all but guarantee 
the title. Roar are a dangerous team 
who always score while Sydney is a 
side that either win or lose, with only 
one draw this season. Given Roar’s 
consistency, they should be able to 
make easy work of the Sky Blues. 
3-1 final result. 

Central Coast Mariners versus New- 
castle Jets on Saturday looms as a 
potential goal fest. With the teams 
sitting in sixth and seventh respec- 
tively, both are desperate to edge 
closer to a finals position. 

The Mariners are coming off a big 
upset win over Japanese powerhouse 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima on Tuesday 
night. Mile Sterjovski was able to 
score an impressive brace which 
may have generated some interest- 
ed from Socceroos manager Ange 
Postecoglou ahead of the World Cup 
in Brazil. 

Newcastle Jets have had a knack of 
winning tough games this year with 
Adam Taggart consistently finding 
the back of the net. 


This game will be an even contest, 
with a battle of the midfield playing 
a pivotal role in the outcome. Central 
Coast may be a tired from their mid- 
week ACL clash but I think they will 
be strong for the Jets and come away 
with a 2-1 win. 

In the English Premier League, there 
are two blockbuster games this round. 
Sixth placed Manchester United host 
second placed Liverpool. United is 
a mixed bag this season with results 
and form faltering despite their star- 
studded line-up. Plenty of people 
calling for the head of David Moyes 
but he is in for the long haul. 

Liverpool are having their best sea- 
son in a few years and playing their 
most impressive style in a decade. 
Daniel Sturridge and Luis Suarez 
have continued their impressive and 
dangerous partnership up forward 
and will look to cause a few head- 
aches for the Manchester defence. 

This will be a battle of tactics be- 
tween the two managers, and Bren- 
dan Rodgers has been on fire in that 
department all season. Liverpool 
should be able to overwhelm the 
United defence as the game goes on 
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and capitalise on Manchester’s errors. 
Liverpool to win 2-1. 

The second cracker to watch is the 
battle between fifth placed Tottenham 
Hotspur and third placed Arsenal. 
Spurs have managed to lose games 
they really should have won and this 
has kept them out of the top four. 

Arsenal has been playing beautiful 
football with silky skills and aggres- 
sive attacking plays that have caused 
trouble for the majority of their op- 
ponents. 

This will be a spectacle with a bar- 
rage of goals with both sides heavily 
focussed on attack. Arsenal should 
prevail with a 3-2 score line at the 
final whistle. 

Once the weekend’s action is over 
make sure to tune into SBS for The 
A-League Highlights Show hosted by 
Craig Foster and The World Game on 
Monday night. Get your comedy gold 
fix with Santo, Sam and Ed’s Total 
Football over on Foxtel. Thursday FC 
is your option for light entertainment 
on Thursday night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


By Alvaro Rodriguez 
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Victoria v New York Cosmo 


Victorian state team vs. New York Cosmos, Mel- 
bourne 1979: captains John Gardiner (VIC, left) and 
ex-Lazio icon Giorgio Chinaglia (Cosmos) exchange 
pennants at the coin-toss. Despite the Pele-less 
Cosmos boasting Franz Beckenbauer, Carlos Alberto, 
Vladislav Bogicevic and future-Socceroo assistant 
coach Johan Neeskens in their ranks, The Big V had 
Socceroos Yakka Banovic, Jim Tansey, John Yzen- 
doorn, Jimmy Rooney and future-Melbourne Victory 
football-operations manager Gary Cole in its XI that 
day - the Vics pushed the NASL glamour-side, losing 
only 3-2 despite the sides’ gulf in class and financial 


clout. 


d Photos: Les Shorrock Collection, Deakin University 


Peter Ollerton 


1974 World Cup Socceroo Peter Ollerton (right) jostles for the 
ball with his Fitzroy Alexander (now Heidelberg United) oppo- 
nent during his Footscray JUST days, coinciding as they did with 
the National Soccer League’s early years. Ollie has coached 
prolifically since his playing days, with Melbourne Knights, 
Heidelberg, Preston Lions and Green Gully among the clubs 
where he has held reins at state-league level. 


HOT: The last few weeks 
have been truly exciting ones 
for Oz football - the FFA 

Cup trophy was unveiled to 
considerable fanfare, and | 
for one thank the FFA for us- 
ing a slightly-updated version 
of the 1960s-era Australia 
Cup as a nod to the game’s 
past. The National Premier 
League kicks off in Victoria 
with a healthy mix of state 
powerhouses, ‘mid-tier’ clubs 
eg. Pascoe Vale and Wer- 


By Alvaro Rodriguz 


ribee City, as well as rural 
expansion-clubs Bendigo FC 
and Goulburn Valley Suns. 
On the national-team front 
there are many positive signs 
that Ange’s mark on the 
Socceroos is being stamped; 
the disastrous second-half/ 
final score aside, there was 
some of the best football the 
national-team has played in 
5+ years to be seen in the 
1st half of the friendly vs 
Ecuador. Here’s hoping there 
are no further injuries to key 
players in the run-up to Rio 


this June, because they will 
surely make a world of differ- 
ence! 


NOT: with said posi- 
tives to be excited about, it 

is truly dejecting to see the 
vilification-fracas between 
Brendan Santalab and Ali 
Abbas during the Sydney 
Derby blemish the A-League. 
There is and must ALWAYS 
be ZERO-TOLERANCE for 
racial/religious etc. vilification 
in football and life in general, 


hence why | hope the FFA 
and the players’ respective 
clubs deal with the incident 
in a manner leading to the 
best-possible outcome for 

all parties and indeed, ALL 
of us as stakeholders in the 
game. Whilst | personally 
prefer mediation between the 
players ala the AFL’s method, 
this may not be possible so 

| only hope whatever the 
outcome, it is one that leaves 
the involved parties - and us 
all - that much wiser for the 
future. 
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22 Fantastic Football Flashbacks 


Bill ‘the Lion 
Hearted’ Coolahan 
and a double 
Ashes victory 


Football 
Firsts 


We all know Australia won the 
Ashes against England at cricket 
this summer, but when did Aus- 
tralia first win the Ashes at foot- 
ball? This question might stump 
most football fans who might 
possibly plump for the victory 
over a full English professional 
side at Upton Park, London, in 
2003. But the true answer takes 
us back to 1937 and the career of 
someone who is largely forgotten 
in the Australian football story— 
Bill Coolahan. 

Bill Coolahan captained the Aus- 
tralian football team several times 
in the 1930s and Sid Grant said he 
was known to many as ‘Bill the 
Lion Hearted’ for his fierce tackling 
and refusal to countenance defeat 
no matter how desperate the situ- 
ation appeared to be. He led Aus- 
tralia in the first two Test matches 
against an English touring team in 
1937 and helped secure victory in 
the deciding match by example and 
a subtle piece of gamesmanship. 
Born in West Wallsend, Bill Cool- 
ahan was the younger brother of 
Frank, who also played for Aus- 
tralia. It is said that the mining vil- 
lage turned out more representative 
soccer players than any other in the 
country. Frank toured Java (part of 
modern Indonesia) and Singapore 
with the Australian team in 1928. 
He was in the West Wallsend teams 
which won the Gardiner Cup in 
1923, 1924 and 1926. The family 
were not wealthy and it was Frank 
who gave his younger brother his 
first pair of football boots. By the 


: A cartoon of the meunbieis of the victorious Australian 
* team which came from Northern New South Wales, by Ted § 


* Mulvihill. Hetherington collection, Vol. 4, p. 167. 
2 aaa a Raat = 3 . 


age of 18, Bill was in the West 
Wallsend senior team and had rep- 
resented New South Wales, playing 
at full back against a Java team. At 
Wallsend he played as centre-for- 
ward so he was very versatile and a 
regular goalscorer. The state league 
Cessnock and Kurri Kurri clubs 
both tried to sign the youngster, but 
he resisted the offers. 
Coolahan gained his first of three A 
or full national caps in 1938 against 
India, but he had already played 
several times in games which were 
not classified as full internationals 
and was to play in a few more dur- 
ing the Second World War. Proba- 
bly the high point of his career was 
the series against the English ama- 
teur team which toured Australia in 
1937. The previous English touring 
team in 1925, which was a profes- 
sional outfit, had gone through its 
26-match itinerary with a 100% 
record, scoring 139 goals and con- 
ceding only 14. The amateur team 
which arrived in 1937 was not as 
strong but still won eight out of ten 
games played, the only two losses 
coming in the first and third test 
matches when Coolahan was the 
skipper in the first and the inspi- 
ration in the third. The first test at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground was 
won by the odd goal in nine, with 
George Smith and Jack Hughes 
each scoring two and Billy Price 
one for the Australians, while Mat- 
thews and Stan Eastham each had 
two for England. One of Eastham’s 
goals was from the penalty spot. 
England won the second test in 
Brisbane very comfortably by four 
goals to nil, so the series came 
down to a decider at the Newcastle 
Sports Ground on 20 July 1937 in 
front of a record crowd of over 15 
000, who paid over £1100. England 
was without its influential skipper 
Bernard Joy, but Australia too was 
probably a player or two short of 


The Australian team which toured Java and Singapore in 1928. Frank 
Coolahan is at the far right in the back row. Source: Ozfootball website. 
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its best team. George Smith, who 
took over the captaincy, scored af- 
ter a corner kick for Australia and 
then got a second goal after a move 
instigated by Coolahan. Coolahan 
rounded F. Riley, dummied his 
way past J. Sutcliffe, played a one- 
two with Jim Wilkinson before 
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"The team that mae soccer history. The Australian team which 
» beat the England team in the first test match on 10 July 1937. 
From right to left: Bill Coolahan (captain), Jack Hughes, Ray Bry- 
? ant, Roy Crowhurst, Jock Parkes, Billy Price, George Smith, Tom 
: Harris, Harold Whitelaw, Jack ‘Digger’ Evans, Bill Morgan and 

Jimmy McNabb. Source: The Referee, 15 July 1937, p. 1. 


releasing Jack Hughes to set up 
Smith once again. England pulled 
a goal back through Riley who got 
to a loose ball just ahead of keeper 
Jimmy McNabb. 

Immediately after the second half 
began, Coolahan sent Wilkinson 
away down the wing and his cross 
was turned in first time by Hughes. 
While the English were still recov- 
ering, Wilkinson found Smith with 
across and the striker headed home 
his hat-trick goal. As expected, 
England fought back and should 
have scored when E. Collins was 
brought down by Bert Murray 
inside the penalty area. Eastham 
stepped up to take the kick, having 
not missed penalty in 143 attempts. 
Enter Coolahan. ‘This will be your 
first miss in years, Stan. McNabb’s 
the best goalkeeper in Australia 
and he’ ll stop it.’ Eastham replied, 
‘T’ll break the net, and if McNabb 
gets in front of the ball, he’ll go 
through the net too.” As Eastham 
began his run up, Coolahan added, 
“You can still bet me a dollar, if 
you want to, Stan.’ Later Eastham 
admitted, ‘Was I mad when he said 
that? First he sowed a small seed 
of doubt, then he ruined my con- 
centration. I had made up my mind 
to put it left, but then I reverted to 


my natural method to go right and 
McNabb had actually dived half- 
way there before | hit it.’ Writing 
after the match, A.J. Boyd was 
rather sanctimonious, ‘the moral 
of this story is that such things 
are NOT DONE in Test matches’, 
but Lance Corporal Eastham was 
much more philosophical, ‘More 
fool me for falling for that one. I 
should have known better. It was 
smart and by falling for it, I lost 
the match.’ England did later pull 
a goal back through R.J. Matthews 
but Australia held out for the 4-3 
win and the series. 

England played an Australian 
eleven in Melbourne later in the 
tour and won, but this did not 
count as a test match, so Coolahan 
had his victory, even if via a little 
gamesmanship of which the cur- 
rent Australian cricket team would 
be proud. 

And on the matter of cricket and 
the English cricket team, earlier in 
the year a New South Wales team 
beat the English cricket tourists by 
seven goals to two at football at 
the end of the latter’s Ashes crick- 
et tour in which they also lost to 
Don Bradman’s Australians. The 
English cricketers had overcome 
a Victorian soccer team in Mel- 
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Bill Coolahan retires, Source 
Newcastle Morning Herald & 
Miners’ Advocate, Monday 9 
November 1942, p. 6. 


bourne and George Duckworth, 
the English wicketkeeper and goal- 
keeper, said it was the happiest day 
of his life because he had captained 
England and they had won. But 
when it came to ‘The Ashes’, Aus- 
tralia beat England at both cricket 
and football in 1937. 

Bill Coolahan continued to play 
for club and country until after 
the outbreak of the Second World 
War, captaining Australia against 
the Chinese tourists in 1941. He 
had moved from West Wallsend to 
Adamstown in 1935 and had one 
season at Lake Macquarie before 
finally hanging up his boots. He 
was inducted into the Australian 
Football Hall of Fame and the 
Hunter Region Sporting Hall of 
Fame. Though he played most of- 
ten as a half-back, he scored over 
a hundred goals in his career. He 
deserves recognition as one of 
Australian football’s pioneering 
heroes. 
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NATIONAL PREMIER LEAGUE VICTORIA FIXTURES 


ROUND 1 

13/03/2014 7:15PM Heidelberg Utd V South Melb Olympic Village 

14/03/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Dandenong Thunder JL Murphy Res ° 
14/03/2014 8:30PM Melb Knights V Northcote City Knights Stadium . 
15/03/2014 7:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Oakleigh Cannons McEwan Res; 
15/03/2014 7:00PM Bentleigh Greens V Ballarat Red Devils Kingston Heath 
16/03/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Werribee City Green Gully Res 
16/03/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Pascoe Vale Broadmeadows Valley 


ROUND 2 

28/03/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Melb Knights Hosken Res 

28/03/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V South Melb JL Murphy Res 
28/03/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh Cannons V Heidelberg Utd Jack Edwards Res 
29/03/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Green Gully George Andrews Res. 
29/03/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Ballarat Red Devils McEwan Res* 
30/03/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Bentleigh Greens John Cain Memorial + 
30/03/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Hume City Galvin 


ROUND 3 

4/04/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Oakleigh Cannons JL Murphy Res 
4/04/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Pascoe Vale Kingston Heath 
5/04/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V South Melb Green Gully Res 

5/04/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Hume City George Andrews Res 
5/04/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Ballarat Red Devils John Cain Memorial 
6/04/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Goulburn Valley Suns Olympic Village 
6/04/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Werribee City Knights Stadium 


ROUND 4 

11/04/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Northcote City Hosken Res 

11/04/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh Cannons V Green Gully Jack Edwards Res 
12/04/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Port Melb Sharks McEwan Res 
13/04/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Bentleigh Greens Galvin 

13/04/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Dandenong Thunder Knights Stadium 
13/04/2014 3:00PM Hume City V South Melb Broadmeadows Valley 
13/04/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Ballarat Red Devils Olympic Village 
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ROUND 5 

16/04/2014 8:30PM Melb Knights V Hume City Knights Stadium 
16/04/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Green Gully Kingston Heath 
16/04/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Northcote City JL Murphy Res 
16/04/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Heidelberg Utd Hosken Res 
16/04/2014 8:30PM Dandenong Thunder V Oakleigh George Andrews 
17/04/2014 8:30PM South Melb V Ballarat Red Devils Lakeside Stadium 
19/04/2014 7:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Werribee City McEwan Res 


ROUND 6 

25/04/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Heidelberg Utd JL Murphy Res 
25/04/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Dandenong Thunder Kingston Heath; 
26/04/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Goulburn Valley Suns Green GullyRes ° 
26/04/2014 3:00PM Northcote City v Werribee City John Cain Memorial 
26/04/2014 3:00PM Pascoe Vale v Ballarat Red Devils Hosken Res 
27/04/2014 3:00PM Hume City v Oakleigh Cannons Broadmeadows Valley 
27/04/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights v South Melb Knights Stadium 
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ROUND 7 

2/05/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh v Dandenong Thunder Jack Edwards Res 
3/05/2014 3:00PM Green Gully v Bentleigh Greens Green Gully Res 
3/05/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils v South Melb Morshead Stadium 
4/05/2014 3:00PM Hume City v Melb Knights Broadmeadows Valley 
4/05/2014 3:00PM Northcote City v Port Melb Sharks John Cain Memorial 
4/05/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Pascoe Vale Olympic Village 
4/05/2014 3:00PM Werribee City v Goulburn Valley Suns Galvin 


ROUND 8 

9/05/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh Cannons v Melb Knights Jack Edwards Res 
10/05/2014 3:00PM Northcote City v Dandenong Thunder John Cain 
10/05/2014 7:45PM Ballarat Red Devils v Port Melb Sharks Morshead 
11/05/2014 3:00PM Werribee City v Pascoe Vale Galvin 

11/05/2014 5:00PM South Melb v Bentleigh Greens Lakeside Stadium 
11/05/2014 3:00PM Hume City v Goulburn Valley Suns Broadmeadows Valley 
11/05/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Green Gully Olympic Village 


ROUND 9 

16/05/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh Cannons v Northcote City Jack Edwards Res 
16/05/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks v Hume City JL Murphy Res 
17/05/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder v Werribee City George Andrews 
17/05/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils v Green Gully Morshead Stadium 
17/05/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns v Bentleigh Greens McEwan Res 
18/05/2014 5:00PM South Melb v Pascoe Vale Lakeside Stadium 

18/05/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Melb Knights Olympic Village 
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ROUND 10 

23/05/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens v Heidelberg Utd Kingston Heath 
23/05/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale v Oakleigh Cannons Hosken Res 
24/05/2014 3:00PM Northcote City v Goulburn Valley Suns John Cain 
24/05/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder v Ballarat George Andrews 
25/05/2014 3:00PM Hume City v Green Gully Broadmeadows Valley 
25/05/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights v Port Melb Sharks Knights Stadium 
25/05/2014 3:00PM Werribee City v South Melb Galvin 


ROUND 11 

30/05/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks Bentleigh Greens JL Murphy Res 
31/05/2014 5:45PM Ballarat Red Devils Hume City Morshead Stadium 
31/05/2014 7:30PM Oakleigh Cannons Werribee City Jack Edwards Res 
31/05/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns Pascoe Vale McEwan Res 
31/05/2014 3:00PM Green Gully Melb Knights Green Gully Res 
1/06/2014 5:00PM South Melb Dandenong Thunder Lakeside Stadium 
1/06/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd Northcote City Olympic Village 


ROUND 12 

6/06/2014 8:30PM Oakleigh Cannons South Melb Jack Edwards Res 
7/06/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Dandenong Thunder McEwan 
7/06/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Northcote City Green Gully Res 
8/06/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Ballarat Red Devils Knights Stadium 
8/06/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Werribee City Olympic Village 
8/06/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Pascoe Vale JL Murphy Res 
8/06/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Bentleigh Greens Broadmeadows Valley 


ROUND 13 

13/06/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Melb Knights Kingston Heath 
13/06/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Green Gully Hosken Res 

14/06/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Heidelberg Utd George Andrews 
14/06/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils V Oakleigh Cannons Morshead 
15/06/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Hume City John Cain Memorial 
15/06/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Port Melb Sharks Galvin 

15/06/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Goulburn Valley Suns Lakeside Stadium 


ROUND 14 

20/06/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Hume City Hosken Res 

21/06/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Port Melb George Andrews 
21/06/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils V Bentleigh Greens Morshead 
22/06/2014 6:00PM Oakleigh Cannons Goulburn Valley Suns Jack Edwards 
22/06/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Heidelberg Utd Lakeside Stadium 
22/06/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Green Gully Galvin 

22/06/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Melb Knights John Cain Memorial 


ROUND 15 

27/06/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Northcote City Kingston Heath 
28/06/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Hume City Green Gully Res 

28/06/2014 5:45PM Ballarat Red Devils V Goulburn Valley Suns Morshead 
29/06/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Pascoe Vale Knights Stadium 
29/06/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Werribee City Broadmeadows Valley 
29/06/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Port Melb Sharks Lakeside Stadium 
29/06/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Oakleigh Cannons Olympic Village 


ROUND 16 

4/07/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Bentleigh Greens Hosken Res 

5/07/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Heidelberg Utd McEwan Res 
5/07/2014 7:45PM Ballarat Red Devils V Northcote City Morshead Stadium 
6/07/2014 6:00PM Oakleigh Cannons V Port Melb Sharks Jack Edwards Res 
6/07/2014 3:00PM South Melb V Green Gully Lakeside Stadium 

6/07/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Dandenong Thunder Broadmeadows Valley 
6/07/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Melb Knights Galvin 


ROUND 17 

11/07/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Werribee City Kingston Heath 
12/07/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Melb Knights George Andrews 
12/07/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils V Heidelberg Utd Morshead Stadium 
12/07/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Oakleigh Cannons Green Gully Res 
12/07/2014 3:00PM Port Melb Sharks V Goulburn Valley Suns JL Murphy Res 
13/07/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Pascoe Vale John Cain Memorial 
13/07/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Hume City Lakeside Stadium 


ROUND 18 

19/07/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Green Gully McEwan Res 
19/07/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Bentleigh George Andrews 
19/07/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils V Pascoe Vale Morshead Stadium 
20/07/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Port Melb Sharks Olympic Village 
20/07/2014 3:15PM Oakleigh Cannons V Hume City Jack Edwards Res 
20/07/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Melb Knights Lakeside Stadium 
20/07/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Northcote City Galvin 
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ROUND 19 

25/07/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Green Gully JL Murphy Res 
26/07/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Melb Knights McEwan Res 
26/07/2014 3:00PM Northcote City South Melb John Cain Memorial 
26/07/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Pascoe Vale George Andrews Res 
27/07/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Hume City Olympic Village 
27/07/2014 3:15PM Oakleigh Cannons V Bentleigh Greens Jack Edwards 
27/07/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Ballarat Red Devils Galvin 


ROUND 20 

29/07/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Werribee City Hosken Res 

29/07/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V South Melb Kingston Heath 
30/07/2014 8:30PM Dandenong Thunder V Northcote C George Andrews Res 
30/07/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Ballarat Red Devils JL Murphy Res 
30/07/2014 8:30PM Melb Knights V Oakleigh Cannons Knights Stadium 
30/07/2014 8:30PM Green Gully V Heidelberg Utd Green Gully Res 


ROUND 21 

1/08/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V South Melb Hosken Res 

2/08/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Ballarat Red Devils Green Gully Res 
2/08/2014 3:00PM Bentleigh Greens V Goulburn Valley Suns Kingston Heath 
3/08/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Dandenong Thunder Galvin 

3/08/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Oakleigh Cannons John Cain Memorial 
3/08/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Heidelberg Utd Knights Stadium 
3/08/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Port Melb Sharks Broadmeadows Valley 


ROUND 22 
8/08/2014 8:30PM Port Melb Sharks V Melb Knights JL Murphy Res 
9/08/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Hume City Green Gully Res 

9/08/2014 6:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Northcote City McEwan Res 
9/08/2014 3:00PM Ballarat Red Devils V Dandenong Thunder Morshead 
10/08/2014 6:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Bentleigh Greens Olympic Village 
10/08/2014 3:15PM Oakleigh Cannons V Pascoe Vale Jack Edwards Res 
10/08/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Werribee City Lakeside Stadium 


ROUND 23 

15/08/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Ballarat Red Devils Broadmeadows Valley 
15/08/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Port Melb Sharks Kingston Heath 
16/08/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V South Melb George Andrews Res 
16/08/2014 3:00PM Pascoe Vale V Goulburn Valley Suns Hosken Res 
17/08/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Oakleigh Cannons Galvin 

17/08/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Heidelberg Utd John Cain Memorial 
17/08/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Green Gully Knights Stadium 


ROUND 24 

22/08/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Oakleigh Cannons Kingston Heath 
22/08/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Dandenong Thunder Hosken Res 
23/08/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Port Melb Sharks Green Gully Res 
23/08/2014 7:45PM Ballarat Red Devils V Werribee City Morshead Stadium 
24/08/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Heidelberg Utd Broadmeadows Valley 
24/08/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Goulburn Valley Suns Knights Stadium 
24/08/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Northcote City Lakeside Stadium 


ROUND 20 


30/08/2014 7:30PM Goulburn Valley Suns V Hume City McEwan Res 


ROUND 25 

5/09/2014 8:30PM Pascoe Vale V Port Melb Sharks Hosken Res 

5/09/2014 8:30PM Bentleigh Greens V Hume City Kingston Heath 

6/09/2014 5:45PM Ballarat Red Devils V Melb Knights Morshead Stadium 
6/09/2014 7:00PM Dandenong Thunder V Goulburn Valley George Andrews 
6/09/2014 3:00PM Northcote City V Green Gully John Cain Memorial 
7/09/2014 5:00PM South Melb V Oakleigh Cannons Lakeside Stadium 
7/09/2014 3:00PM Werribee City V Heidelberg Utd Galvin 


ROUND 26 

14/09/2014 3:00PM Melb Knights V Bentleigh Greens Knights Stadium 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Hume City V Northcote City Broadmeadows Valley 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Green Gully V Pascoe Vale Green Gully Res 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Port Melb Sharks V Werribee City JL Murphy Res 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Heidelberg Utd V Dandenong Thunder Olympic Village 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Goulburn Valley Suns V South Melb McEwan Res 
14/09/2014 3:00PM Oakleigh Cannons V Ballarat Red Devils Jack Edwards 


MT W 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 


Green Gully Soccer Club 


Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


SOCCER CLUB 


VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 


PASCOE VALE SOCCER STORE 


Top of the Range Boots 
Team Uniforms 
Goalkeeping Gear 
Training Equipment 
All your needs in One 
Super Store! 
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24 NPL Season Kick Off 


By JAMES SZABO 


NORTHCOTE City captain 
Adriano Chiappetta will use the 
inaugural NPL season as a last 
opportunity to achieve his goal of 
playing in the A-League. 

Chiappetta revealed his long held 
ambition to play at a professional 
level of Australian football. 

“I would definitely love to play 
that level,”’ he said. 

‘Every year I try and play as high 
as possible, try to win as much as 
possible. So yeah, that goal to play 
A-League and at the highest level is 
always there.” 

The central defender impressed his 
way to a trial at Melbourne Victory 
last year and his small taste of pro- 
fessionalism gave him an appetite 
for more. 

“The experience overall was fan- 
tastic,”’ he said. 

“I got to meet all the boys and ev- 
eryone is really genuine over there. 
It was just really good to be in that 
professional environment every 
day — training, recovering and go- 
ing back in the next day. It kind of 
fuelled that fire inside to get to that 
next level.” 

The Victory, however, decided to 
go in another direction and signed 
marquee defender Pablo Contreras, 
which confirmed another season at 
Northcote for the 26 year old and 
has left the clock ticking for him to 
dazzle the A-League scouts. 

“T think the time’s running out, so 
if I’m going to be signed any time, 
it had better to be now”, laughed 
Chiappetta. 

‘Chipa’, as he is known to his 
teammates, already shows valuable 
qualities of a professional player 
which should appeal to any A- 
League club. 

Not only do his onfield attributes 
as a consistent and reliable centre 
back make him worthy of a call 
up. 

He is also feared by strikers around 
the league and renowned for his 
professionalism and leadership. 

“It is important to be disciplined 
and stay true to your goal. If you 
want to be a professional footballer 
you have to do the hard yards out 
on the track,” explained last year’s 
VPL Premiership captain. 

In Chipa’s exclusive interview 
with Goal Weekly!, he revealed he 
gave last year’s premiership side a 
special motivational speech in the 
pre-game huddle. 

“T said to everyone — ‘the armband 
I’ve got on my arm, is only for the 
referee. Everyone out there is a 
captain and we go out and make 
sure we play as a team,” he said. 
“And I think we did. Everyone 
pulled their weight.” 

Although ‘Chipa’ is considered one 
of the best captains in the VPL(now 
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NPL), he explained the transition 
from player to captain was only 
made smoothly thanks to former 
Socceroo and Northcote City Man- 
ager Goran Lozanovski. 

“Tnitially I found it a bit difficult”, 
revealed a humble Chiappetta. 

“Without Lozza (Lozanovski) 
there next to me, helping me out, 
it would have been a much harder 
task as well. He had some late 
nights with me, chatting about how 
to handle things, some certain play- 
ers and how to talk to the team.” 

Lozanovski has clearly made a 
huge influence on Chiappetta who 
said he owes a lot to the former 
South Melbourne midfielder. 

“He was the person who helped 
me the most and without him I 
wouldn’t be the captain or player I 
am today.” 

Having such a close relationship 
with a talent like Lozanovski is a 
major benefit for Chiappetta. Being 
able to learn from a man who has 
played for the national team and 
share thoughts on football with him 
on an almost daily basis is an ex- 


Adriano Chiappetta holds 
aloft the VPL trophy last year. 
Photo: ANITA MILAS 


tremely useful tool for the kid from 

East Bentleigh Strikers. 

The influence from Lozanovski has 
become clearly obvious through 
Chiappetta’s improvements on the 
field in recent times and his phi- 
losophy on football. 

Lozz always says, the faster you 
get over a set back, the faster you 
can achieve. If there’s a loss on 
the weekend, we always try and 
look forward to the week after, 
rather than pondering on what hap- 
pened.” 

Lozanovski, however, is not the 
only well respected footballing per- 
son who would have a signifcant 
influence on Chiappetta’s game. 
Melbourne Victory’s young gun, 
Rashid Mahazi, is a good friend 
and former team mate and will be 
generous in lending advice to his 
former roomate. Mahazi was more 
than happy to share his thoughts 
on his former captain when being 
asked the influence ‘Chipa’ had on 
him. 

The 21 year old Victory midfield- 
er’s words are a true compliment 


to Chiappetta, who lived with him 
through his trail periods in Argen- 
tina. 

“He’s helped me to grow up both 
on and off the field. He was the one 
that took me down to Northcote in 
the first place. He drove me there 
and back every session and would 
always give me advice and confi- 
dence, I owe a lot to him. He was 
almost like an older brother to me. 
He would tell me things I needed to 
work on individually, and what he 
thought we needed as a team. He 
was a good captain and someone 
that had a huge influence on me as 
a player and person.” 

Mahazi also highlighted the fact 
‘Chipa’s’ goal of playing in the A- 
League is realistic. 

“He always trains hard and has 
the right mind set and ability to 
become a professional footballer. 
His size and physique are that of 
a centre- back, but his ability on 
the ball is something that sets him 
apart from the other defenders in 
the league that I’ve seen.” 

The new NPL and FFA systems for 
the 2014 season will form a plat- 
form for Chiappetta to dive into 
the A-League scene. These new 
competitions will create a higher 
class of football in the country and 
has led to an extreme interest for 
all football fans around Australia. 
‘Chipa’ has explained there were 
initial “teething problems” for the 
NPL in regards to rules and regu- 
lations, but everybody seems to be 
on board now and he for one, is 
eagerly looking forward to the new 
season. 

“Tm definitely excited.With re- 
gards to the whole structure I think 
it’s good,” he said. 

“With the FFA cup, it’s even bet- 
ter. Everyone gets to play each 
other, you have a taste of other 
leagues and you might even get the 
A-League coming in and getting 
a chance against them. It’s really 
good.” 

This season may well be Chiap- 
petta’s last-ditch effort to achieve 
his ambition of playing in the A- 
League.The football fans, will wait 
and see if his skills, experiences 
and dedication to the sport will be 
rewarded with his goal being ful- 
filled. 
1.Favourite player of all time? 
Paolo Maldini 
2.Favourite footballing moment? 
Winning 2013 VPL Premiership with 
Northcote City 
3.Favourite hobby outside of Foot- 
ball? Relaxing with my fiancée 
4.Biggest influence on your foot- 
ball growing up? My God-Brother 
Marco 
5.Favourite meal before a game? 
Any pasta with red sauce 
6.If you could play for any team 
in the world who would it be? AC 
Milan 


Goulburn Valley Suns make 
key additions to squad 


By KRISTIAN STOJUANOV 


Shepparton based National Pre- 
mier Leagues Victoria entity 
Goulburn Valley Suns has made 
some key additions to its squad 
for the upcoming season, which 
kicks off this week. 

One of the biggest names to come 
out of Shepparton’s football com- 
munity Frankie Lagana is amongst 
Goulburn Valley Suns’ first major 
signings, making him one of the 
high-calibre players the club has 
recruited this season. 

Lagana, 29, has committed to the 
new club, which will see him play- 
ing in his hometown for the first 
time in 12 years. 

Lagana, an established Victorian 
Premier League player at Mel- 
bourne Knights and Oakleigh Can- 
nons who also had a stint at Scottish 
First Division club Airdrie United, 
had initially joined Green Gully 
Cavaliers as a fitness and assistant 
coach, but opted to return home and 
sign for the Shepparton based club. 
Former A-League players Naum 
Sekulovski and Kristian Sarkies and 
Melbourne Heart National Youth 
League duo Stipo Andrijasevic and 
Hernan Espindola, all joined the 
former Shepparton South player at 
training at McEwen Reserve last 
Thursday night. 

Goulburn Valley Suns will be Kris- 


tian Sarkies’ 4th club in as many 
seasons since being released by 
the Melbourne Heart at the end of 
the 2011/2012 season. Sarkies has 
made over 80 appearances in the 
A-League and will bring that much 
needed experience in the Suns’ 
Midfield. 

Sarkies most recently played for 
Bulleen Lions in the State | divison 
and has opted for a new challenge 
by joining the Shepparton outfit. 

Sekulovski is another key addi- 
tion to the squad having played 
108 times for Perth Glory in the 
A-League and most recently play- 
ing his trait in the VPL with Hume 
City. 

Like Sarkies, Sekulovski opted 
with a new challenge by signing for 
the Suns’ after training with Heidel- 
berg United in the pre-season. 

A full-back, Sekulovski will add 
some much-needed experience and 
class to the Suns’ backline. 

The Suns’ opening game of the 
NPL will kick off against Oakleigh 
Cannons at McEwen Reserve this 
Saturday Night at 7:30pm. 


NPL1 SEASON KICKS OFF 


This weekend sees the kick off of 
the new National Premier League 
1 competition and supporters of 
the fourteen clubs will be eager to 
see how their teams fare in 2014. 
It is going to be interesting com- 
petition from the point of view the 
N.P.L. now has a points system that 
will encourage clubs to promote 
more youngsters in their starting 
line-up. Another factor that should 
see quite a few youngsters in the 
starting eleven is the fact of not 
having relegation from N.P.L. | for 
at least three years. 

It would be wrong for clubs on be- 
ing negative because of no relega- 
tion, because the rewards of win- 
ning promotion the the N.P.L. far 
outweigh any negatives. 

Many clubs might treat this season 
as one of consolidation after all 
the off-field drama and uncertainty 
about the N.P.L. kicking off this 
season. A lot of pressure has been 
placed on clubs finalising their 
squads, but now that all the political 
stuff is settled, fans will be looking 
forward to seeing action where they 
only care about. 


First round matches are: 

Whittlesea Ranges Vs Kingston City 
8:30 PM/Fri 14 Mar 

Epping Stadium 


Dandenong City Vs North Geelong 
5:00 PM / Sat 15 Mar 
Frank Holohan Soccer Complex 


Sunshine George Cross Vs Bruns 
wick City 

3:00 PM/ Sun 16 Mar 

Chaplin Reserve 


Avondale Heights Vs F.C. Bendigo 
3:00 PM / Sun 16 Mar 
State Football Centre 


Springvale White Eagles Vs St. Al 
bans Saints 

3:00 PM / Sun 16 Mar 

White Eagles Stadium 


Richmond Vs Box Hill United 
3:15 PM / Sun 16 Mar 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 


Bulleen Lions Vs Moreland Zebras 
8:30 PM / Mon 17 Mar 

Veneto Club - David Barro Stadium 

- VIC BRINCAT 
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Fulham FC will have to perform | 
a miracle to avoid relegation this | 
season after going down 3-1 to : 
Cardiff City in Wales. 
Felix Magath looks like he hasn’t | 
got enough time to turn the Cottag- 
ers around now, with the club ma- | 
rooned at the foot of the table and : 
showing no signs of arresting their : 
descent into the Championship for : 
the next season, unless the former 
Wolfsburg manager can emulate : 
the feats of Roy Hodgson’s great | 
escape in the 2007/08 season. : 
Steven Caulker was a standout : 
for the home side, contributing two 
goals as well as preventing any : 
attempts of a Fulham response in | 
defence to take his side up to 18th : 
at Sunderland’s expense, though : 
the north-east outfit have games : 
in hand due to their domestic cup | 
commitments. ; 
The Bluebirds were the only club - 
in the relegation dogfight to secure : 
points over the weekend, with both 
West Brom and Crystal Palace fail- : 
ing to take points in their home | 
matches against Manchester United : 
and Southampton respectively. : 
United showed a promising return : 
to form at the Hawthorns as goals : 
from Phil Jones, Wayne Rooney | 
and Danny Welbeck moved David : 
Moyes’s side above Everton on the | 
table, albeit on goal difference and : 
having played once more than the : 
Toffees. : 
Southampton firmly ensconced : 
themselves in the top half with | 
their win over Palace, with Jay Ro- 
driguez scoring the winning goal : 
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Latest Results Next Match 


WBA 0-3 Man Utd 


Hull City v Man City 


Last5games Cardiff City 3 - 1 Fulham Everton v Cardiff City 
PW ODL F A GD Pts Most recent first  C Palace 0-1 Southampton Fulham v Newcastle Utd 
Dinero «2B SNB=S«S73 85GB 6 WWWWD pe Eel sone arama ey ora 
!Verpoo! on . ., A 7 
3 Arsenal 2 18 5 5 52 28 +24 59 LWDLW Norwich City 1 - 1 Stoke City Stoke City v West Ham 
4Manchester City 26 18 3 5 69 27 +42 57 WDLWW Chelsea 4 - 0 Tottenham Sunderland v Crystal Palace 
5 Tottenham Hotspur 29 16 5 8 37 37 +0 53 LWLWW Swansea City v WBA 
6 Manchester United 28 14 6 8 46 31 +15 48 WWDDL Aston Villa v Chelsea 
7 Everton 27139 5 38 27 +4 48 WLLWL ; 
8Newcastle United 28 13 4 11 37 39 -2 43 WWLLL Manc Utd v Liverpool 
Southampton 29 11 9 9 39 35 +4 42 WLLWD Tottenham v Arsenal 
10 West Ham United 28 8 7 13 31 35 -4 31 LWWWW 
MAstonVila 28-8 «7 «13 «31 «38-7 31 WLODLL | One To Watch This Weekend... = 
12 Stoke City 297 10 12 29 43 -14 31 DWLDD 
13 Hull City 288 6 14 30 35 5 30 LWLWD 
14SwanseaCity 28 7 8 13 37 41 -4 29 DLDWL 
15Norwich City 297 8 14 22 44 -22 29 DLWLD 
16 CrystalPalace 28 8 3 17 19 38 -19 27 LDLWL 
17 West Bromwich...28 4 13 11 31 42 -11 25 LDDLD 
18 Cardiff City 296 7 16 22 50 -28 25 WLLDL 
Chelsea scored four goals in the second half to thrash 10-man Tottenham 4-0 — 19 Sunderland 266 6 14 26 42 -16 24 LLWWD 
and Old Man’ Eto’o answers Mourinho’s doubts about his real age. ap elit AO ¢ 2 ®t 20 ai LLDLp 
after a defensive howler from the . rounds due to the domestic cups | United and Tottenham. ing as they look to keep pace with . games left to play. 


home side. The Eagles still lie out- 
side of the bottom three, but further 
slip-ups could undo the great work : 
that Tony Pulis has done since tak- 
: tion battle, with the exceptions of 
Hull’s clash with Manchester City : 
at the KC Stadium and Chelsea’s | 


ing over in November. 


Just above them on the table is : 
Norwich, who did themselves no | 
favours with a 1l-all draw at home | 
to Stoke City. In terms of points | 
they aren’t in trouble as of yet, : 
but their horrific goal difference | 
could see alarm bells ringing if the ; 
teams below them begin to pick up : 
' respective bids for survival. Stoke | 
City and West Ham square off at : 
the Britannia Stadium in a match : 
that may not be as hotly contested | 
as other fixtures but could compli- | 
cate the final weeks of the season | 


points. 


Finally, at the other end of the | 
table, our match of the round be- : 
tween Chelsea and Tottenham ; 
ended up being a rather one-sided : 
affair as Spurs effectively rolled | 
over and granted Jose Mourinho’s 
side the three points with a laugh- | 
able excuse for defence. The 4-nil : 
victory now cements Chelsea’s po- | 
sition atop the Premier League and : 
gives the chasing pack all the work - 
to do in the final weeks of the sea- : 
son, a position the Portugese man- : 


ager must no doubt enjoy. 


EPL Preview 


After a fortnight of partial — 


we return to a full complement of | 


ten fixtures across the country. 
Saturday’s matches largely feature 
the ongoing narrative of the relega- 


trip to Aston Villa. 


pointer, while Fulham, Norwich 
and Cardiff will be hoping to usurp 
their top-half opponents in their 


for the loser, while Swansea City 
welcome Pepe Mel and West Bro- 
mwich Albion to the Liberty Stadi- 
um as they look to finally leap into 


the comfortable mid-table position | 
they had expected earlier in the : 


season before Michael Laudrup’s 
regime crumbled beneath him. 


Sunday’s fixtures are impossible to | 


separate in terms of entertainment 


: factor as title aspirants Liverpool 
and Arsenal visit rivals Manchester ‘ 


Brendan Rogers’ side will find 


themselves in an unfamiliar situ- 


ation given their struggles in the : 
Premier League in recent years and | 
should be looking to this fixture as 
a way of truly exhibiting their cre- : 
dentials as a genuine threat to the | 
: title. United on the other hand wil 
Sunderland host Crystal Palace ; 
in the archetypal relegation six- : 


be looking for a sentimental victory 
rather than anything meaningfu 


given their position on the ladder, : 
but a rivalry that spans decades | 
will no doubt dish up an exciting : 


contest. 


The North London Derby will be 
fiercely contested by both sides; : 
however Arsenal’s chances could : 


be harmed by their midweek ex- 
ertions against Bayern Munich in 
the Champions League. Spurs also 


have continental obligations against : 
Benfica, but in terms of importance : 
this fixture is paramount, represent- : 
ing the last roll of the dice in the | 
» team’s bid for Champions League : 
: football. : 
' A loss to their arch rivals would : 


leave them as much as nine points 
adrift of fourth place with nine 
games to play, a near insurmount- 


able gap at this stage of the season. | 


The Gunners will also come out fir- 


Chelsea at the top, with only a win 
being good enough for Wenger’s 
side. 


Rangers lift 
League One title 


Rangers’ bid to reclaim their 
position at the top of Scottish 
football moved a step closer on 
Wednesday as they lifted the 
League One title. 

The fallen Glasgow giants needed 
only a win against Airdrieonians to 
secure the championship in Scot- 
land’s third tier with eight games to 
spare, and they duly delivered with 
an emphatic 3-0 victory at Ibrox. 

A first-half hat-trick from Lee Mc- 
Culloch proved the difference in a 
predictably one-sided encounter, 
the former Wigan Athletic forward 
scoring twice from the penalty spot 
inside the first 21 minutes before 
completing his treble four minutes 
from the break. 

There were to be no more goals 
after the interval, but Rangers 
stretched their lead at the summit 
to 26 points regardless, with eight 


: The title triumph marks a rare mo- 
ment of celebration for the troubled 
: club, who have continued to be 
‘ blighted by financial concerns 
since their drop out of the top flight 
' in 2012. 

They were admitted back into the 
: fourth tier after the original club 
: went into liquidation, with Rang- 
ers’ assets being purchased and a 
: new club being formed. 

: Ally McCoist led them to the Divi- 
: sion Three title last term, finishing 
' 24 points ahead of Peterhead, and 
has now followed that up to win 
: promotion to the second tier. 


Sack Pardew, 
say fan group 


Alan Pardew should have been 
: sacked for his “cowardly” head- 
: butt on David Meyler according 
: to a Newcastle United campaign 
: group. 

The Football Association imposed 
: a seven-match ban on the St James’ 
: Park manager on Tuesday, follow- 
: ing his altercation with the Hull 
: City midfielder.s 


The 
’ London 


V | Eye 
Eddie Gray in the UK 


World Cup fever is starting to 
build. The biggest competition 
in football is growing ever closer 
with anticipation heightening 
as every day passes by. As with 
every global tournament there 
is belief, expectation and hope 
from every nation that it will be 
their time to secure a place in 
history. And with England it’s no 
different. 

Despite possessing the talents 

to have won another World Cup 
since their only triumph in 1966, 
the Three Lions have consistently 
fell short. Even in the most recent 
eras when they have had some of 
the best players in world at their 
disposal, there hasn’t been a side 
that have looked like claiming 
football’s most prestigious prize. 
Although the likes of David Beck- 
ham, Ashley Cole, Steven Gerrard, 
Frank Lampard and Michael Owen 
have all heavily featured together 
at their respective peaks there has 
been zero collective reward on the 
national stage. Even though during 
the same period, club and indi- 
vidual recognition has come thick 
and fast. 
Now it’s the turn of Roy Hodgson 
and a new breed of young players, 
along with some of the remaining 
stalwarts of the previous ten years, 
to carry the weight of a nation on 
their shoulders and into the future. 
This new regime of youth and the 
integration of fresh faces has begun 
promisingly. Qualification was cap- 
tured with a strong reliance on the 
next generation of stars and now 
going into the World Cup these 
players have international experi- 
ence that was absent previously. 


With a solid foundation established 
England’s latest friendly against 
Denmark was a chance to see how 
Hodgson’s men could shape up in 
Manaus, Brazil on the 14th of June. 
But what did we learn from the tie? 
That at any moment football can be 
a cruel game. Jack Wilshere, who 
will be a key man come the sum- 
mer, emerged from the match with a 
broken foot that has put him on the 
sidelines for six weeks. The injury 
may not rule him out of the com- 
petition like his Arsenal teammate 
Theo Walcott, but the midfielder 
now faces a race against time to get 
his fitness levels back up so he is 
fully prepared for the intense South 
American heat. 


It also emerged that Leighton 
Baines looks certain to be the first 
choice left back baring an injury. 
The Everton defender was essen- 
tially given the night off having 
been told he would only play if 
there were dropouts in his posi- 
tion, with Cole and Luke Shaw ina 
shootout to be his understudy. The 
former may have fallen out of fa- 
vour at Chelsea under Jose Mourin- 
ho but his first half performance 
against Denmark showed just why 
he has been regarded as one of the 
best fullbacks in the world for the 
past ten seasons. But his lack of 
competitive game time from now 
until the end of the current cam- 
paign may play against him. There 


J 
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may be no substitute for experience 
but if Cole is not going to feature 
prominently for his club then he is 
at a significant disadvantage com- 
pared to his Southampton counter- 
part. Shaw is likely to play a major 
part for the Saints in the same pe- 
riod having been a revelation since 
breaking into their starting eleven. 
At just 18 he is recognised as one 
of the most promising defenders in 
the Premier League and is already 
reportedly courting the interest of 
Manchester United and Chelsea. 
Such is his remarkable rise that 
when he made his debut for the 
national side he never looked out 
of place, looking dangerous on the 
front foot and assured at the back. 


The battle between Cole and Shaw 
is likely to go down to the wire with 
the one left out sure to feel bitterly 
disappointed. 

Elsewhere, selection remains 
hotly contested. The majority of 
the squad who played a part in the 
qualification process are shoe-ins 
for the World Cup but the remain- 
ing spaces in the 23 are yet to be 
cemented. Of those spots, the lucky 
few who do make the plane are 
likely to be decided on what style 
Hodgson wants to implement. And 
against Denmark a pattern emerged 
that may see some previous regu- 
lars miss out altogether. 

The England manager appeared 
to adopt an approach much similar 


to what Liverpool have used this 
term. By using Gerrard as a hold- 
ing midfielder it allows both sides 
to counter attack with pace and 
power in central and wide areas. 
And such is the presence of English 
talent in the Liverpool team, Dan- 
iel Sturridge, Raheem Sterling and 
Jordan Henderson, that the philoso- 
phy can be transferred with greater 
ease from club to country. The use 
of a quick and dynamic counter at- 
tack should see all of the men from 
Anfield make the trip as they are 
the best exponents of it. But this 
could see a place for Lampard van- 
ish. The England centurion has had 
to adapt his game as he has grown 
older which means he is no longer 
the box-to-box threat he once was. 
His age also means he cannot press 
the ball at the same rate as Hender- 
son or Wilshere, which would sig- 
nificantly reduce the effectiveness 
of the system Hodgson looks to be 
using. The likelihood of him being 
a squad member is still high due 
to his experience and goal scoring 
ability but there is no longer a guar- 
anteed spot for a former stalwart. 
The golden generation is almost 
disbanded. The only one who 
regularly remains is Gerrard. Both 
Lampard and Cole are on their way 
out and making the squad for the 
summer is their last chance to win 
an international competition. After 
that it may well be a wave goodbye 
to the national arena. 
Anew breed of talent has emerged. 
with a fast style being implemented 
that means the older players are 
slowly being phased out. Although 
the fresh recruits may not carry the 
reputation of their predecessors 
they have the perfect platform to 
eclipse them starting in Brazil, with 
anew, high tempo, fearless attitude 
that comes with youth. 
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Garcia admits 
Scudetto defeat 


Roma’s slender defeat at Napoli, 
coupled with Juventus’ win over : 
Fiorentina, had Roma boss Rudi : 


Garcia and Bianconeri counter- 
part Antonio Conte contemplat- 
ing the Scudetto. 


ambitions of finishing second, the 


his Roma outfit was essential. “The 


pressure is on Napoli, if they lose : 
: was to be treated as such. Especially 


tomorrow then it’s practically all 


over. If we lose, we’ ll still be in sec- : : 
- of Roma, who also have a game in 


Yet just quietly, the boss would hand. 


surely acknowledge his side headed | : 
- forced to defend captain Marek 


ond place with a buffer.” 


to the Stadio San Paolo with plenty 


to play for too. With Juventus set- : . ‘ 
: Slovak international has struggled 
if Roma were to have any chance since making his return from in- 
. jury. “He is a top level player who 


_ is slowly recovering from injury. He 


ting a blistering pace atop Serie A, 


of taking the fight to the wire, they 
would have to return to the capital 
with maximum points. 


It wouldn’t be beyond Roma to : 
: and support.” 


bridge the gap. After all, Juve were 


to face Fiorentina, the only side to : ‘ 
- field change. Daniele De Rossi had 


defeat them this term. The Gial- 
lorossi could also count on two 
wins over Napoli between League 


both were in Rome. When the pair 
met in the Cup semi-final second 


Rudi Garcia insisted all the pres- 1g Roma were blitzed by Rafael 


sure was on Napoli. If they had | Benitez’ men. 


It was a point Napoli President 


Frenchman said. then a win over . Aurelio Di Laurentiis repeated, but 


: Benitez knew it would be a ‘funda- 


mental’ clash. While not a final, it 


given his side were six point adrift 


Both had concerns. Benitez was 


Hamsik from recent criticism. The 


knows that he can and must make 
the difference. He has all my faith 


Roma were forced to make a mid- 


been sited on video evidence for 


© striking Inter’s Mauro Icardi in the 
and Italian Cup action, although - face last weekend. He was banned 
. for three matches after the Gialloros- 
: si lost an appeal against the severity 


: of the suspension. “Everyone saw 


Rafa and Garcia get playful before Napoli’s 1-0 win over Roma 


and in slow motion it looked vio- 
lent,” maintained Garcia, “whereas 
at normal speed it appeared to be a 
normal movement towards Mauro 
Icardi. I am not defending Daniele, 
but he told me he didn’t even notice 
doing it and neither did Icardi.” 

If Roma were hoping for a helping 
hand in Turin, they would be left 
disappointed. Kwadwo Asamoah 
produced a moment of magic just 
before half-time to give the Bian- 
coneri a hard-fought 1-0 win. The 
Ghanaian’s goal was enough to 
send Juventus 14 points clear. They 
equalled the mark for most consecu- 
tive home wins, 14, set by Torino in 
1975-76. Such is their dominance, 
Juve remain on course to break 100 
points. 

So Roma had to win later on Sun- 
day. It would require a turnaround 
in recent form. Ever since their his- 
toric run of 10 wins to start the sea- 
son, Roma have proved inconsis- 
tent. Of the following 15 matches, 
they had won just six. 

Gervinho was fielded as a centre 


P WDkHLF A GD Pts 


1 Juventus Al Fey ey 4) Tas} 4S) 
2 Roma 2617 7 2 49 12 
3 Napoli 27 Gin 4 eeo2 29) 
4 Fiorentina 20 136) 38) 45) 30) 
5 Internazionale 27 11 11 5 44 29 
6 Parma 2611105 41 29 
7 Hellas Verona 27 12 4 11 43 44 
8 Lazio 27 ON Gm See c4 no) 
9 Torino Pap TS) M3) RBS 
10 Milan 279 8 10 39 38 
11 Genoa Pap) §3} I) Sil 
12Sampdoria 279 7 11 33 39 
13 Atalanta 27 10/4 13) 28) 38) 
14 Udinese 279 4 14 30 39 
15 Cagliari PS hl WO) 2 IB) 
16 Chievo PAPAS) (3) q) PS) 
17 Bologna 274 11 12 22 41 
18 Livorno 27 5 G68 29) 50) 
19 Catania 2 A Cn On 2 046) 
20 Sassuolo 20-46 17 25) 55) 


forward in a three-pronged attack 
and caused Napoli early problems. 
However, the Giallorossi were 
forced to look to the bench inside a 
quarter-hour. Kevin Strootman had 
sustained a right knee injury on in- 
ternational duty for the Netherlands 
in midweek and twice went down in 
the opening 12 minutes, now feel- 
ing his left knee. After the second 
time he was stretchered off and on 
Monday it was revealed Strootman 
will miss the rest of the season, and 
the World Cup, with anterior cruci- 
ate ligament damage. 

Pepe Reina twice kept Napoli in it, 
first performing a double save from 
Gervinho, then denying Michel 
Bastos. The man Reina replaced, 
Morgan De Sanctis, was busy at the 
other end, saving from Jose Calle- 
jon. 

The Spanish winger eventually 
broke the deadlock with nine min- 
utes remaining thanks to a precise 
back-post header. That’s how it 
ended, with Napoli’s 1-0 win clos- 
ing the gap to Roma to just three 
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_ points. 
: Antonio Conte had earlier stated : 
Juventus are “50 per cent Champi- 
: ons of Italy.” And with this defeat, 
' Garcia conceded Juve have all but : 
: secured the Scudetto. “Mathemati- 
> cal y the Scudetto race isn’t over, 
: but realistically it is.” 

: Match-winner Callejon noted the : 
' importance of reducing the deficit | 
: with 11 matches remaining, while 
» Benitez was proud of his players. 
: “We’ve seen many games that Na- 
» poli played well and didn’t win, so 
to beat a strong side like Roma | 
- think we ought to be happy.” 

» The Giallorossi have a catch-up 
» game with Parma and a home clash - 
with Juve up their sleeve. Yet Par- 
» ma should not be written off, cur- 
- rently enjoying their best season | 
: in over a decade in sixth spot. And 
- such is Juve’s pace that by the time 
: they travel to Rome they could be 
» crowned Champions 
| means we are going to see a mighty : 
: battle to secure second spot and : 


an automatic Champions League 


Latest Results Next Match 


Udinese 1 - 0 Milan 
Catania 1 - 1 Cagliari 
Juventus 1 - 0 Fiorentina Livorno v Bologna 
Lazio 0 - 1 Atalanta 
Chievo 2 - 1 Genoa 
Parma 2 - 0 Verona 
Sampdoria 4 - 2 Livorno Fiorentina v Chievo 
Bologna 0 - 0 Sassuolo 
Inter 1 - 0 Torino 
Napoli 1 - 0 Roma 


Verona v Inter 
Atalanta v Sampdoria 


Sassuolo v Catania 
Cagliari v Lazio 
Milan v Parma 


Genoa v Juventus 
Torino v Napoli 
Roma v Udinese 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Parma travel to Milan hoping to keep up the 
pressure on Inter, who are away at Verona. 
The race for the Europa League is set to heat 
up, but the Gialloblu are without suspended 
star defender Gabriel Paletta for the San Siro 
showdown. 


_ place. 


Elsewhere, it was a mixed weekend 


' for the Milan clubs. Clarence Seed- 
: orf’s Rossoneri prepared for their 


crucial return Champions League 


: clash against Atletico Madrid with 
-a loss at Udinese. Milan looked 
- flat for the most part, and Antonio 


Di Natale grabbed the only goal of 
the game when he finished a lovely 


_ team move. 

_ Inter claimed a single-goal win over 
: Torino. The Granata had been tout- 
» ed as outside European contenders 
: weeks ago and were within striking 
: distance of the Nerazzurri, before a 
» downturn in form. It continued here, 


as Rodrigo Palacio looped a header 


: past Daniele Padelli to decide the 
: contest. 


In the battle of the season surprises, 


- Parma are just a point adrift of Inter 
: thanks to a 2-0 win against Verona, 
: themselves still in European con- 
already. It : 


tention. Jonathan Biabiany and Eze- 
quiel Schelotto netted to extend Par- 
ma’s unbeaten run to 15 matches. 


3rd Place, 4 Points 
Behind 1st Placed 
Real Madrid 


With 11 matches remaining in 
the 2013-14 Spanish La Liga sea- 
son, Barcelona FC’s title hopes 
hang in the balance. 

In just 2 weeks time, Barcelona 
travel to the Spanish Capital, Ma- 
drid, to take on the current La Liga 
leaders, Real Madrid in an all or 
nothing fixture. Real extended 
their lead over Barcelona to 4 
points this past weekend, as Bar- 
celona crashed to an unlikely 1-0 
away loss to relegation battlers, 
Real Valladolid. In contrast, Real 
Madrid were impressive with their 
3-0 home win against 8th placed 
Levante. Leading international 
bookmakers Bet365 now rate Real 
Madrid as $1.28 hot favourites 
to claim the La Liga this season. 
Barcelona have dropped out to $5, 
with 2nd placed Atletico Madrid a 


Barcelona crash 0-1 away to Valladolid and the La Liga title 


race is now Real’s to lose 


remote $10. 

Despite the opinions of bookmak- 
ers, who have all but written off 
Barca of any chance of retaining 
their Spanish Champions status, 
Barca Coach Gerardo Martino was 
defiant in his post-match press con- 
ference; 

“This team is alive, it has pride, 
courage, it knows how to play 
these games. I would not take the 
risk of discarding Barca. The lack 
of consistency is a football issue, 
not to do with motivation or indi- 
vidual players’ level dropping. We 
are in a pretty favourable position. 
We just have to leave to one side 
what happened in the game at Val- 
ladolid. That was, for football, our 
worst game of the season.” 


If Barcelona do concede the Span- 
ish league title, their 2 other remain- 
ing chances of capturing silverware 
are the UEFA Champions League 
and a Spanish Cup Final against 
Real Madrid. Whilst the Spanish 
Cup title is roughly an even bet, 
Barcelona still have it all to do in 
the UEFA Champions League. The 
Catalans still have to ensure a safe 
passage to the Quarter-Final stage, 
by holding onto a 2-0 lead against 
England’s Manchester City. 
Martino is fully aware of what is 
required to complete their current 
task of qualifying for the UEFA 
Champions League Quarter-Fi- 
nals; 

“The best way for us to put the re- 
sult in risk would be to think about 


i? VP fo) Ik le AA 
1 Real Madrid A AN ES PB 1G aa 
2 Atlético Madrid A A CER GR 
3 Barcelona V1 ar) a a Cea 
4 Athletic Club aw OB B 8 Bh 
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11 Celta de Vigo a GO es Se ay) 
12 Granada 2019) 38) 15) 24) 36) 
13 Malaga Oe tt fs 2 A ay 
14 Elche 277 8 12 24 40 
15 Osasuna 278 5 14 24 41 
16 Getafe Pt GE“ 2) 
17 Real Valladolid 27 5 11 11 29 44 
18 Almeria a7 5 15 26 49 
19 Rayo Vallecano 27 8 2 17 29 61 
20 Real Betis Ae te le 2 SS) 


the 2-0 score. We must think about 
a second half which is beginning at 
0-0. Aguero, Nasri, Toure, Silva. 
City have many players who can 
concern you. It is up to us to keep 
them out of the game.” 

Meanwhile the Ist Spanish team 
to qualify for the UEFA Champi- 
ons League are Atletico Madrid. 
Atleti were in sparkling form, as 
they disposed of their challeng- 
ers, AC Milan from Italy, 4-1 in 
the 2nd Leg, 5-1 on aggregate. 
Remarkably, Atletico Madrid and 
their neighbours Real Madrid are 
the only 2 undefeated teams in the 
UEFA Champions League this sea- 
son. 

A delighted Diego Simeone had 
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this to say after his team advanced 
to the UEFA Champions League 
Quarter-Finals; 

“The atmosphere was brilliant, a 
night to remember. We started the 
first half better than them, and it 
seemed the game was under con- 
trol after our first goal, but they got 
into it. I knew Milan could make 
life difficult; they have Ignazio 
Abate, Kaka, Mario Balotelli. but 
my players were at their best in the 
second half. 

Only with the third goal did I relax 
a little. Now we have to wait and 
see who we get in the next round. 
Today was very important for the 
team. I am very happy with the re- 
sult, it is historic. I have warriors 


Latest Results Next Match 


Real Valladolid 1 - 0 Barcelona 
Real Betis 2 - 0 Getafe 

Celta Vigo 0 - 2 Atlético Madrid = R Vallecano v Almeria 
Granada 2 - 0 Villarreal 
Espanyol 3 - 1 Elche 
Almeria 1 - 3 Sevilla 

Real Madrid 3 - 0 Levante 
Valencia 1 - 1 Athletic Club 
Osasuna 0 - 2 Malaga 

R Sociedad 2 - 3 Rayo Vallecano Villarreal v Ath! Club 


Getafe v Granada 
Levante v Celta de Vigo 


Malaga v Real Madrid 
Atlético Madrid v Espanyol 
Elche v Real Betis 
Barcelona Osasuna 
Sevilla v Real Valladolid 
Real Sociedad v Valencia 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Atletico Madrid will host Espa- 
nyol, Barcelona’s other club, 
Fox Sports 3 will broadcast this 
match Live, Sunday March 16, 
2014, 7.55am AEST. 


League Leaders Real Madrid 
will travel to Malaga on Spain’s 
“Costa Del Sol” (Sunshine 
Coast), a delayed broadcast of 
this match can be seen on Fox 
Sports 3 Sunday March 16, 2014, 
10am AEST. 


Real Sociedad of San Sebastian 
will host Valencia, Fox Sports 3 
will broadcast this match Live 
Monday March 17 2014, 7am 
AEST. 


on the pitch. We have a difficult 
quarter-final ahead. We have to 
rest and continue working. This is 
a duty for everyone, from those in 
charge all the way down the club 
— every employee. We must con- 
tinue on the same path.” 
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Box Hill 
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THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Brighton & Hov... 2 - 0 Queens Park Ra... 
Middlesbrough 1 - 1 Nottingham Forest 
Yeovil Town 0 - 1 Ipswich Town 

Doncaster Rovers 2 - 1 Watford 

Barnsley 0 - 3 Leicester City 
Derby County 0 - 0 Bolton Wanderers 
Blackpool 1 - 0 Millwall 

Leeds United 2 - 4 Reading 

Blackburn Rovers 0 - 1 AFC Bournemouth 
Charlton Athletic 0 - 0 Huddersfield Town 
Wigan Athletic 1 - 0 Sheffield Wedn... 
Birmingham City 3 - 3 Burnley 


Port Vale 0 - 2 Leyton Orient 
Shrewsbury Town 1 - 1 Crawley Town 
Colchester United 0 - 2 Bradford City 
Gillingham 4 - 2 Coventry City 
Swindon Town 1 - 4 Wolverhampton ... 
Notts County 1 - 3 Milton Keynes Dons 
Oldham Athletic 0 - 2 Rotherham United 
Stevenage 1 - 1 Preston North End 
Brentford 2 - 0 Tranmere Rovers 
Walsall 1 - 1 Crewe Alexandra 
Peterborough U... 1 - 2 Bristol City 
Sheffield United 1 - 0 Carlisle United 


ro) 


Bristol Rovers 1 - 2 Dagenham & Red... 
Morecambe 4 - 1 Newport County 


Portsmouth 0 - 0 Burton Albion 
Bury 2 - 2 Fleetwood Town 


Lille 2 - 0 Montpellier 
Lorient 1 - 0 Saint-Etienne 


Schalke 04 4 - 0 Hoffenheim 


Bordeaux 1 - 2 Olympique Lyonnais 


Accrington Stanley 0 - 0 Hartlepool United 
Wycombe Wanderers 0 - 1 Plymouth Argyle 
Mansfield Town 0 - 1 York City 

Exeter City 0 - 1 Northampton Town 
Oxford United 1 - 1 Cheltenham Town 
AFC Wimbledon 1 - 1 Chesterfield 
Torquay United 2 - 1 Rochdale 
Scunthorpe United 2 - 2 Southend United 


CROATIA 


Hrvatski Drago... 0 - 2 Rijeka 

Split 1 - 0 Osijek 

Slaven Koprivnica 1 - 6 Dinamo Zagreb 
Lokomotiva Zagreb 1 - 3 Zadar 

Istra 1961 1 - 1 Hajduk Split 


Olympique Mars... 0 - 1 Nice 
Bastia 0 - 3 PSG 

Guingamp 0 - 1 Evian TG 
Monaco 2 - 1 Sochaux 
Nantes 2 - 2 Ajaccio 
Toulouse 3 - 2 Reims 
Valenciennes 2 - 1 Rennes 


Borussia M’gla... 1 - 2 Augsburg 
Stuttgart 2 - 2 Eintracht Brau... 


Hannover 96 1 - 1 Bayer Leverkusen 


Wolfsburg 1 - 6 Bayern Miinchen 


Hamburger SV 1 - 1 Eintracht Fran.. 


Nurnberg 0 - 2 Werder Bremen 
Freiburg 0 - 1 Borussia Dortmund 
Mainz 05 1 - 1 Hertha BSC 


OFI 1 - 1 PAS Giannina 

Xanthi 0 - 1 Asteras Tripolis 
Panathinaikos 4 - 1 Aris 
Atromitos 4 - 0 Panionios 
Panthrakikos 2 - 1 Ergotelis 
Levadiakos 2 - 1 Panaitolikos 
Apollon Smirnis 3 - 1 Platanias 
PAOK 2 - 1 Olympiakos Piraeus 
Kalloni 0 - 3 Veria 


AZ 4 - 0 Heracles 
Roda JC 3 - 1 NEC 
Heerenveen 3 - 0 PEC Zwolle 


NAC Breda 1 - 2 Vitesse 

PSV 1 - 0 Utrecht 

RKC Waalwijk 1 - 1 ADO Den Haag 
Go Ahead Eagles 1 - 0 Twente 
Groningen 0 - 2 Feyenoord 

Ajax 1 - 1 Cambuur 


PORTUGAL 


Arouca 0 - 3Académica 

Rio Ave 0 - 0 Académica 

Sporting Braga 2 - 1 Nacional 
Olhanense 0 - 0 Belenenses 
Pacos de Ferreira 0 - 2 Gil Vicente 
Benfica 2 - 0 Estoril 

Vitéria Setubal 2 - 2 Sporting CP 
Porto 4 - 1 Arouca 

Maritimo 2 - 1 Vitoria Guimaraes 


Hibernian 3 - 3 Motherwell 
Kilmarnock 4 - 2 Heart of Midlo... 
Dundee United 0 - 1 St. Johnstone 
Inverness CT 0 - 0 Hibernian 


SERBIA 


Novi Pazar 2 - 1 Sloboda Uzice 
Vozdovac 1 - 0 Javor Ivanjica 
Donji Srem 1 - 1 Jagodina 
Radni¢ki Kragu... 0 - 5 Partizan 
Radnicki Ni§ 1 - 1 Rad Beograd 
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Euro Scoreboard 
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Last5games 


Cukariéki 1 - 0 OFK Beograd 
Crvena Zvezda 4 - 1 Napredak 


Spartak Subotica 1 - 1 Vojvodina 


Elazigspor 0 - 0 Kasimpasa 
Bursaspor 1 - 0 Karabikspor 
Galatasaray 6 - 1 Akhisar Beledi... 
Kayseri Erciye... 1 - 0 Konyaspor 
Genglerbirligi 2 - 1 Sivasspor 
Gaziantepspor 2 - 1 Kayserispor 
Antalyaspor 1 - 2 Rizespor 
Besiktas 1 - 0 Eskigehirspor 
Trabzonspor SUSP Fenerbahce 


Portugal 


Olhanense 0 - 0 Belenenses 
Pacos de Ferreira 0 - 2 Gil Vicente 
Benfica 2 - 0 Estoril 

Vitoria Setubal 2 - 2 Sporting CP 
Porto 4 - 1 Arouca 

Maritimo 2 - 1 Vitoria Guimaraes 


FA Cup Semi Finals 


Wigan Athletic v Arsenal 

Hull City v Sheffield United 

To be played Sat 12th March & Sun 13th 
march 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


Reims v Olympique Mars... 
Lille v Nantes 

Ajaccio v Guingamp 

Evian TG v Valenciennes 

Nice v Bastia 

Rennes v Toulouse 

Sochaux v Lorient 

Montpellier v Bordeaux 
Olympique Lyonnais v Monaco 
PSG v Saint-Etienne 


Augsburg v Schalke 04 

Borussia Dortmund v Borussia M'gla... 
Werder Bremen v Stuttgart 
Hoffenheim v Mainz 05 

Eintracht Brau... v Wolfsburg 

Hertha BSC v Hannover 96 

Bayern Minchen v Bayer Leverkusen 
Hamburger SV v Niirnberg 

Eintracht Fran... v Freiburg 


Split v Hrvatski Drago... 
Zadar v Slaven Koprivnica 
Rijeka v Lokomotiva Zagreb 
Dinamo Zagreb v Istra 1961 
Osijek v Hajduk Split 


Crvena Zvezda v Radnicki Kragu... 
Napredak v Donji Srem 

Jagodina v Vozdovac 

Javor Ivanjica v Spartak Subotica 
Vojvodina v Cukaricki 

OFK Beograd v Novi Pazar 
Sloboda Uzice v vRadnicki NiS 
Rad Beograd v Partizan 


English Championship 


Burnley v Leeds United 

Reading v Derby County 

Millwall v Charlton Athletic 

AFC Bournemouth v Middlesbrough 
Huddersfield Town v Blackburn Rovers 
Nottingham Forest v Doncaster Rovers 
Watford v Barnsley 

Leicester City v Blackpool 

Ipswich Town v Wigan Athletic 
Sheffield Wedn... v Birmingham City 
Queens Park Ra... v Yeovil Town 
Bolton Wanderers v Brighton & Hov... 


English League One 


Leyton Orient v Brentford 

Milton Keynes Dons v Peterborough U... 
Rotherham United v Walsall 
Wolverhampton ... v Shrewsbury Town 
Carlisle United v Stevenage 

Crewe Alexandra v Oldham Athletic 
Tranmere Rovers v Notts County 
Bradford City v Gillingham 

Crawley Town v Colchester United 
Bristol City v Swindon Town 

Coventry City v Port Vale 

Preston North End v Sheffield United 


English League Two 


Dagenham & Red... v Morecambe 
Cheltenham Town v Torquay United 
Plymouth Argyle v Scunthorpe United 
York City v Wycombe Wanderers 
Southend United v Bury 

Fleetwood Town v Portsmouth 
Chesterfield v Oxford United 
Rochdale v Accrington Stanley 
Hartlepool United v Bristol Rovers 
Northampton Town v Mansfield Town 
Burton Albion v AFC Wimbledon 
Newport County v Exeter City 


Kilmarnock v Celtic 

Dundee United v St. Mirren 
Partick Thistle v vHibernian 
St. Johnstone v Ross County 
Motherwell v Inverness CT 


Kalloni v Veria 

Veria v Atromitos 

OFI v Apollon Smirnis 

Olympiakos Piraeus v Panthrakikos 
PAS Giannina v Panathinaikos 
Asteras Tripolis v Ergotelis 
Panionios v Levadiakos 

Platanias v Kalloni 

Aris v PAOK 


Karabiikspor v Galatasaray 
Kasimpasa v Genclerbirligi 
Akhisar Beledi... v Antalyaspor 
Rizespor v Besiktas 
Konyaspor v Gaziantepspor 
Eskisehirspor v Elazigspor 
Sivasspor v Trabzonspor 
Fenerbahce v Kayseri Erciye... 
Kayserispor v Bursaspor 


Cambuur v RKC Waalwijk 
Vitesse v PSV 

Heracles v Roda JC 

ADO Den Haag v Groningen 
Twente v AZ 

PEC Zwolle v Go Ahead Eagles 
NEC v Utrecht 

Feyenoord v Heerenveen 

NAC Breda v Ajax 


Portugal 


Académica v Sporting Braga 

Gil Vicente v Rio Ave 

Estoril v Maritimo 

Vitoria Guimaraes v Pagos de Ferreira 
Belenenses v Vitoria Setubal 

Arouca v Olhanense 

Sporting CP v Porto 

Nacional v Benfica 


www.goalweekly.com 
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, HILL INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE 
3/9 CLARICE RD, BOX HILL 98907000 


www. .boxhillindoorsports.com.au 
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